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$ERIES Of LETTERS 



BETWE£2r^ 



kkS. ELIZABETH CARTER 



Miss TAPOT TO ^Irs. CARTER, 

; Lambetii, May l4, 1752- ' 

This Letter has many eifantfe, dear 
misi Carter, the first fa to welceme ydu to the 
fend of ydmr journey, where I have thfe comfort of 
ihirikmg that you will riot meet with any one coun- 
tenance so ungracious as that which has distrfessed 
jrou for so many months past ; but will find all 
Jrour friends ahd neighbours looking the joy, that I 
defy them notibjhel upon seeing you amongst them 
^igatn. You cannot' imagifie how I axti haunted 
with the thoughts of having grieved you, and yet 
from my weary aiid dejected looks, wid unreasonf- 
vot. III. B able 



able low spirits, I find this has constantly been th# 
case. Alas ! I thought my only grief M^as to feel 
myself perfectly useless to you, but I have beeii 
worse, I have been hurtful to you. Was it so the 
last piece of a week that you entirely spent with 
us ? I hope not, for then we had some hours that 
appeared to me comfortable ones. And oh how 
earnestly did I wish last night that you could have 
stayed a few weeks tnore to see me mend upon your 
hands ! How would I have brightened up my coun- 
tenance, * and dismissed those petty Cares w^hich I 
have suffered hitherto to cloud it in so unsufferable 
a degree-^At least I think I would have done so — 
I think I will do so, though you are absent, and 
will be never the better fot it-- I am donfvinced now 
that bad fierves (as ope is pleased to call the indul- 
gence of humour) are little short of a mortal sin. 
-Tbey disgrace one's best principles, grieve one's 
best friends, and make one's whole being imgrate- 
fuL Your's are of quite a different sort from mine, 
and with an aching head and twitching limbs you 
go about the world active, useful, cheerful, and 

thankful. While I, plump and rosy, eating 

hearty, sleeping well^j sit lolling^ in my easy chair, 
and not deigning even to look comfortable. Exte- 
nuate as kindly as you will, no effects of an iUness, 
however severe, no uniformity of life, no petty 
cares %xid attentions, though vexatious and teizing 
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jis gndtS,. call totally excuse such a disposition : it 
IS, as you said, truly the only temptation that I 
have to guard against. And I am now awakened 
to a thorough resolution of using every endeavour 
^0 subdue it. 

1 believe yoii would have come into my room 
again that night, as t wished you then, and as I 
am now glad yoii did not, had you been aware into 
wnat a solemn tram of thought 1 was led by the 
shutting of the door. " Now she is absolutely 
goiie — I have not even a moment to beg her pardon, 
or to make out that I have not been quite so much 
to blame — tVhen we may meet again is uncertain 
as human life, tiow we may meet agam, is uncer* 
tarn as human hapi>iness. In this Nozu * of health, 
and prosperity, and ease, with every thing dearest 
to me around, 1 have always received her with in- 
fectious dejection and uncomfortablie gloom. How 
dare I make any resolutions for a future time — do 
1 deserve that such an opportunity should ever be 
granted me again ! Thk opportunity then is gone 
irrevocably — ^The iSme must come when every op- 
portunity of every amendment will be gone as «V- 
revocably. The last of all last moments is hasten- 
ing — and at present all the impression I leave on 
the mind of my most partial friend is gloom, and 

♦ ** This golden Now."— Prior. 

B 2 uncom* 
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UncbtirfbrtaWt^fress." Fatal dream? Btit ilow alt 
last I aAi thoroughly awake, and a thousand thanlcs 
lo you as the kmd instrument of awakening me? 
T sat down and ofied comfortably, Writ you a note, 
tvhich I win enclose, and then prudently deter- 
foined not to send it, lest it should hurt you. 
' I therefore went quietly to sleep, and waked just 
h.ftei' six, with the very painful thought tha^ you 
was absoltitely gone. I did not then know that you 
Was gone with a bad head-ache. Surely you could 
fee} no ct>necrn at parting with me — And why you 
ifaotfld ever have cared for me, but out of mere 
compassion, I can hardly guess' — ^But ©n those 
thoughts I wHl not dwell, nor iiiuch on the recol- 
lectiori how often I have made you promises of 
amendment that are still to be made agaifl. May 
it be now to more lasting, purpose !. Farewell ! 1 
know not how to thank you' enough for all the 
goodness I have so little deserved. I wish yoi* 
every happiness, and as a small part of it, that you^ 
could ktfow with what true esteem and gratitude 1 
am, &c. 
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THE NOtE THAT WAS ENCLOSED. 

.. .NoTwiTHSTA3KWifercj tho^ IcJaRe 55|y J, 

mMOl s\9€p yery ^vell, bit wake I hope to ^wHe 
.iniother soiit of Ufe than my lethargic t^n^ba* beet, 
jL betseeohlyou fourm a snuliag:and:.s{midcling ideaof 
bie— rl trust it shall b© a tcue ooe. I mH not sit 
down land Lament, but get upftod amend. You 
bave dooejne infinite good, and let that g^ve you 
.pleasure. . Blessings attend- your step, , and nwy 
yoji *njoy health better than mine, with the conti- 
Sittailce bf yoor owi^ teipper and spilrit? I Adieat 



M^^ CAETEB TO Mjs« TALBOT. 

Deal, May 17, 1762. 

The confusion of an achii^ head, and 
a douiied o^tderstanding, obliged me^ mudi against 
my wiU^to defer ^lanking yoa^my dearMiasTalboti 
fot^.your jLetter^ which 1 earnestly wished to tio &e 
jm)menti I recced it. Indeed before I got it I 
longed to write- tQ you, on the«ttibject that ha$ so 
onmoh eog^ed my tiioughts since our last epnversa- 
ttOQi { Mve aia^e m^s^f a thousand reproaches, 
v- ' fearing 



fearing I had exprest myself in such a manner 0,% 
to eqcre^^ t^t dejection of yqur§pi^its, which I 
so ardently desired to relieve. I had no idea that I 
h^ left such painful impressions on your mind as^ 
your Lettqr shows me I did, it \^-ould hav^ been 
impossible for me to have left you if I bad, wkh- 
out endeavouring to rjembve tliem. I did not ra- 
turn into your it)om, because I thought probably I 
might weary you and do you hurt, tliough I mucii 
.wishei^ it I find too late that I might have done 
y©tt good, apd what would I give that I had thep 
known it was in my pqweiJ ! You cannot think how 
ihuch I have b^eri dis tiered in finding that I was- 
neitrier of the least use or aixiusement to yoq, Yet 
could I have seen you well enough to be ^mused 
by other means, I should have been satisfied. 
Amidst all the unmerited advantages of my own sir 
tuation and improved spirits^ for^ which I can n^ver 
be si^fiiQiently thaqkful, I have had niaqy a seqre^ 
painful feeling that with such superior goodnes? you 
were less happy than I- Yet I fancied something 
might be doi^e to s^lleviate a. disord^ which alas 
cannot be t(^ly cured ^ but the diflScuIty. there was 
of seeing^ you alone, and talking it over^ premited 
its being mentioned till that last evening ; . bxA 
^uY^\y 1 must have very ill expressed myself ti> 
tempt you to pa$s . so. severe a cei^ure qp yourselC 
My real intention was to iwi^ yonjwdge morp 



equitably of yourself, to remove the painful imagi- • 
nation that there was any thing voluntary in an 
inactivity, the mere ^flfect of constitutional dis* 

The pritiGiple of thfe ima^nation is a noble one, 
as indefed I believe you Scarcely ever had a wrong 
opiriion tharwas tiotthe Consequence of some right 
tendency parried' td' excess ; arid I honor it to the? 
highest degree, at the same time that I see witK 
th<0 deepest c(Jncct*h how sadFy the fatal influence of 
distpmper ha& misapplied it to a discontent wfth 
fomidK^ irtiicli, if not vigorously opposed/ wilt 
wear away every guiltless enjoyment of your Kfef 
t^eakett ^S^tfee ^irits of=5^otlrwfu€fs; and by an 
ulidv4ttlhg|*igtet for not belhg abl^ to do all you* 
wis!*,?wiir iiidapadl'at^ ydii fifom dbing what yoU^ 
can. • Your mind, my dear friend, Has 'the diSflo*' 
sitionsiiif^ angelienamtres: but yoiir IS^ttstittiddtf 
has alas too much of thei Weakness of ^ fi^aft nS^^fte^ 
lity,' to assist yoa i\\ all the high attempts^ at wfeiclf 
yotir virtue aims. In this state of imperfection, 
the kind and extent (rf our duties must be regidated 
by the extent of our animal powers. To these, 
beyond a certain degree, no effort of resolution 
can make the least aiddition : and you might jUst as 
reasonably accuse yourself for not being able to fly, 
when by flying no doubt you might in many in» 
stances be e^^ce^dingly useful, as for not perform- 
;: tag 
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.ingmapy otiheF tasks, which, ihen^ ^be^nmmi 
in general qu|te so uncoiBinoi^ are^ to ryou upoii 
the, same principle^ equally impracticable. 

I know not, my dear Miss Talbot, whether I 
have said ai^y thing that can ^p: yoiSr a«y gcH)d r I 
only know Jhat/ you hav6 always ifty ihcte^ aflec* 
tion^te good wishes* May tt|i|t .power who aloirm 
c£m render theip epbctual, pi4 tp* ^hose^ prote^Aioit 
and favQuit you hav^so distingois^da cklim, give[ 
ypu tiiatrpeape an4!6"^fihii^ Qf j<>yj which ROfbin^ 
lire* jtl^ gr^evou$ opem^iott, of di^tfempev could prfe^ 
Y^qt fi;pfn /bejtngth^.cousequ^ne^ of principle^ an^ 
acw^Wt W^e-yoibirs,;;.^ "• ■•■ •"■ --^ ' ' ;:'■■: ''-^ - 
r You fipuld npt.bo.iRprei affeiQted bjj Ufe aolfeDOfr 
^p qf t^ougl^; .into.\vhiclv ypu.wprft I^ tti^.l^ 
night, - than I ; m^i by y wr^ ^^pjcdunt ef -itt Y^ ^ 
hei^: ; it will file^;(Jorib that we! J^ijay meef agaii^* 
il^it^f tha ^aipoi happy fcincumafcarncfis in all other jfe^ 
sp^^lSf^jf a^ i^ithjpQfe eheedrfalno*^ to each otitierv 
Ifowr e^ainple, ; or ; it" will ; b^ inexcusabjly my c^wti* 
fault, tnv^t always be of importance to me^ and J^ 
hope:I shaU jcnajce proper u^e (rf it| aixi better sptrk^ 
^ill rt^nd^ my morei v^ied scene of Hfoc2q)ab.te of 
makiofgine Sfomelit^e ^musemtottoryou. In the 
mean time believe me to be i*ith |he h^iest este^; 
and most sincere affectidn;;^ flte^ 



Sf 



}4m T^lM>% XQ M»s. CARTEIU 

* Ikmbcth, Mai/ 21, 176^ 

'••" Mi . ' : • '.'J ■' :. ■'• '. .. -. . 

• pr wa» cpa^l aictt to be Ahle to write yoir 

00 much ' a$ a- line of tiaanbs |i|linediately^ my. deaf 
M^s Carter, in return fidr $a kind arid m usetfiil a: 
^[^e^tar. 1 h^xe studied it* ovear and <Df eiv not i 
hope tk> jtlite pfUFpQse pf niakiiig ni^elf vahv i»ut tq 
that of imjn'oying by advice so gehtly giycn^ aud.a| 
itticreasing my aff6ctft)iM|*e -gralitude to tte f^mr: 

1 do not piit dbnm td the gcwe of cocnipliifif^iyt any 
ot^etrf ti)e>very fiafe'thfci^ yovuim^ sfaid of ^mcr 
£or 'f((4^ith»tkd]^g ydi!^^g^: genie »ml diseernv 
m&titi t hdkvej6\i tiftiA^ th^mr evk^y : c^^jf^-^^rrd asp 
tfeetie aiig two ^laisd^ of afUgfels, I wiB afeo allow iriy 
disposition to be nataraHj^^ arigelicil as yoa please. 
I wijl go further, and thankftrHy acfehowlddge th^t 
by the be^t of euWtation,' that wild nature h&t| 
beei|'iqnprove4 in many iiaslances intt> somewhat 
jrery different ; and that it is nftyduty not to silf 
jdowti disJcoiaraged ^t the infifnite that still remains 
to be amttttded ; but? like holiest Welch Betty^ to 
r^t up one weed- a*ftfer another fr6m day to day>^ 
prtid try, if I cahj fo sing aiid look chesrftil at itty 
work: Accordingly I have' gone on with mom 

' "' ' f cheeicfulness 
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cheerfulness ever since my mmd was relieved by 
writing its ovei'flowings to you ; and it has been 
greatly assisted by your very- kind- answer and en- 
couragement iM us, in justice to indulgent 
mercy, hope the best of another year, and mean- 
while make the best of the present I am sorry 
you had 3UchJst iwhirliag journey, and pity yowE 
fright from the 'wicked dog of a horse. I mol-e 
pity your pvetent onsettled situattion ; but comfort 
jTOurself when you. sit ah your littered rocnn, that at 
feast you can sit in it with an unlittered mind; 
which is more, I fear, tlwi many a fine l^yc^ia^ 
say, whose pictures, and shiells; and chiop. arejtha 
post i nicely arranged. I irejoice in yauy ah^werj 
our s.dtd not eom^tiJl yesterday, but tli^i.plentiff*V 
wdjwith oiW^fla3h 9i Ughtjtiinkg. midrdap <>f! ttiuQd§r, 
which my jnothier; and I wjoyed to perfection in a 
shorj aii:ingr Indeed » I did enjoy very highly the 
Hiency of its going off wjthpDt any ipore, pr piy 
l^r liQoth^r would have suffered muph- Since yoii 
w ent I hi^ve seen many agreeable^ people. Lady 
CharJptte Finch, who i^ most truly amiable and 
charming, brought her daughter hither in a most 
firieodly ipanner. Lady Edgeoumbe spent a plea- 
satit morning here. Good Mrs. Donnelan, you 
^pe, is gone to the regions for which slje had beeq 
?Q iQPg pr^Pftrii^gj ^J^d wljere sjckness is no more, 

Yfsterday's 
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Vcsterday^s weathei* affected me from head to foo|, 
j^iftduding my heart), yet I am well, in good hyt^ 
mour, and good spirits. 

His Grace charges me to have an account from 
you in writing when and where you saw the fellow 
picture to that which we call Luther and his wife, 
find how they xx)me . in* your'« to be called Caltia 
and Calvina! The Potter and Smytlie families ar^ 
here. We are as jolly as can be at meals, tind db 
not tnolest one another at other times. In a m(ii*nf- 
ing they go their way; and wef go buk'fe. In even^ 
5ngs I believe they havbi a quadrille, and wd snnni 
ter, or write, or do as we please.' ■ ' * '^ 

Lord Lyttehon is somewhat better to day, and m 
is poor Lady Tyrconnel, though her state is still 
very doubtful. ' 

This Letter was begun some time ago, but the 
Archbishop has got a sad fit of the gout, which ha$ 
put all other things out of my head. Think, poor 
soul, of the inconvenience to him not to be able t© 
sign his name for the last fortnight. But we are 
thatikful it came before he set out on his three 
weeks* journey of constant heat and business*. 
The Bishop of Lincoln is this day set out without 
iiim. Think but how glad I am to have all my 
^pbemes of three weeks' retirement and quiet thus 

f Jbe visitation pf hia diocese 

pyerturned. 
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overtui^ned. What aaxiety would my mpthei! and 
I unavoidably h^ve f§lt had he ^set put >vith,fi h^ji^ 
as big as two, and strong symptoffus of gout iii* l^i§ 
^ot! I woul4 not have. given up my ^sfiimta 
vitiro fort^ gayest scheme that qould ]^, offq?-iq(i 
me; but for this ^e schem^^ I 4o mpst;Joyf|ulJy. 
Not but I am gay too. Believe it c^.n^ bi^t it.jjsp 
absolal3i?iy fact, I was for an hour and thfee qu^rt^rs 
9s\ La^ly Np^ thumberjjmd's grand ^Quton. Saturdpyj 
ai^d very well pleased to field rpys^f tbeire*/ Jjven|; 
9^ seven, apd ^o\uTid; qnjy ; bei^ , l^cjly ship, an4 y<>Hr 
popr Charlotte, . l,.waSj pl^aaec^ with Cli^rlotte'? 
Ipoks, dress, and })el:iavipi^; .thqy seemed .to m^ 
very proper,. , I^X Nprtbuinb^rl^nd y^: ,Wy 
pleasant ai^i .agreeable^^and t^e Jpedl^^i d^d.pof 
begin to come in till about eight, and I cpui4 h^vp 
t)^en ^mu^ed with staying longer, but I thought it 
ri^t to be home by nine. I walked through^ tiSjie 
garden, which was prettily illumin^t^, . apd Tie- 
l^reated through a bacH door, by whicti I .avoidedl 
the crowd of coaches. The music in tlie garden^ 
was ju3t begun, tlie moon rising in glpry behind, aa 
illuminated ^^Icove, and thjs Priij^cess oi MeckJ^^m:^ 
bourg eyery minute expected, AlaSj^ X^J Nl^T** 
|humberland had r^.iscd my spirits, by ,teU?ing; nie 
Lord Anson was well enough tp be goc^ tbjat day 
to Moor Park : guess how we were struck by the 
sad news of tiiie pcx^ moroing* VeriF PQssibly had 
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he lived arid been tve:ll, I might never have seen* 
Wm more, but I always should have felt the com- 
fort of having a real and justly valued friend. 



Miss TALBOT to Mas, CARTER. 

Lambeth, August li, i7fo* 

I HAVE been very busy all day packing' 
tip drawers and papers, in order for tny removal 
for two days to Jessamine Hall, (a new and very 
appropriate name for my mother's hotel), while my 
6wn rooms are thoroughly set to rights, and now I 
am tired, and must go into the garden for a little 
fresh air, and look after the fishes, and the pusses, 
and the gull, and the ducks, and then 1 must write 
a Letter upon business for his Graoe, who cannot 
yet do it for himself, so adieu. 

This morning, between necessary attendances^ 
indispensible notes, dinner consultations, harpsi- 
chord tones,, paper murder, and visitors, I had not 
a minute till past twelve: then I went to tow«; 
Ineaning to make visits, but stopped short at Lady 
C. Finch's, and so pleasant was it, that I could 
Hot find in my heart to come away till dinn«r»time. 
'8 We 
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We had a pleasant party at dinner, and fot ihi 
evening ; tliis is the life you wish me to lead, as it 
is mightily calculated for health and amusement ; bnt 
could a little leisure be iiitermixed with it, it would 
be better still. If I have leisure to-morrow noon, I 
shall drink Bristol water, and saunter with a book 
in the shade. I wish you would write a little 
pocketable volume, philosophy or poetry, which 
you will, so it be quite new. I have a Letter from 
Mrs. Mackenzie, quite like herself, and that makes 
one love and pity her ; the Captain is gone witb 
Sir G. Pocock. I find from Mrs. Montagu you 
too are moved, and I want to hear from yourself 
an account of your new habitation, and whether it 
suits your fancy, or your fancy is forced (philosci- 
phically) to suit itself to that The latter b the 
surest way to be pleased, though I hav6 (shame 
for me) been here so many yeal's before I could find 
it out. Indeed this house and these garderis are 
this summer delightful. JEmin was at Mosco^v the 
end of April, and setting fora-'ard to Georgia, but 
txot in good humour, and he has iiot vouchsafed a 
•line to any one in England. 

Guess where I w as, and voluntarily, last Monday. 
In a small assembly room at Madame Munch-* 
hauseri^s, lEunong all the Excellencies from all the? 
courts in Europe— France and Spain, alas, ex- 
cepted. 
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oepted. I sat long by a k)0 table, tasurvey Prince 
Ernest : he is a very haudsome, lively, sensible 
youth. Do you know what a noble thmg Lady 
Northumberland . has done for ..poor Charlotte? 
Wl^n her goods were seized, she sent her a bank 
note of 5001. to retrieve them. Sweet Lady Spencer 
is in a doubtful way. My heart bleeds for poor 
Mrs. Poyntz and Charles, as poor hopeless Louisa 
still lingers on. — 17th. 

I am now determined to finish this Letter, for I 
am ashamed of it. The Archbishop is still but 
poorly, though it has been a friendly visit, without 
any alarniing symptoms ; but I fear he will have it 
in both hands, and I feel it grievously. But if I 
allowed my thoughts to dwell on the sad side, how 
should I keep up the cheerfulness that alone can 
make one useful ? Persons that are not well Ought 
see cheerful faces about them ; they are the best 
kind of cordial ; but indeed I would rather my own 
hand were in pain, and yet perhaps I should not 
bear it with lialf the patience that he does. This 
gout was obliging in coming no sooner. His Grace 
was called to St. James's only an hour before his 
usual time of rising; he was very well all that 
joyous diay, and has been at court several times 
jince ; I hope his hand will be well before the chris^ 
tening. 

Are 
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Are ;Jrou not delighted \Vith the choice df Lstdy 
Charlotte Finch for governess? Every body' is 
|)leased wHh it, hofw could they be otherwise, your 
^ill sdy. I shotild have been more pleai^ed stiu 
had 1 know who (nay, don't look so croSs) been 
made deputy governess ; insteaid of a certain Mri^- 
Colesworth, whom I know not. 

Let me congratulate you vii the admirable effects^ 
of your EpictetCis. The Czarkfa ha^ some time 
read it through with the highest admiration -and 
approbation. Df. Dumaresque is returned, glad 
to be recalled to a little living near Wells, of 1401. 
a year, given him by ttie Bishop of Batii and Wells; 
at Lord Grenville^'s reeorAmendatiorf. I liope 'ii 
Iv^ill not be lortg before he has' somewhat better '*^,- 
as all the Russians interest themselves for liiih iit 
a very friend-ly mariner. When be came away twa" 
moftths ago, Eminvt^as on his way to Asfera^an,' wit& 
a safe convoy, and a very strong Letter fi*om -the 
great Chancellor to Prince Heradius. ThepOor' 
Princess of Georgia died at Moscow the same day 
with the late Czarina, ao Imew not the event thatf 
had she lived would have answered all her wishes/ 
and recalled her to Petersburgh. 

Write -me any thing you know of Mrs. Mon- 
tague : she promised me i should see ar Vision in? 

• He hj^d afterward a stall at Salisbury. 
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v^r$e of Lord trytteltoa's, bat I feat haa fofgoit 



Miss TALBOT to Mr^- CARTER. 

Lambeth, Sept. I ^ 1762. 

Than^ my stars^ I have torn it this 
ihinute all to bits ! What ? Why a refleetioil upon 
the Vision, that would have made jrou smile, but 
that was of a kind I will not suflfer myself to write; 
€Lnd now I have had the trouble and the hindrance' 
both of writing and tearing it, I am pretty well ftyr-" 
tiiied against the next temptation. 
^ I am eniclosirtg back the Vision the V€^ flight I 
rec^ved. it,* to prevent all temptations to disho- 
nesty or Carelessness ; 'tis eertainly very elegant. 

bo your approbation I have been a second time 
At Madame Mianchhausen*s, but whether wearied 
with my ride, or whatever was the matter, I wad* 
less amused than the time before^ I fi^t to myself 

' * At th^ Editor ]s in possess] oh of st tofly of tbi^ Vision,' 
^^tch he believes is not inserted in any edition of Lord Lyttel- 
ton's Poeras^ and presumes that it may gratify the curiosity of 
the public^ it will be printed at the end of the fourth volume^ 

VOL. lit. C U 
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as if^ -I stood in every bddy'd way, and could «ot belp 
wondering what business I had there. However, I 
do really love those two girls, (well I may, for they 
have taken a passion for me, and call me nothing 
but ?m/ angely) and am heartily sorry that they are 
going to leave England for good, and all in about a 
week. We are to coiTespond, they assure me. I 
warned them fairly, that I am a sad deferring Cor- 
respondent. When, alas, shall I have a little lei- 
s^m to converse with myself? If I could but con- 
trive to rise early as you do, but my tealth will nftt. 
d^ow it, how happy would it make me ! 
^ yesterday evening we were entertained by on§ of 
the noblest storms I ever enjoyed, and truly this 
wfis not enjoyed without some mixture of terror. 
My mother sat with me till, past one, and I tried 
to amuse away her fears as suitably as I could by 
reading her some of the noblest passages in Dr. 
Young. By that hour we were both, even in spite. 
of kiniy somewhat sleepy, an4. there, was an in- 
terval of lightning (I mean an intervat of . darJkn^ss) 
that made. the Imll just passable.; 

On Thursday 1 condescended tQ ajuuse, myself 
with terrestrial grandeur, and went by a very 
obliging appointment to Lady Charlotte Fiiich^ ta 
see the young Prince in his state cradle, and after* 
wards spent an hour or two very agreeably in the 
Queen's drawing-room, drinking caudle, and chat- 

. ting 
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4mg With lady: Egre^^c^t, wko was et^eedlngty^ 
Idud aadiobliguag, as. was fill the gay wprld. t 
eveaniade aoquaintance with Mi$8 Van C. who 
looked very:dcv€r and very good-humoured. I coin 
vers^ yffittx aiy ffreat cousiaj, and was at 1^ tugged 
away by main force by my ^ootf cousin (Bet), who re* 
minded me ^ dinner-time in the midst qfiny cake 
and caudle ^md gaiety. One of the liveliest^ most 
£iriendly4o0king persons X saw, .was Mrs. Anne 
Pitt, who cmigf atulated^ tjojf a{3l)[>^arance at St* 
James's witii up-liited hand^. i ^ 

I have had. the long-:e]f:ppcti5d letter fi^m Sif 
Charles Foyntz, to tell me that poor Louisa's suf-* 
fepjuags are at last concluded. He proposes beiqg. 
here next mpnth. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs- CARTER. 

Lambeth, Sept. 30, I76i, 

Joy to yoti of the glorious news — ^the 
news so long expected, so almost despaired of, and 
so in^itely important ! If I can write but three 
lines you shall have them by this Post, Yet pro* 
bably mine.?Bay not be your first intelligence that 
the Havpmah iiurreadered the^^ame day that the 
J c3 Prince 



PriHce was b^rtt. How amazing is the 'serfes^rf - 
liercies With w hitb it ttos pleasted God to Wess thii^ 
ilation ! Our affairs in AmeHca had been utterly^ 
ruinei if this gyeat ^vetit had not taken ^cc. I 
long, for tile G^^ette, to ^e wfiat is faecoHie of Capt- 
Ma<ikettzJ€?. .' - • , : 

I cauM brfeab ftiy heart'^ftir the truly lyrave Ve^' 
lasco, who st66d single fn the breach, with the 
^and'ard in -his hand, and the coteuris wrfeipt round- 
his body, artd fif^d a ptet6l at our people, insteaA 
of asking quarter, as they entreated * him to do. 
He is, aias> Head bf hiSihonoWa^lef vtorinds. 'The 
rascally Governor of* the city, and the Viceroys of 
sdm^* other of the Spanish places wlio welne there^ 
have capitulated for their own palti^y tfeasores, but 
not a word for their master. ^Jhey are unhanged, 
and VelascQ is dead ] Eleven ships of the line are 
taken and three sunk ; already a million and a half 
of treasure is our's. Our whole loss in the affair, 
long and obstinate as it Was, is computed at a thou- 
sand men, and those, more by sickness than the 
sword. 

* 'What period' of oiir hist<3ry wad ever \o glorious 
as ^lie reign of Geoi^^e the ITiird ?; I have gmile'df 
and nodded to-dfi^ydt all the peopte inthef €W|/hfahi 
toad, ^a^d notitierf the good deUiS' .eri-the 'highway 
ia tM 6-or three. You see I alii^ki ctrtrftnihg spiritsy 
^irich say ^ that I am, thtmk'God, Very \^L '*l^e 

" Arch- 



^rohbisbop complains that bts hands are yet weak, 
and xme foot so so ; biit be waa &t court to-day^ 
where, tbe first word tlie Kings^id to him, aftjcr 
itbankkig him for his congrati^Jations^ was^ that 
•he muat pi^epare a thanksgiving: Collect for next 
Sunday. ' - 

My mother entertained us in bet music-roora 
last night with a charming concert. , Five of Mr. 
Sharpe's family, ^Messrs. Menoe and Soaper, and a 
little jolly boy of our butcher's, that looks exactly 
like a small clump of beef, and sings like an angeK 
He was new to Ihem all, and they were quite in 
raptures with hiin. Miss Dou^as was there in 
high rattle. She talks of writing you a long Letter 
so let her, 'tis a nice subject. Mr. Porteus*, the 
Cambridge , Chaplain, was also tliere, with whom 
we %s^ all much deliglited^ and who proved to be 
an old friend of the Sharpe's. Do not we live 
joyously here ? O dear, since I writ last wp have 
had a christening and a wedding, little Joyce h^s 
produced a little girl, and Dr. Hall has married 
Miss Carsaw. We saw them at breakfast, and I 
scarce ever saw ^ prettier or more pleasing young 
woman. I have long wished her this happiness.^ 
If you could suppose a damask rose, talking in a 
very sweet voice very sensibly, and looking mq- 

f Noiy Difiiop of Lundoni 

<Jestly 
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icrtly about it with very pretty eyc«, it would be 
Mrs. Hall. They went dii^ctly to Booking; she 
had never been five miles from home before. 

Have you been your country excur^oa you 
talked of? If not, pray make use of this lovely 
weather, vary the scene, and improve your spirits, 
Or I protest I wjlf either get you a place at court 
or a husband. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER- 

Umbetb* Oct, J), 1762^ 

Your last account of yourself, my dear 
Miss Carter, has never been out of my bead or 
Jieart a day since I received it, and has caused -me 
much uneasiness, I wish I could write to do you 
^ny good. AH that could be said on the subject 
Mrs. Montagu has said when she prescribed the 
perpetual blister, and your poble resoluticm of 
perseverance cannot be too much applauded, 
Desiring you to try the change of air signifies no-r 
thing, iiniess you were the subject of ap arbitrary 
prince, and one pould write you a " lettre de 
pachpt." — Only let what, alas, you have suffered 
this suipmer piafce you resolve to go to Tntibridge 
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next To Tunbridge foir its own sake, whether 
with or without such glass windows and sugap- 
plutnbs as Mrs, Montagu, Lords Lyttlcton an^ 
Bath. I wish you had been there this year, ev.en 
. with, the Burrows, who by the bye, have macje a 
strong friendship with Dr. Monsey. 

The Archbishop is, thank God, better, and 
again out ; I would not write to you while he was 
so bad, since my own hard heart felt so imcora- 
fortable about him, that I did not care to trust 
your's, which is pained when one's finger does 
but ach. My mother is quite well, and I am 
better than I have been for years, and daily feel 
tpore cause for thankfulness for all those kind 
cares and attentions that were, under a merciful 
Providence, the means of renewing a lease of life 
so near expired four years ago, and which I find 
at present so well worth holding. I am just at this 
minute in much the better spirits for having learnt 
that good Mrs. Smythe got safe last night to Wy- 
comb, as bridges had been carried away, and the 
waters out in the roads she meant to have gone, 
that made us very uneasy about her journey ; but 
,by crossing from Salt Hill to Wycomb she avoided 
them. I never saw the amiable efficacy^ of Chris- 
tian-principles more strongly than in her. The 
polish of the world, is mere varnish to what she 
acquires in her well-improved retirement; the more 

I see 
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J sec of her, the more I love and value her, ^ 
vrish it were ever in yoqr vyay to be better ac* 
fluainted Avith her — -in some very valuable partir 
pulars you greatly resemble each other. 

Oh, but do you know that you are actually 
jnarried to Mr. Foster? I learnt it from the Bishop 
of Oxford but two days ago. Some days since I saw 
poor Dr. Dalton ; he is grown a mere shadow, can- 
not walk a step, and h%s but little use of his hands ; 
however, he seems well, and talks a^ cheerfully 
and as much as ever. A most charming wife he 
has, who, instead of pitying and breaking her heart 
about him from morning to night, has a genuine 
joyousness of her own that keeps up his spirits. 
She conceals under a laughing countenance the 
most assiduous cares, makes him forget that be has 
any complaints, and seems quite happy herself i 
a life that would wear do^in any body else. He 
lent me a little book of garden inscriptions,, out of 
which I copipd two that pleased me, and enclose 
them, a$ you may riot have happened to se* 
^hem. 

Do not expect m« to say a wofd pf politics; I 
love sunshine and smooth weather, and hate clouds 
and storms. Send me just one line to say you are 
|)etter-j for it will much rejoice my heart. 



l^fjs* 
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Miss TAI.BOT to Mks. CARTER, 

I Umbeth, Jkc. 23. I76?t 

A M^RRY Christmas and a happy new 
year to you, deptr Mjss Carter, We heartily re* 
Joice in your amendment^ but we shall be ^o 
judges of it unless you let us see you before you 
see JLondon, as in coming from thence hither you 
'will be wearied, besides going into London air at 
once you will certainly have a seasoning cold; it 
js therefore humbly submitted to your consider- 
ation whether it wpuld not be better for you to 
spend a week in the verge of the smoke (before you 
go souse into it) ^nd be my mother's guest, as you 
was for a fev^ days in spring. I much w ish you 
may approve my scheme, as I shall then be sure of 
peeing you a few times comfortably. Do not reject 
my proposal, unless you are hardened enough to 
prefer the prospect of wreck from your windows 
before tliat of the plump porter and thriving baa- 
tams in Lambeth court. Poor Mr. Berkeley has 
been dangerously ill at Bray — but why do I pity 
biip for his illness, hqweyer sievere, caught in the 
indefatigable discharge of the noblest duty, in ftt- 
^ending his sick parishioners in damp cottages, 
^h^nlf Goc(, he is getting quite w^ll again. 

I hav9 
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I have lately been reading over with most sin- 
cere giatitude, and with many good resolutions, 
the kind, the truly kind Letter, you sent me on 
our last paiting. 1 hope you will find me on the 
whole a great deal better — ^far enough from what 
I ought to be stilL As languid as ever at times, 
but in general more evenly cheerful. I write with 
less dislike and difficulty than I did, work with 
indefatigable diligence; I have even done into Eng- 
lish, before I was aware, a sonnet of Carlo Maggi, 
and have more than half finished a pair of three- 
double ruffles. But every now and then, from in- 
voluntary unavoidable weariness, my countenance 
will fall, and my head be confused *. If you ever 
chance to see me at such an unlucky minute, 
ascribe it to its true cause, the weakness of soon 
exhausted spirits, and do not let it hurt you, for 
I think I am much mended since last year. I am 
afiraid you cannot give so good an account of your- 
self: the thought of this really hurts me, and 
makes me very impatient to see you, with the flatter* 
ing hope too that I may for once see you mend in 
London. 

* Tis melancholy to trace in all these symptoms the crue^ 
disorder that cut short the life of this most inestimable woman, 
and v;onderful to see how heroically she bore them, supported 
. by that hope that disappointeth not. 

My 
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r My quiet life has been distingulsbed to*<)aj by an 
iwrent that you will be pleaded to hear—rthe pleasure 
of Lord Ifytteltou'si company in njy dFessjng-rqoQi 
for half an hour. Whether pf.^is^ voluptary mo* 
tion, or whether the porter officiously told him I 
only was at hogae, I dare not enquire for fear of 
being mortified* Be that as it will^ I was sincere!^ 
glad to see him, he is looking quite well again. I 
meant to have writ you a longer Letter, but am 
interrupted. My chief purpose, however, in writ* 
ing is answered, that of pressing you to come 
here, and of having^ expressed some part of the 
affection and gratitude with which I am, my kind 
adviser, &c. 



Miss TALBOT to Mas, CARTER. 

. * Lambeth, Jpril 26, 1763* 

Indeed, dear Miss Carter, (though my 
conscience happily told me that there was ne need 
of conveying a. penitential billet to your couchcry) 
I did fully intend by the next post to. have 3eut 
you a Letter of thanks and much gratitude for 
your kind and constant visits, and for all the 
pleasure you had given us recluses, " with very 

QfteUi 
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often, I fear, much bodily pain and fatigue to 
jourself. But every hour has been taken up, and 
I feel at this minute (three o'clock) what has been 
the inspiration of toany a voluminous author, 
Iwioger, and as that must per force lyait till the 
grandees yonder have dined, I try to forget it by 
leading my thoughts to seek you on the sea-shore. I 
hope your three pilots * guided you safely to Deal, 
and wish much to see it under your own hand, and 
that you are tolerably well, and find every person 
^d thing around you as cheerful and comfortable 
^ one can expect J^ersons and things to be in this 
worky day zcorld. 

On Friday I called on Miss Sutton, but she, alas, 
had just been sent for to attend the last moments 
of poor Mrs. Pulteney. On Saturday my passion 
for High Dutch, which had been drooping ever 
since you went^ unfortunately revived, and stole 
away the time in which J ought to have wrote; but 
I flid write two short Letters, one to Lady Grey, 
to correct some monstrous lies I had writ her by 
way of news; the other to poor Miss Douglas. 
Alas, the accounts from Bristol are melancholy, 
but she fkncies the hearing from me a sort of 
Comfort, therefore that poor comfort she shall not 
want 

• Tlie 9ceo^nt of this journey wiU^ the pilots is given in 
pi|^c 16$ of the Mppioir^. 

your 



Your Carlo Maggi, were he iiot such a horrible 
papist, is a most excellent companion to me. Do 
you remember the laughing proldgii^ tp a comedy 
of Plautus ? Surely it is quite original : and whe- 
ther Cai*lo TB peniltential, or merry,, or critical, or 
satirical, or complimental, one sees the same pu^e 
amiable good mind preddnoinant trough every 
fpifn. Indeed Vit hurts me grievously that he 
should have beeii bom in a popish eouiHry, •*! 
some flights of his popery* are quite shoclaof^. 
Absurdities of this Idndwoiild I hat take otf his 
weight with many persons^ biit iSurely^there'^ight 
be a sceltd mBidQ even witii parts of Ms Letters to 
Rosa, that would be a mofet valuable ^ book: No 
dinner yet, ^dtny giniusJ flags: I must take a 
turn in the /garden where I haVe sJready spent a* 
couple of- hours to-^day. ' 

Well I have at last had a very good dinner- of 
beef; and received your Letter with much plea^ 
sure. Drank tea with Mrsi. J. yorke,ahd». re- 
turned by pleasant hiodnKght. I was^up at six 
this morn, that Mrs. Oovers and ptuty below 
might set out early on a country excursion. I am 
well, bat am heavy hearted in the extrcme for our 
poor sweet friend Miss Douglas at Bristol. 



: *S .• 
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M&6. CAilTER to Miss TALBOT^ 

:* - Doalv Jl% lOj 17153 ♦* . 

Nq cprtablya iPay dear Miss Talbot, ther^ 
was not the least shado;^^ of Teaspn for any sucb. 
Ullttt ajs you mQnriqR.frpm you, but of great grati- 
tcwfer/rcHPtiimeffqr the happiness J. always felt whea- 
ever I saw jo^ |hif jvip^r.. I am e.^treBaely ob; 
l^d "to you for giwng jme an account oi yourself, 
even •brfofe j^OH; received my Letter. 1 heartily, 
grieve to find -^yow stjll receive such bad accounts 
of po(u:]Mias«/Dt)ijtglaS|. alas J fear.np better are to 
be expect^^ ;¥oup inters must certainly be the, 
best human consolation she can possibly , receive 
in her. present melancholy situation, as yp^ have 
always beea in all respects the greatest blessing to 
her which she has eye;: known. I was aorry to 
fkid you was feustrated in your attei;npt; at seeing 
Miss Sutton. Her spirits I fear mjijst be hurt by 
an attendance of the, same melancholy kind as 
she was engaged in last year; but she has too 

r 

* It is much to be regretted that not any of Mrs. Carter s^ 
Letters are to be found from May 1762 till the present date, 
except the short cme copied in the M^ttoin gs mentio/ied in 
tile last page* 

Strict 
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stiict an attention to every duty of this sort to regard 
what effect it may have on herself. 

Carlo Maggi is, indeed, a most excellent com- 
panion, and I agree with you in lamenting thi^ one 
cannot recommend the most elegant, the most 
amiable, and the most useful of all the Italian poets 
without so man; cautions and qualifications. I 
wish your scheme of a scelta could'take place, and 
yet it would be a very difficult task, as I fear some 
of his finest pieces have often a mixture of popish 
wildness aijjj . absurdity. I do not particularly 
recollect the prologue you mention, and perhaps 
never read it, as I am mighty apt to skip *tlie 
humorous 'pieces, but I will look over it on your 
recommendation.— -But what have I to do at present 
with the sweet strains of Carlo Maggi? My business 
will be for some time to accommodate myself to 
the knockings of a hammer, and the scratchings of 
a saw. Not that I have yet been able to effect any 
earthly thing, but form schemes which nobody is 
at leisure to execute. 

I was much obliged by your dinner of beef, by 
which I am to understand that you are quite well 
My appietite has been rather mpre refined and 
sentimental ; sipping tea on my pillow ^las sufficed 
me ; but I am I think returning to a relish for more 
vulgar dinners, and next week I hope by air and 
exercise, which some idle impediment or other has 

prevented 



prevented ever ^ince I c^im home, :tp .^end m% 
head-aches. When you wf ite tp Bri^tpl I beg my^ 
iinde^stand best wishes, ; ; . / ^'■ 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs: CARTER- 

l^rabetb, Mai/ 14, 1763* 

My mother and 1 are sitting together 
after a really comfortable tfite k t^te dinner,, the 
good lady taking a gentle nap, and the rain dropping 
into the sullen fue somewhat like ^^lilton's minute 
drops from off the eaves. Dr. arid .Mrs. Potter, 
have been here some time, but are gone this fine 
day to .diiie at Cl^pham. Our after dinner amuse- 
ment has been a very pleasant Letter frpm Lady 
Grey, who returns next week. By and byl expect 
a very melancholy one from Bristol, perhaps it 
may not come to day, but cQmeit musty and I fear 
in a very little while, lam charmed witlf the Dean 
of Ossory (elder half brother to. poor Mr. NichoUs 
w^hom you remember there) for his humanity aild 
friendship to her, and that poor 6*iendless Miss 
Mackenzie, Lady Spencer too has I find been, 
very kind to them.— But alas, how poor a thing 

are 
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are the civilities of lords and ladies at such an 
awful period*-^Tbink what a pamful task I have 
engaged in, writing to her every post I have been 
doing it just now^ and it has sunk my spirits beyond 
e^i^pression. But I will change the subject, for to 
hurt oneself where one cannot do any good to 
others, I am sure is wrong. Carlo Maggi I am 
sure would not have approved it. Some of his 
prose is delightful. Pray do not read the death of 
Adam. It is extremely fine, but so painful, that 
at first it gives one's thoughts a wrong turn — one 
cannot get it out of one's head; yet if one thinks 
it throughly over, one may get a great deal of 
good out of it. We shall have a very different 
one after supper, Lady Mary Wortley Montagues 
Letters. They are very amusing for that half hour, 
and I dare say genuine. Mrs. Montagu whom I 
saw a few days ago, first told me of them. 

I have a thousand things to tell you — oh that 
you were here to hear them ! but absolutely caa 
write no more just now, so adieu ! 



vou in. JD • Km» 
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, Mrs. CARTfek to Miss TALBOT, 

* i)eal, 3% 25, 17(J5; 

I hAve everyday been wisliing to thsjnjf 
you for your Letter^ and every dty I have been too 

'.miich harassed by business of 0n*e kind or othear 

:to attempt it. A fit of the head-achfe has sent nie 

rto my piJlow to-day^ and I will try if my tea w31 
enable me to write you a few lines. I, have ju§t 

J got my apartment finished in our new house, anji 
am h6w conveying my books, &c. there. The 

rranging them in their places, following the workmen 
in the other rooms^ and such like jobs, find me 

.such constant employment that I am worn down 
every night Indeed I have laboured more for this 
last fortnight than befits ^ two legged creqtture; 

liut I.wa& in aucb k hurry to get my affairs put 4i> 
some train befoTe.Iset out, that i kn^ew pot well 
how to avoid it. In the midst of my bustle it helps 
to untire me when I consider it is the last of the ' 
kind in which I am ever likely to be engaged, if it 
pleases God to preserve us from any unforeseea 
accident — One part of my business has been to 
reduce a strange wild stony spot into the form of 
something like a garden, which is happily com- 

.; ::. o _ pleafedr 



pleated. It is ismaller than you can well imagine, 
but it will be full of roses and honeysuckles, and I 
am please^, pj)4*thaj}kfol for it \ And tho pfssessor 
of Versailles can be no more. 

I heartily grieve for what your spirits must suffer 
by the melancholy task which you have the goodness 
to undertake of writing so frequently to popr Mips 
Douglas, it must be the greatest and most useful 
comfort that our poor friend can possibly receive. — • 
Perhaps by this tkne she does not need it. Mi?s 
Mackenzie's situation makes one's heart ache. I 
am obliged to you for mentioning the kindness and 
attention they have both met with (rom the Deepi 
of Ossory. 

Our iparty is to rendezvous at Dover on the third 
of next moilth, you will I hope give me the pleasure 
of hearing you are well before I set out. My bead 
thinks it has been sufficiently complying, and is 
l^ecpme outrageous, so I must say adieu !— * 

♦ In this little spot did Mrs. Carter spend many hours evety 
dtty, having cdrected all the sweets so smjill a place could 
dmtaui) it was quite an orpament to the Sputh end of Deal. 
In it she reaped her Oak so jii&tly cel^hrf ted by Mis^ Kjiigl^t, 
epd whicji is the veneration and delight of the inhabitants of 
its vicinity. As long as it is in the Editor's power he will 
<;arefully shelter it from every ill. 
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> Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTEH- 

Lambethi Mtty 28, )703- 

Ha© I not received your Letter, dear 
Miss Carter, I should certainly have sent you my 
j;ood wishes for a prosperous and pleasant voyage. 
I beard it all talked over on Thursday at Mrs. 
Montagu's, and am already impatient to bear of 
your safe arrival at Calais, without being eitlier sick 
or sorry. Be sure to write me from thence if it be 
but a line. Our accounts from Bristol are much 
the same, poor thing her suffering are great ; God 
send her a speedy release ; she still flatters herself 
she is getting better. 

I am glad your worldly affairs are so near settled, 
though to be sure if I was as neai- being wolfs-meat 
as Mr. Boscawen imagines you to, be, it would be 
the least of my thoughts how to fit up an elegant 
apartment against ray return. — Forgive roc this 
horrible attempt at raillery, it is really in the taste 
of Harriet Byron's Miss Barnwell. Many many 
comfortable years may you be the possessor of this 
new dwelling, and many pleasant summers may 
you spend there, but not one winter. 

When you are once over the sea, I shall expect 
yon to steal on to CoiistaQtipoplei and write us word 

whether 



whether Lady Mary Wortley Montagu writ true. 
I bad the good luck of meeting at Mrs. Montagu's 
Mrs. Anne Pit^ who is sy rely mostinehantingly 
agreeable. There is with all her archness somewhat 
so natural and unaffected — ^for the heart of me I 
cannot be afraid of her, though with that superio- 
rity of understanding to be sure I ought. 

This morning we have been with Mrs. Hayter, 
wlio was delightful. No house in town pleases me 
with the fitting up so much as their's. In others the 
<>roament%,only tell one the proprietors have taste, 
while every little trifle that is ^dded at Mrs. Hayter's 
seems to say our ladies have resignation, and endea- 
vour by plaqiug cheerful objects round them, to 
express their gratitude to that Providence which has 
taken away what was most dear to them, for the 
possibilities of comfort and relief it has mercifully 
left them. I am afraid when you called there you 
did not walk over their small dwelling, every crick 
Ijnd pomer of it is made pretty, and 'tis full of odd 
nopks, and unexpected staircases, and whimsical 
iclosets^ ^bat are preferable to all the four square 

room^ |n 1 am interrupted, bon soir, bon 

voyage. 
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I^ambetb, June \7f 17^3. 

jidw much am 1 bbligeclltb you, my dear 
IVfiss Carter, for stealing so iii^y 'minutes from ihb 
amusing scenes around you, and from such cdra* 
panions * As you have in this agreeahle toiir, ^th 
make me a partater in your ^iitiertainmerits, Tt 
rejoices me to see you are in such spirits ; though 
Mrs. 'Anne t^itt would be terrified were she to see 
your Letter from Lisle, from considering what your 
spirits will be after 100 gallons of Spa water, if 
they are so improved while you are only on the rpa'd. 
It is with true delight I compare the prosperous an4 
pleasing journey you are now engaged in with that 
melancholy (though I thank God successful) one 
tliat yoqr friendship led yqu to take four years ago^ 
The same motive has again drawn you from home f^ 
and I hope you will Jiave the safne joy on its con- 
clusion without going through the sanr^ anxiety. I 

♦ Lor^Bath; Mr. and Mrs. Montagu; and Dr. Douglas, 
chaplain to Lord Bath, and afterwards Bishop of Salisbury. 
Mrs. Carter's Letters from the Continent ^re omitted here, 
having been printed in her Memoirs. 

+ The healtji of a dear friend; in this instance, Mrs* 
Jiontftgu, in the preceding one, Miss Talbot, 

should 
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snould have kpo>yn by your manner pf writing that 
Mrs. Montagu * was better, though I thank you for 
telling me sp. From hence you cannot expect 
.nothing but tlian^a, 'for we untravelled folks have 
nothing to say that is worttrreading, at ]ea5t I am 
in a ^t of insH)idity that seems as if it would last 
'till you comjB from Spa, for so long probably will 
the summer last, and then I spend so much time 
in the fragrant open air^ that when I come in I am 
fitter to sleep than to coiTespond with beaux esprite. 
Remember tlierefore 1 write to you as the Miss 
Carter at Bristol who is used to see the worst of 
me, and to bear it patiently, and who has an abso- 
lute indefeasible right to know in what sort of way^ 
and in .what sort of health I creep on through insig- 
nificant still life; and do not let " Mademoiselle 
Mademoiselle Carter a Spa,'^ (and much less 
^* Madame Madame Montagu,") know what dull 
paquets come under her address. Jt know no way 
of makipg my Letters amusing, but by exhorting 
yuu to go to Constantinople, or to some place as 
far distant, and then every line from* England will 
become interesting. But I had rather you should 
.think me dull at a few days distance than be impa- 
tient fpr my Letters at the extremity of the globe. 

jBetweei^ the dates of your first and second Letters 
the town, was amazingly. bright and gay, of which 
to be jsure.Mjrs. Montagu has had abundance of 

inteili- 
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Intelligence from various correspofident»« The 
Duke of Richmond's fireworks we saw very pr^til^ 
from Lambeth gallery ; and about half a scor^ of 
'Masks we saw at L|dy Grey's; I have not preserved 
a distinct idea of any of their dresses; though 
Lady Howe's which was somewhat Turkish pleased 
me extremely ; her figure so perfectly genteel, her 
manner so suited to her dress, and yet so much her 
own. i hear that in general there was more aim of 
keeping up to the characters of .the dresses than 
lias been usual at these silly entertainments. The 
illumination, that evening in the Queen's gardens, 
was such an ainiabje pleasing galanterie, and on the 
wholie so well executed, that you will I am sure 
haye been pleased with hearing of it; and I hope 
you indulge an honest English vanity in talking of 
all the?e things in countries where they will certainly 
igure well in conversation, 

tVe are infinitely struck with ^he device of your 
seal : a jolly plump gentleman, with a huge dart 
sticking I tWnk |o all appearance in his throat, but 
as I conclude it is a dart of your's, I make no 
doubt of its being deep in his heart by this time» 
Yoiir clironologers at St. Omer's are delightful^ 
Witb your guide to Lisle I am not a little angry, 
however you' got safe through your rough twelve 
miles— I could enter into some political debate on 
the appearance of' wretchedness you expected m a 

5 . J^^; 
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Iflind of iifaprery, as I am coQviaced that Tno^frat^ 
slavery is less productive of wretchedness, than 
immoderate liceitiousness. The field of^the slothfid 
will not mend its desolate appearance witho^t some 
exertion of authority to s^t him to work. What 
you mean by the town of Xislp hemg paved like ^4 
Jame^s pqrky (those are your words) we do not 
quite comprehend, though indeed I have pre9umed 
for park to feacj square*! I could gladly hayi^ 
accompanied you in your visits to the Nuns, and 
long to have some acquaintance with sc&ur Contented 
*who yoi^ see has not the least need of your 
Epictetus. But | did not think ladies had be^i 
forbidden to see the inside pf nunneries, and I 
^cy she must have seen somewhat peculiarly 
mondaine, and anti-nunnish in your looks, that put 
her oa frightening you away with such a terrible 
ponditipn. 

The Archbishop has the gout, but cht^rges me 
Tv|th kipcl renaembrances to the traveller — My 
inothef sends her lov^ — Poor Mbs Douglas is much 
as she was. The newest news I can send you from 
Jbence is (hat Mr« Johnson the head gardener was 

^ In Mrs* Carter's original Letter the word' Par^ is erased^ 
^nd Sfifif^e writteu over it; which roust have been done when 
the letters were returned to her after Miss Talbot a death, for 
the correction is in her own hand writing. There are roanj 
}ji^i|^ir49st4QC€i in be r l^lt^rs* 

ycsterdajr 
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jcstj^rday ^jyrrjed to Miss Mplly IMoore^ gi ypung 
lady as accoxnpli'shed as the l^rinccss ^ausicaa * : 
. apd I riiaU^ believe they will be very happy, for they 
Jboth continue in the family. We all long to hear 
that your acquaintance is commencing with the 
K^ng of Prussia, as we fully intend that Mrs. 
Montagu and you sliould make him quite good. I 
-was so fully determined tliat this should go to-day, 
that I would not once trust myself amongst the rose 
bushes though they are in the highest te^-uty. 



-**4 



Miss TALBOT to Mac. CARTER. ^ 

Lambeth, Jufy 2, 17^3. 

Another Letter ought to set out for Spa 
Kith thanks for the very welcome one receiiyed 'from 
thence. I quite envy Mrs. Cbapone's for Having 
been the first to welcome you, and I may the more 
excusably, as mine would have been earlier biit for 
my involuntary hindrances. 

I was disappointed to find Bruxelles so di^gree** 
able a ,town. Mr. Charles Poyntz says there is no 

<» See Hoaxer's Odyceey. Book VI. 

-Cathedral 
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Catbfedral there, but ^sctaie cabinet of qurV^kiBsf 
that you ought to have fieen : you f Uoiald al&o baMP 
studied the laee wi wiufacture. He has tbeen in town 
a few days to iafce leave erf Lady Spenper who JB 
already on her way to you. Pray be^ood toh^ 
and keep her as quiet tas you can, that .she may Bat 
$00 soon ivear out tbat delicate frame and ^^ 
fcweet mihd. 

Your .journey to liege was dreadful,;aM»d I confegs 
I had rather travel Hvith^ve iat EngUab <geatlewoBfi#fi 
fD a stage leoadi along our ^iiKMMbh tUni^pjJce vqsids, 
ihan with Mrs. Montagu iien^lf viaia. yis m the£^ 
Tugged : and lealawitous ways. Evan /i&hould nolv 
prefer Lady Abercdr&'s partie>at Tvinbrygei^o j/oeir 
iictegant conversaaionds orer the mottntains. lam 
^lad hoM^^^er you intend *to mpass'tiie Spa moutt* 
-tains, ^v43icfal€aiife{i5,^were I onee therieiy lahailid 
fi« totbtodo, till the howik^ofwiteiFwolvea^dco^ 
roiit the Ntadjfdar by a new xnae, /OneiwhQle winttr 
Bishop Benson spent :there, «^I look lopon the 
2place' for that reasim as you peopleiof ^anius do 
inpon M[;kiS0]c ground: iDo'find oat if ymi can the 
tpeopi^ ii4|h fyfham 'be lodged, &r ifim are worthy 
eof tljc^ pleasure ^wjichtany tittle >aneodote they can 

'* 'Pr^baWy ftc arsenal, Vfhic\^ Wrs. Carter did see -aid 
oBie&tk)n»aa a'Jbettcir to \$99it^v(infni» 
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lell you of him, or the s^ing him remembered with 
•fiectionate reverence will give you. 

When you complained of rain we were choaking 
with dust, but now 'tis kindly come hither, and I 
hope has left ypu at liberty to ramble about and 
drink. You must never write to me when it gives 
you tfie head^ache, but whenever your Letters come 
the day i^ marked with an agreeable incident — and 
that let me tell you is no small matter in days so 
tiniform as our's at Lambeth in England. X 

. You are charming pretty ladies to refuse venturr 
ing into a nunnery, and then attack the poor monks 
in their convent. The good friar did Iwell to see 
you safe into your coach. I like your white walls 
very well, they are clean and cheerful. Perdrigan 
|8 affroqted at your mentioning the music of a 
cuckoo, when Spa it seems is famous for its nightin- 
gales. But I am more afironted at the owls of tbe 
<»untryy that they have not yet sent a deputation 
jfmm the wooded mountain to your window. 
- Mrs. Frstncis, who was here two or three days 
^to study rosea fresh from the tree (and they are just 
pow in most sweet bloom and the whole garden 
fragrant beyond expression) is somewhat aQxio^s 
to know whether the trimming ii^ arrived bright anc} 
whole through so many misi^dventuros : i could not 
help telling her of the overthrow of the chaise 
liiarine^ because a little separate solicitude that doe^ 

P0% 
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not go near the heart is very useful to keep one's 
spirits in play : Charles Poyntz added that the very 
packing paper (a stronger texture than gauze) Used 
to be shook to absolute powder in those rocky roads. 
All this to be sure is well worth sending over seas 
and mountains ! Tis well the post and paquets do 
not know what trash they carry. You would have 
had a longer Letter had I not been interrupted by 
a most agreeable visitor for three hours, and now I 
am engaged for the rest of the day. All happiness 
be your's. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, July 21, 176S. 

1 CAN have no longer patience, dear 
Miss Carter, 'tis ages since I heard from you ; 'tis 
aear three weeks since I sent away my last : and 
the only one I have had from Spa was dated i\» 
17th of last month. I am seriously uoeasy and 
apprehensive of your being ill. Mrs, Covers* 
(for I have bad so many soliloquies about you, that 
she overheard one of them) says, to h sure you 

f The Housekeeper. 
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are so taken up mtb all the fme places and jinc folks 
at Franc^i tlmt you have no time to write. But J 
know you are not at Paris, nor drinking the waters 
oi Lethe, and unless those of Spa had acquired 
the same quality you would not I am aure quite 
forget me. Indeed, had Lord Lyttelton been qf 
your party, I should have had some suspicion thajt 
he had carried you off en croupe upon his Pegasiys 
to that more classical water drinking place, in order 
to note down the conversations you might fall into 
with illustrious shades; and though I am convinced 
he would have brought you back again very safe, 
yet a single glass of Lethe inadvertently taken might 
have robbed me of my correspondent effectually. 
I do not know how I can write so idly for I am 
unhappy till I hear from you. 

I hope you have sent all your min to us, and 
that Spa rejoices in seasonable sunshine, while poor 
Tunbridge is drowned. Not that I am at Tun- 
bridge, but I had a Letter from thence just now. 
It is thin, dull, and wet I think their number of 
dancers ^as not exceeded four couple. Our late 
Tarns have made jessamine hall delightfully fragrant. 

I think it will be a relief to your mind to know 

poor Miss Douglas is released, it was so to mine. 

* A painful relief indeed to know that one shall never 

more in this world enjoy the enlivening society of 

one so very amiable and so truly friendly ! But, alas, 

for 
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for mdnths'pak there has not appeared a possibility 
bf her recovery; she was perfectly resigned, and 
Indeed as earnestly desirous, as was consistent with / 
resignation, to enter on that 9tate *^ whete the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary ar^ at 
rest." What a life of suflfering has h6r s bem ! i 
can think this ^ith j^teaAure «©a?, because n^w I 
can only tliink of it* as enhancing her futum, iwty 
rather her present happiness. With what a peco- 
liar nobleiless of character did she go Ihroagh gudi 
various trials! Her friend Mrs^ ftodney was at " 
Bristol, and a very great comfoit to her for some 
weeks befdre she died. The Dean of Ossory wafe 
with her €very dfey, and has behaved m a manner 
for-which I shall honour him as long as I liva He 
^has taken poor little Caroline Mackenzie home to 
his own house. I was anxious to think what woiild 
become of her now her aunt was dead and fear 
■parent's return ^o very uncertain. I hkd jolt 
received u Letter from Mrs. Mackenzie, dated 
Jamaica. Judge then how agreeaWy I was surprise 
ivhile thUt Letter lay before me, to see her come 
into tny room. She had flown lip to town, fa^ 
' heard the fatal news, ^nd was hastening bock 4o 
Portsmtmth to carry her two boys to their long^ 
labfefeiil fether. Her look wte excessively distressing^ 
^nd she did not sbed a^ear, which, mher wfaa^ 
':30^apt to cry, alarmed me; so I did not let her go 
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tni I had led her into conversation that made her 
cry heartily. She is far from well, has numberless 
perplexities and vexations^ besides tliis heavy af^^ 
flicti(Hi. I wish they were a little settled in some 
comfortable way, that she might take care of herself 
and her children* 

If you are not well, I ought not to have writ 
you so much on such melancholy subjects ; — if you 
are well and gay, they will serve as a contrast and 
do you good. Amidst all this variable weather we 
all continue well here. His Grace rides out every 
morning at six, (compared with your Spa hours 
that will make no figure,) my mother goes every 
now and then to sigh over the desolateness of 
London, and sometimes tugs me along with her, 
but it is really at present a detestable place, espe- 
cially as Parliament-street has not advanced an inch 
this fortnight. Pray ask Mrs. Montagu what is 
become of Dr. Monsey ; to be sure it would have 
been rather a shorter way to send and enquire of 
Lord Godolphin. 

I am curious to know whether you have at Spa 
. (as at all places of that sort here) any circulating 
bookseller : if you have I shall not wonder you 
have no time to write, for as his shop must contam 
the whole collected nonsense of Europe, it must 
be a temptation irresistible. We have a Lady a Julia 

Mande* 
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Mandetille here, written by Mrs* Sheridan V that 
has faults and excellencies enough to raise it above 
tills denomination. Pray write soon. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, Avg. 11, 1763.- 

1 FEAR, dear Miss Cartel*, you will b6 
gone from Spa before this Letter arrives there; how- 
ever, it will Qvertake you in some f)art of your tour. 
When I received your last paquet I had the satisfac- 
tion of knowing I had a Letter and Note oti the road 
to yod, besides a million of remembrances sent by 
Mr. Arden. But after all, could you you find in 
your heart to leave I'amiable Barohne AUemande? 
1 wish sincerely you could find out that Bath \Vaters 
Were better for her nerves thin Spa, (t had still 
rather ydu tould in conscience recommend the 
Dog and Duck, ^ just by us,) and bring her over 
to England with you. The description you give 

of her has had such effects as would make Mrs. 

'.'•■',•..• • -J. 

• It was written by Mrs. Brooke, 
f A itiirterdl* spriitg in St. George's Fields, belonging to It 
tavern known by that sign. 

yoL« Hi. £ MontagUi 



lHontagti, atmd all har flaunting with AIt6S»ei^ 
ip^e w4tb envy. Such a <S)nqiiest ha& Madame iaf 
Baronne made frt^o^maTiyiiuffdred fml€» distance^ 
as evert her own humility would he proud of* W;^e 
shaM scarce forgive you? if you leave Spa before^she 
does, and not even tlien, if you do not settle a» 
Correspondence with her; nay, I do not know 
whether I eball be ^ite satisfied with your taste, 
if you do not espouse some German Baron, in 
order to pass the remainder of your days in her 
neighbjourhood. Do tell me what part of Germany 
she ftdjorns, I b^v^ but two German friends, and 
fcr their aarfcesj bec^ae they are good gir}s, I wnsh 
them acquainted with her. You have not so 
aiuch as told nue bcP name "^^ nor whether she has 
a Baron or is au aimable vcwve. I am^ ipipatient 
jbr another Letter — and how peevish shall I be if 
you are goae away from Spa^ anjd write to me 
ortly about fu)Q hous^^ and prospects. But , write 
frtwut wiiat you will^ your Letters: majte me vastly 
J9»pQrtent, et c est a qui le» auri le premier. As 
f(^ JViysi. ]\Jt>Ptaj^'si it would have beijditened niy 
importance beyood imagination, biit injthis ppint 
I wasextrenoely honourable, resisted, an ali^nost jr- 
fesistible temptation (for I actually did not shew 

* Madame <e Blum, of wh0m see «wq* i^ 5IiB» C^»^r*s 
Letters from Spa. 

it 



\/t, tp. L0r4 H^fdwkke, who 6*me hkhcr juat aii t 
b»4 rfc«ive4 ^e p^t^uet, oiid >oul^ bave been 
p^^Mliariy \¥«Fthy pf ti)0 ^oftfidwupe) ««id by ti^ 
iwy laext p^t ^wt it'awQ.y tp Mrs. Ves^y. 

A^. J9- Whai h08lds ftqtj beart3 folks bdw U 
Spfl,! Ihw^e just rw^ivji^ yfiHur's of the aist, in 
^riiisb ypu tftllc to ine <rf ft feejie HoilWfibise md 
# C^IH>^|SS^ ftPg0iiqu^, for ii<eifcb«r of whg^ do 
I care, arid say nO more of la BarPBJMi tbaia if no 
fiiicb j^ipfilabl^ beisig ewsted. I teg^ to suspect 
1^ \s t^My 0p c5t*B, aad thftt ^be i$ only un 
^0 d'ia>^gkiatipri, whom ypu dr«aUot pf on tlae 
iB^piri^g briipk of tlj6 Grerpijsterp #prkgi TbiP 
.4Mciphbi?*pp #^ft N^i yo» lar? only fiilten iri love 
-wjai iwipJtier wpffijan^ w4 tfee first is foi^ A 
j^ri^tty gientlpipaan ypy wijl qonie boro^ indeed, fi 
y^l^gf i Bu| ^ay m9th^h vbp lovw yariety, ^- 
pJlLuds ypii cKtrwn^y fw writings more on one 
mh}^^p t Tis /^iir^y bi^ppsisibte tbat widi so many 
Fiyeni^ ^s firgsb irnppr:tW (for Germany baiog by 
your ao^pimt it^mMf^^ Jlcaow iiothing thai can 
spfeer yjwfc wcept you retnrn tbrough • Holland,) 
flis, ini^ssibl^ ypu jCfltn ,tbink pf rusticating for 
jwwaa ffi^nfl^ W fli«. K#Btpi> ^pa&t. Take my 
ftjviqp, .isiw^ 4imotiy.tc^ I^ondWi m^ pUy off all 
afjOHf ^f^tt^xm j|«*J wiojiud^rfcs fof pne week 
tbaft we iM9^/AM 4b«in »i pe^eptioo; then go to 
J)^i ,m^ fB^yf I^QP^ip ggfKQi wd jTJsituro lb 
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spring just such as you used to be, that beiri^ 
i>eyond sea, and hlaving once trod on French 
ground, you should come back without seeing 
Paris, is to me astonishing; or that being so ftp- 
;parelled as Mrs. Montagu describes, you should 
beai' the thoughts of not being seen at Paris, is 
most exemplary. Too many English are there al- 
ready, and French hotels are actually advertised in 
our newspapers. 

If Princess Esterhasi saw two ladies 1 have in 
in my head at this minute as samples of English 
women, I do not wonder at her impatience to ht 
inu-oduced to* the rest; but let her never come 
over, that she may never be undeceived. Dr. 
Mont^y ^as twice exhibited himself here, and 
seems tolerably well. If newspapers reach Spa, 
you will have been hurt at seeing the Archbishop 
mentioned in them as confined with a fit of the 
graveL It was, I tliank God, tolerably short and 
favourable, and he was quite well and riding out 
again before the newspapers made him ill. Twp 
days' anxiety disagreed both with my mother and 
myself, but we are quite well again. No other 
event has varied our qui^ life ha-e, but the agree- 
able one of Imving had Mr. Berkeley with us fiwr 
a few 4lays ; a friend that, whether hv cheerful or 
.melancholy hours, is always welcome, always use- 
ful; iildced I know, no one of his yeidrs that is xi 
i ■■•;. - ^- any 



wy degree comparable with hino ; yet, formed foi; 
the mQ3t important stations, he seems fated to live 
io a cottage *, which makes me peculiarly peevish 
just no\V, for that cottage is surrounded by the 
small-pox/ so much to be apprehended for his wife 
and son. Pray thauk Mrs. Montagu very much for 
permitting me to see your true character. I hope 
for a swond part, as she who has so exquisitely 
described your preparations ought also to inform 
U3 what conquests they have made. I long also 
for a Letter from Cologne, because I have no nor 
tion what Jo expect or what motive carries you 
thither. May gopd ismgels guard you through all 
your Journie^! 



Miss TALjBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambejth, ^</^. 23, 1763. . 

You kindly bid me write again to you, 
dear Miss Carter, as soon as possible, and I obey 
jou as nearly a$ I cm. I might indeed have writ the 

* This very good and amiaUe mat), soo to the celebrated 
bishop, of Cloyae, was afterwards a Prebendary of Canter- 

ver/ 
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ftty night after I received your Letter, but 1 wall 
too weary, and this is the next Pdst. Ypur*$ has 
tfo date, except that being Writ a ^*eek after Mr. 
. Cotnyn's arrival at Spa. 1 hope bfefbr^, this time 
you are satisfied of my having received your fmt 
Letters, and circulated that admirable one to Mrs, 
Vesey, 

Had I writ to you 6n Saturday I shbuld prt- 
Imbly h^ve metitioned to you Lord and Lady Egre- 
inoftt as people whom 1 had seen that day well 
find happy. Think but how I was struck (havihg 
ihanced to see nobody on Sunday) with the fata] 
Article ih this day's paper^ So instarttaneous are 
the transitions from this false world's highest pros-^ 
perity to its deepe§t distress! I am indeed most 
truly concerned — How will poor Lady Carpenter 
support this last stroke, so sunk as she was by the 
former? Yet the first person to grieve for is Lady 
Egremont*; but 1 think she has, along with great 
feeling, great composedness of spirit, and thorough 
right principles, which with the care of her chil- 
dren, and tender ajitentioif not tq give Ijer mother 
additional distress^ will help to support b^i** My 
tiOrd himself is I fancy a very great los^ in public as 
well as private life, — 'Tis ^ great satisfactiqq to me 
"|o recollect the proper manneir m which be was af- 
kobti by that afm&ble closing so&ne of Lord Tyr* 
connel, and that he has had above a year since tdr 

be 
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Ibc tile bdter for it. — But I will dwell no k«iger on 
this affecting subjiict 1P6U have so strong a sens> 
t)fiHty for every 'sufiif*rer, that one cought not to bring 
any melarlcboly scenes into y^ur view. I wish I 
had wi'it OQ Saturday, for then itny ideas were all 
cheerful Alt hci>e, I thank God, are well and 
happy ^still, a^d thankfol ai^e ought to be for everjr 
^ay's, for eyei-y hours continuance ^f domestic 
.cotnfort We even p^ropose to have one .af our little 
concerts on Friday, though I do not loye to loot 
ibfwani eveti through half va. weeJk to a day of 
Tibteet^fulness, it so* very seldom aiiswevs, even at 
the best. Fie upon fcnel I shall sink your spirits 
worte thau thje saddening wafer you began with at 
3Spa, and which, by the way Mrs. Anne Pitt hope^ 
jou Avill -coiK:lu<Je with, that jou may drink yom> 
$elf down to ^ proper pitch for mere fkiglish coi>- 
versaiiotu 

I Itope you will have a fair day to waVk i)ver tl^ 
precipices you talk of. — It w^ould really be much 
for my peace if all niy friends would stay as quietly 
nl honie as I do in these sad seaspns — ^bujt thesre 
are you aUtd Mr^. Monjagu ascending and desceud 
ing mountains, fording torrents, and croasiug seafe 
— there is Lady Grey gofeig wa^udjering aboujt the 
Peak — and sundry others dispersed in suich vjarious 
places, and engaged in such adventures, thai; it 
tires oue to think of jou all^ nor is one easy in 
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seeiog a storiji biow over one s head, when onf 
Jcnows not on which of one's vagrant friends it is 
gORe to burst We had here on Friday noon th^ 
mo^t solemply alarir^ing darkness I ever beheld, 
but, I th^k God, the stprm that ensued was not 
equal to the awfql preparation. Never let m? 
imagine ag^iq that I have a passion fbr the gloomy 
;aBd the terrible, for tjiis so afFpcted my spirits 
that for a few minutes it almost took away my >%^ 
voice. 

Lady Grey is as delighted as * she ou^t both 
with thje Peak apd its enchanting environs. There 
U some sense in going thither in sue)) a eummer 
a^ this, but then it must be to stay the whole of 
it As for people ip foreign parts, the wisesjt 
thing they can do is tQ come hpme again to sweet 
J^nglaiid as fast ^ they can. I shall wish for ft 
Letter from the Hague, but if you have not tinie 
to write, do not perplpx yourself about it If you 
would see an qimable flollandoise enquire out Mader 
jnoiselle Barcel. I think I have no other friend ia 
Holland but Sir Joseph Yorke. The best wishes 
of this house attend your journey and ypur re^ 
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Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

lAmbeth, &p/. 22, 1763. 

WzLCOUB again, m^ dear Miss Carter, 
to your native land. Most sincerely I rejoice in 
your safe return, and ;5liall disinterestedly enjoy 
the thoughts of your reposing at home, after so 
many fatjguej, till January; though I dare say 
Mrs., Montagu, who has had you with her all this 
while, canppt help being unconscionable enough to 
grumble aj; not bringing you on directly with her. 
^ould I have foreseen exactly when you would 
arrive at Dover, a Letter should have met you 
^ere, for I am greatly in your debt, and impatient 
^o {ell yoju ^ow glad I am, both that you have 
jtaken thi$ a^eeable tour, and that you are happily 
jcome back. Out of your debt I shall never be, 
for I shall ney^r.have half so many pretty things 
to teil ypu ^"ypu have entertained us with all this 
^ummex. I ^m T!?aliy ashamed of the insipid 
Letters I h*ve sen J you, for besides the unvaried 
jscene and my Qwn increasing dullness, I have felt 
jgen^e when I have wjrit to you as one does when 
talking in a mixed company; because there was 
4pnly pne of your party except yourself whom I 

irared 
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cared for in the least, and even of that valuable 
one I am in awe. I know this is ridiculous, but 
now ydu ar6 q[uite yourself a|aiO) J feel ea^y, and 
can write nonsense. 

Aj^ much hnpatieftt^e as my insipidity admits of 
I shall really feel it till I see Mrs, Montagu, anci 
indeed the more, as seeing her will enliven my 
stupidity, and make me Inofe tolerable; but ^ 
JbOflish cold (not bad, and already mending,)- will 
prevent my paying niy respects to her, except by 
tnessage, for some days; artd though if I Kved on 
toother side of the ifehine, over that pretty bridge 
of b6ats, I might have hoped to see her, yet tlie 
habitual terrors of Lambeth, and its strange dis- 
tance from London, will liot allow me to flattdr 
myself that I shall soon see hef here. 

All the wanderers fof whom 1 was hi pain are 
safe coiAo h6me — ajl butEmin, tvho, by rfiy list 
-fedtices, was in June on the eve of enteritig-la 
ftxrande Armenie. This and abundance more- 1 
could have told you some time ago, btit nti- noble 
(d^pit made me determine not to name him. till yoti 
»ras alone. Lady Grey has travelled throngh 
Worcestershire, Staffordshire, aad i)erbysfcire, antl 
»i6t with rfo violent weathi^. Xady Mafgitet hag 
been atTunbfidge, a6d is returned 'qUite'htipp^, 
Yhe waters h^ve strenghthfebfed het tterv6s, add het 
Spirits are (iomposcdly chfefetful' ip'.that ^l*e ife 
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eijual ieithef to «plitu(J(2 or a crowd; and my friend 
Sit" G <- ■ haiS behaved this whole summer with 
$0 much good sef^i^e aiid good-nature that he ha^ 
iqulta "Woh my heart, ^e had no inclination to 
the party, but when it 1?ras judged necessary for 
Jief health, he took for the whole 3eason the best 
house there, with all its environs, entered cheer^ 
fully into every innocent amusement, fell into the 
best set of acquaintance^— atid is quite grown hand* 
soipe. 

Since I writ to you last the sickliness of the 
season Ims a little affected us here, but, I thai^ 
God, we are all quite well again. Both the Arch-r 
bishop and my mother had bilious cholics, and 
were bojh ill at once, and then to be sure I was 
unhappy enough. My mother laid open some use^ 
ful pages of ypur Epiptetu^) and I read tliem witfe 
profit How jshall I thank you for tiiem? I know 
not how his <5race contrives it, but frequently (alas) 
as he has some cpmplaint or other, they never 
jseem tp hinder him in any business, nor break in 
upon any engagement of importance. 

I haye begun riding again, and am the better 
for it. The Archbisj^op has almost broke the neck 
of my horse (^for poor grey is grpwn stift"), and I 
|iave almost iroke the neck of a new one, that 
seems ^iet enough not to endanger my own, and 
ii^ill J believe do well enough, 

Asad 
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A sad accident last week has. grieved us all ext 
ceedingly. A scaffold set up over the gateway 
(which is repairing) fell down, and one poor honest 
man lost his life on the spot. Three others of the 
workmen were much hurt, but are, I trust, likely 
to do well, and even to be well soon. It was 
satisfaction to see how very much all the servants 
were affected ; it is also a very great one to me that 
the poor unhappy man, whose fate was so sudden 
was a remarkable good man, 

** When God calls virtue to the grave, 
Alike 'tis mercy soon or late, 
Justice alike to kill or save/' 

The story in the Gazetteer about a dream is false. 
One of the men, who would otherwise have been 
on the fatal scaffold, had providentially (after a 
disturbed night, but not oi particular dreams) a 
giddiness in his head that niade him lafrajd to ven- 
ture up. 

I have seen Mrs. Mackenzie several times, and 
am heartily interested for her and her family. There 
is aLn openness of heart and a warmth of gratitude 
in her that I cannot help loving,.and sonietimeijshe 
looks and speaks so like her poor amiable sister 1 
Carrie is growii a fine girl, and speaks with due 
gratitude of the kindness of the Dean of Ossory's 



family to hen They know I can do them no ser- 
vicCj yet *tis with the utmost fighting and scolding 
that I can prevent them from filling my room with 
all manner of American curiosities and good things. 
They quite disdain me when I beg them to bestow 
their rarities where they may answer some future 
good purpose/ which I know their situation needs, 
I hope I shall prevail about a most beautiful bird, 
which was presented to her by the Viceroy of Peru ; 
it is the most lovely bird! ever saw, and is the 
only one that ever lived to come 16 this country. 
The Captain, it seems, had delighted himself with 
the thoughts of bringing it to Miss Douglas, that 
she mi^t have th6 pleasure of giving it to me. I 
have heartily accepted thefir good-will, but abso- 
lutely riefused the bird (my te^olution being strengtli^ 
ened by iny mother's) and suggested to them three 
persons, on any of whom' it vkinld be more prct- 
periy by tnudi, and more Usefully bestowed; bat 
sbfe asks if I doti't kn6w^ how well he loved hfe 
sister, and vows, if I d6tx\ take ^ 'it, it' shall go to 
the cat. These good people vex me heartily, and 
yet I honour their principles, and for that reason 
have writ you this long story about theni. 

I hope you have found all well at home; tis how 
time to dismiss you to them, to your pretty apart- 
ment, and all your Greek 'and Latin'author$, witt? 
whcMii you are yoiX say to lAake up arrears. Adieu ! 

Thank 
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Thank God^ you ar^ ag»in within a day*» JouttteJ 
of roe* 



Mft3. CARTER Tc? Mi56 TAJ.BOT. 

' • Deal, Sept. 219, 1783* 

A T1HO0MNP tfa^nj^s to you, my deal* 
M)S9 Tall>ot, iof yowr very kwji congratajatiops.* I 
4o indeed f«^ e^trentely happy in beii^g set guietty 
4<wn at hoiiie, and in fiftding, i^ftff so ^nany we^^ 
of ab^n^e^ my family fi^d friet^ds ^ h^M welji 
4ikI profjpeiKWui^ J leftfbeip; aWetssingfojrwbicb, 
in a vorld liable to 6p p^my hourly ehangta) I cant^ 
not b^ sufi^ie^tly grat^iil I fun ^ad^ ft3 well a# 
you kiodiy ve for i»e, t^t I have takes this tour, 
^hich h#d §sf»tf #»temal eirffiimata»ee to ^enlieir k 
j^greeaWf; Jfuf; jtfeejBtate qj my hml^, vvhkh m^ 
invd) worsa thetn I ever mwitiooed to my frieflds id 
England, ^pftep r^ivjered ipe absolutely incapable 
i>( enjoying th* wivfiM[)tages of my isitjaaliop. X 
t;hank God, I have b^fHpt hett^ in aoipe re$f)e^ 
jjiop* J came hofflfp> and J hope jthe ab^olMte quiet 
m y^kioh I live at pifes^t will enable me to appep^ 
more f^jwfort^bly to ypi|. >n Mgpary thfM[^ J could 
. ^v^ done tf pay hurry taa^* beeq eon^ued by pay 

coming 
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iomihg inimedtiately: tt^ I^m^o^f .. Tfdxs* M^nlsgn 
k going itito theTnortbv so hfid x^ t^rppt^tion tp 
^grumbling-} but mcjeed I iaiiey \i it hfwl beep ot^pjv 
wse^ sbe^miisjt fediier epirite pjugb Ji^t^oed by 
getting rid ©f: the peer lo^ngi^ wjinftl, whp bft^ 
pierplcxed and alanned ber fpr so pa^ny weelMh-;- 
but she was ready to beat fw ^^^^ for raying ;son>e- 
thiog Kke tins to hcrt^f. I lyish h^ joyri^ey uxX9 
Northumberland was ov*r, ft* I wi lafraid tiy^ 
frozen air of Newcastle wiU CMry pf nwch pf tb9 
good qfl^ts of the Spa water. Shf ba9 f l?iwdr- 
box of frippery to deliver to yw, but she wntQ^ 
me word that the want of a pp^tcj^^ hfis pre^ 
T^oited J*er yet being able to^ get tO I^flat^rtb- 

I hope you have by this time perfi^ctly g?^ ri^fOf 
your cold, and that you have all gone through the 
only trial you are to have of this sickly season. I 
felt extremely for you on hearing of the sad acci- 
dent at Lambeth, as I know by experience what 
one sitffi^s bii such an cecasi(li>i ^y vnd^rgoing for 
a few minutes the same apprehensions when our 
house was repairing last year. 

I rejoice wjtb ypu Gi^ tjie r^rp pf ^W your wan- 
dering frfond*, and parti^id^rly. OP, § jr Gr-« — > 
b^ytyt J k^w awi bpf^ow the ;^^keiw^ie'§ ex- 
tremely ;: while I was ^ Sp^ 3;, badr ^ J-^tt?r Jf^pp 
Mrs. Mackenzie, hut ip nPt kppw her directiont 
pf ny send at me, • I ftepi} la IxHt^r jto ypu whije X 
8 wa» 
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was at Calais, and finished it at Dover*, ivhea t 
desired it m%ht be put into the Pok. I hope yott 
have received the said Letter ; not that I can tdl 
trfiether* it was w6rth your reading, but I am as 
delicate about my nonsense ad you are about y<4ur 
sense ; though from hence forward tliey will not be 
so entertaining as th^ were from Germany, for 
there I had something else to talk of, and from 
hence I have nothing else to talk of but self, a» 
dull a subject as heart can wish for. You are I 
know kindly interested enough in it to be pleased 
to hear that my apartment is extremely deKghtiid 
to me ; it ia so clean^ and so light, and so riant in 
every respect, that I am inexpressibly happy and 
thankful for it. 



Miss TALBOT TO Mrs. CARTEft. 

Lambeth, OcL 1, 1763. 

Indeed, my dear Miss Carter, I grlevei 

to find you have suffered so severely all this last 

summer^ and now long more than ever to see Mr^. 

'Montagu to talk about you. But I' foresee not 

; when we are likely to nieet, I have rid five days ; 

this, the sixth, we went to Bnentford, and all th^p 
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is wonderfully disfant ftom seeing }Ah. Moutagd/ 
In some respects you say ydii are much mended; 
do tell me what particular complaint ybil hdv'e, for 
I sit arid fkncy fifty. 1 arti Very Well myself, butf 
kope to be a gi*edt deal better before I sieeyou, for 
I am sonletiimes good for nothing — cowardly in the 
liiorniog, with a stupid head and cold flngerS — 
weary in thfc evening, and unfit td do any thirlg but 
readr— wretched if 1 have a Letter to writfe, and 
tieVer thoroughly alive till towards supper-^time ; I 
could then very cheerfully sit up till morning, ivrite, 
read, discoui'se, 6r Work vet*y notably— However, a^ 
this would be sonlewhdt disorderly, iristead of sitting' 
up and being alive, I take one Sound nap df seven 
hours without wakiilg, arid could vety contentedly 
sfeep oh till noon. Perhapi^ thes^ sjrmptoms indi- 
cate that I ought to pass this wint^ at Paris, Where 
Supper is the joyous timd, arid the hours Suited t6 
fny pi*eSent dispositidn. Howevef, to-nnlorroW I 
begin Spa watef, and oh this and liiy cliarming 
fough-trotting horse, I depend to make riie rtcfeive 
you with comfortable looks; Thii physical \Sdok I 
^m Studying at present is a very pretty trfeiitise, 
** sur ia Gaiet^,'^ whicih the author teconimends aS 
essential tb health, and as health is also essential 
to gaiety, he prescribes a proper regimen. One 
part of it I have Idng been id, for he adVises dbbve 
all things to avoid cards, large assemblieS| roiit^^ 
Tot. iiu F and 



t^d rfritigs.of -e«ga^m^r)t$ for a :^rtnight befwe-* 
h^id- Tiiese he very justly cgills^ chains and 
s]:)€^kles^ un c^iJi do $cnnuw7\ painfyl [studies, ^ni 
n^jjjettissenfeifs : 'tb 9- very pretty! kook, Tallying 
ojf book^,, I jmist tcU you in wfcata Wt^e.Gue yo^ 
have eugjEtgpd oi^-^Dr. Joytin^s, Life o^ J^rasmiiSt 
I know ypu will wond,er hp\y I icauld be tenjpted to 
r^ead any tlung of his, considering ho^w, widely (I 
^)apk Go^) we differ iii some points ; but in gooA 
Ij-uth, in tl)is book, so far as I have gone, I Eav^ 
been very much pleased with him in many places, 
^nd found a candour that I jdi4 ^^^ expect. And 
i^qvf you must know how ail this came about *. 
^j X do x\ot please tq keep a quarrel in my hands of 
aJl tbingp, so pray take it up yourself; but to cDiabli? 
mysell" to form some judgment of the goodness of 
3fpur eause, I ciujuired for a Life of JLra^mus, and 
baviB got t^yc^jtl^ck . quartos. I am- as yet quifet- 
qpe^ta conviction on, tither^side, thougli I am inr 
el^pfi^ \o, thiwk tt^e best reasons are your s ; 1k)W- 
e,y^, if yf9p will ^jcqqpt of fie for a mediatrix,, X 
^PUjCfif^^.ofi to qqftUfy niy^ejl,f for tlxathonoui'. 
.; I *J» ^,^ly i** S9"}p pain, for myself, being got 
%8i§Bgst\SUGh^a[a Q^d> ^et of authors. . , ,0^ my Jabla^ 
S©* vojugae p£ "^ ^on^es Morales/' afi^ ojur after* 



_..* Spc-,pagp i^Z\^ Mrs. ,^artjcp^ Jtfcinoir^,. ^uarta cdi*- 
tiop. 
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Bi*ip^er book is Hume — his triglish history hoAv- 
^ver; but I hear it with Infinite cautiott, and I have 
half a dozen excellent French books hv way pf an- 
tidote to them all. Ai present ou^ history is inter- 
rupte<J, Dn $nd Mrs. Potter being here. Next 
week Dr. and Mrs. Seeker and charming Nancy 
come for about a week ; then Mr. and Mrs*. Benson 
and little fat Matt. \~ ' ' ' ■ • ' ! 

By this you inay see the Archbishop is very welL 
Tlie poor men that were hurt are almost well, and, 
getting to work again, t grieve as you will do fbl 
^oor Miss Knatchbull. So we both do I dare say 
lor Miss Trevor, though unknown to us bot^ 
Alas, what affecting scenes does fevery day pro- 
duce ! But 'tis a duty not to let them sink too de^p 
on our minds. I rejoice your apartment is' so Viaufe, 
and all your' friends so prosperous/ Tiiat eyenf 
prosperity maty attend you, with health to enjbj^ 
it, is the/mast earnest wish of, &c» 
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"^ Mrs. carter to Miss TALBOT. 

1 Deal, Oct. 4, 17^5^ 

^^ * i /lU not all satisfied with the account 

you give me of yourself, but am very glad you are 
going to drink Spa ^^ter, wbi^h ,is an admirable 
r^e Jy foe all nerves b*it such perverse ones as 
wine, which were convulsed to a strange degree 
while I was - abroad ; , but I thank God: they are so 
ftuch ipended at present that you need be under no 
mauuier of concern about me. . 
. Is your Treatise cm Gaiety a poemr If it is I 
believe I. know it — Pray amongst your Prencii stu- 
dies h'^ve you met^vith a refutation, of Rousse^ivi's 
Emile^ It is in many parts admirab|y well writ, 
4n^ witfi great str^gtb of argun^ei^;-, but the effect 
is sometimes unhappily weakened by the mixture 
of popisH doctrines* — Probably you have seen 
Rousseau's answer to the Archbishop of Paris's 
rnandemcnt ..against Emite* There ^are sometimes 
so many right things blended with RoHSseau s very 
dangerous eirors, that I suppose there are few au- 
thors whom it is so difficult to answer ii> a proper 

♦ See the beginning of this Letter, page 258 Mrs. CartcrV' 
Siemoir« ^ quarto edition. 
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.MTJ^y-: JSuJt.I beg your pajrclqa fpr. t^lking^.pf - e^-^^OCj, 
and cefutations. You talk of going to Paris; an^ 
at Paris suppers, Jean Jaques Rousseau is the 
standing toast. Your study of Hume's History will 
be a powerful recommendation there, for I am told 
the French consider him as the-most exalted genitis 
of the English nation. 

I will write to Mrs* ^MacfceoKie as sooo as my 
head will give me leave ; but I dare not provoke it 
by writing much at a time, for I have as many dif- 
ficulties about a Letter as those which yi3u describe 
in yourself. I am indeed heartily grieved for poo.r 
IVIiss Knatchbull, whose ^reat sensibility will make 
her deeply feel this blow. She did not arrive in 
town time enough to see Sir Wyndham* alive. 
Indeed if she had, it might in such sad circum- 
stances have been an ^gravation of her distress. 

I am \afraid this untoward weather iias stopped 
^our rides, but if you have chanced to see Mrs. 
Montagu in the mean time, I shall be in more cha:- 
rity with the wind and rain. Happily no mischief 
has been done in the Downs, though it was exces- 
sively stormy foi* two . days and nights. You did 

* Her brother; a Kentish Baronet, of aii ancient and very 
respectable family, of which the present representative, Sir 
Edward, is now, for the fourth time, one of the members for 
that county. 

■ not 
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|iot tell me in what ma,nner Emin was preparing tft 
wif^ke his apjDearance iri Armenia, whethei: alonc^ 
or at the head of an army. 



Miss TALBOT to. M%s, CARTEJEl. 

1 SHOULD not write to you, dear Mrs^ 
Carter, this evening, because I am a little tired^ 
and not in a plever writing huin.our j but; having 
^aker^ up the life of Erasmus to dose, it has just 
reminded me that I told the Archbishop yesterday 
I would write to you by this Post. He bid me tell 
you be will renew your lease ; but your fine does 
^ot satisfy bi?fi, so he will not take it^, I thought 
I must not delay giving you this notice, tliat you 
may consider how high you will bid, for you see 
how he wants to screw you up. 

Oh dear, and now another idea jumps int<) my 
head, which some family broils I had just been, 
trying to compose amongst the Cynderaxes, had 
totally obliterated. Your band box of-— — elegance 
(^tis 7/ou not I that call \t frippery) I i^cceived o.^ 

^ i.e. His Grace kindly m.adc Mrs, Carter a present of it, 

Sunday 



Sunday morhmg, and had KkiB to iia\e ftiroMrh it tft 
the thah's head, for by seeing fkat 1 was corivificcia 
I should Hot see' Mrs. Mtmtagu ; sfefd had set fil^ 
heart trpoh seeing her for hmhy f^oh^ iihd f^i^Hi- 
cipally to ask questfohs kbout you. But J^he fc 
gone Into Northumberland, aiid wrif^ ds if shfe 
was \vell and in spirits. The Ar6hbfehopSatv l^f^ 
Hath at St. JaUies's, and thfeir Whblfe Cioh^eibatiofiri 
was about yotr. 

Thte only travielled lady I ha^' steen is ihy coiisin, 
and incfefed she is returned from l^arls such honi^^t 
Engiisli as ttould db your heart good. She reslstfefd 
all temptations of buying finfe 6ilks for itttlte iri^oney, 
nor ^fould even at P^ris put on a bit of rbuge.-^ 
But pray have you not exceeded tiiy tbtaihiSsioh? 
and bow miich am I hi ydur debt abot^ the iotitiry 
guinea? The assortment is quite magnifique, and 
admirably calculated to set off my red sattin, 
which I am sure you had in your eye. I have my 
doubts about the bouquet and aigrette, but tbo 
rest will do exactly, and I am vet-y hiuch obliged. 

But now a more important subject comes into 
my mind. If I have been guilty of any Sort of 
trieachery in shewing a few of your Ijetters, I hear- 
tily beg your pardon, anid will tjever do sa It^m. 
I did not look upon it as sut^h, ff oni f eaSoAs: that 
\vil! m^lie us some day oV other a very amu^g 
conversation, but would Icfok too - ridiculotis' tipbh 

paper* 
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^ajper. In truth I do got see why ofie may aiat 
4?bew to proper persons such parts of Liters as ar^ 
.pri geqere^l arid indifferent subjects, where they will 
proiably give, pleasuf^e to th^ reader, (^nd speakt- 
ing of your's) inaproyemept toip, l^esid^s the credit 
they dp the writer. To eat a whple i^ne peac|> 
4Dne's-self, is a ^eedine^ I never bad ^n idea oi] 
and I seriously looked oq this as no fldore ^ap 
helping my friends to a slice of the best I |:if^- 

liow i3 Emin tp enter Arjppnia? I l^aye just 
.yrrit to know, bu^ I shoul4 fancy b^ no meaq^ 
alone* The Archt(ishop peyqr heard any thm^ 
amiss qf Erasnius s mor^ity (his wretched cowr 
.Q.rdipe excepted) nor knows of more than one very 
ffiulty expression in his writings, and wishes to 
]aiow what stories of him you fJlude to.. Adieu ! 



Mrs. CART:EI^ to I^is^ TALBOT, 

^ Deal, Oct. 15, 1768. 

I ExcEEpiNGLT hpHour youf cQusin for 
her unsophisticated English. I believe that whole 
party is a credit to our country, at least I know two 
pther ladies in it whp formed the sanie rei^olutions 
;^hiqh 9he ha^ sp nobly kept, and J hope to heay 

the 
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the same acpount of them. I am told that numbery 
of the English who have flocked to Paris this year, 
have found themselves much disappointed, and 
have greatly disliked the manner of living there. 
I am mighty glad they find so little to attach their 
inclinations. It may prevent a world of mischief 
in every other icespect 

I am immoderately scandalized at your asking 
what you are indebted for the band-box. How 
could such a shabby question enter your head? 
It is not the thing which you bid me buy, nor could 
I meet with any thing at Spa of that kind, your 
conscience may be perfectly easy that it will not 
ruin me, for upon my word the whole assortment 
did not cost a guinea. It is all so very sober and 
decent, that I think you need have no manner of 
§cruple about the bouquet and aigrette. 

To be sure there is something very plausible in 
T^'h^t you say about eating a fine peach by one s- 
gelf ^ biit that is no reason why one may not very 
allowably devour a whole turnip, if it wa^ as big 
as one's head. However I am content to wait for 
ypu^ d^efeqce lti^ I can hear it by your fire-side. 

It is more from the testimony of others than 
from any recollection of my own, that I had formed 
the idea that Erasmus was in some parts of his 
jvorks a very indecent writer. His Moria; Enco- 
piium, I believe is very exceptionable in this respect 

It 
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ft Is I believe more than thirty years sinc6 j f ea4 
bis dialogues, and then only those wliich ivetk 
pointed out to me. — God forbid that I should be si 
j i»rickedly uncharitable as to set all do'\Mi for bad 
') peqple whom human weakness may occasionally he- 
\ iray into very great faults. But I always find ft 
hard to persuade myself that any pterson with teal 
i ftnd affecting principles of religion can coolly knd 
^deliberately write in any immoral way. AH that I 
Jcnow of the life of Erasmus is from what I hstve 
picked up in conversation, in which I have heard 
him described aS a careless bon vivant, (this was 
ihe expression) and something was added about the 
manner of his administering his duty in his parish, 
ihe particulars of which I have forgot; but I re- 
member that it hurt me, as something very parti- 
cularly inconsistent with the character of one m ho 
attempted reformations in religion, I heartily wish 
that the life which you are reading litiay fully viri' 
dicate his character from every aspersion, fijr I 
Ibhall be as glad to admire him as Lord Royston 
liimself can be * 

1 hope Mrs. Montagu has got well through ^U 
khe Northern floods, but I have not had a line from 
her 3ince she left London, 



* See Mi^s Talbot'^ answer to this, pngc 259, Mrs. Carter's 
Memoirs ; quarto eiiition. 
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Ut^^ TALBOT TO Mrs, CARTER. 

J-ambcth, Nov. J, 17^^ 

Fails' would I write ypu a lia^, my deai? 
Miss Carter, thiisi post, because it is shamefully 
loqg since I have writ tp you at all. But though 
I was up tQ day a good while before the sun, I 
fear my day will prove too short tq accomplish it^ 
A series of QccupE^tiqns and companies having fiUeci 
up my time till it waqts a bare quarter of nine. 
Yet I am not one bit weary^^ and indeed it would 
1)6 worth your while tq come Up by the machine 
pne day, though you were to fly back in it the next^ 
io see how well your friend is, and how stout, that 
wias sq far from botli foiir years ago. I must not 
e^'pect the same degree qf stoutness to continue, 
when by the change of season riding shall have 
been long interrupted : but l^t me with gratitude 
Jo that admirable exercise acknowledge, that having 
iibw for two months persevered in it at the rate of 
five days in the weekj I feel the same alacrity of 
spirits that I fancied qnly Tunbi'ldge or ^pd waters 
could bestow. ^ 

Nov. 2. Of the busy London world I Ijave seea 
iittle, havin^T been there but twice this last month. 
^iwi \n truth I begin tq wish 1 could b^ as free from 

hearing 
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hearing of it. This day ha^ produced an event 
which I am very sorry for ; its causes I know not, 
and some of its consequences I am afraid to foresee, 
as I imagine it too likely that none of the family will 
now be continued in any places they can quit ; and 
on their wisdom, and moderation, and integrity, and 
public spirit 1 have had great dependance. TruQ, 
however, it is, that the Attorney Geijeral* has re-- 
signed to-day. Were we together au coin du feu I 
would groan on for an hour, but to write lamenta- 
tions would only weary us both ! To ray very great 
comfort Lord Hardwicke, who has had a long an(} 
alarming confinement, from tlie bilious cholip fhat 
has gone about, is recovering. 

Lady Robert enquired much after you yesterday, 
She looks very handsome, and is gs excellent a§ 
ever. Thp Mackenzies were here last night: he 
'seems a plain sensible honest man, and if he could 
get a ship I should grumble les^. IIow comes 
Nancy Richardson to T)e mairied at last, and Jilr, 
Rivington never to tell me a word about it? But | 
^retold it last spring, she looked so spruce, and 
so fair, and so smiling. 1 enclose you transcripts 
relating to one who is more of a hero than .good 
Erasmus, but to whom I could " heartily wish tWo 
or three of Erasmus's muiiificeot friends and pations. 



* Mr., Charles Yoikc, 



Kctlirn 



Return the papers if you please, for I took.no 
other copies. I do long to have one more remittance 
sent him over Aleppo unasked. 

I have been journeying this morning all over 
Bloomsbury — no small undertaking — no mortal at 
home. For very weariness and idleness I stopped 
and lounged away half an hour at Mrs, Paulijis, 
and wa;g well enough amused. Mrs. Mackenzie 
has been here since with the good news that her 
husband is to have a third rate at Plymouth. She 
has heard it doubted in tow^n whether the Attorney 
General has resigned, so don't take it on my autho- 
rity, I believed it yesterday because every body said 
so, to-day I am very glad to doubt it, because I 
wish it may not be true. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER: 

Lambeth, 2\rw. 2«, 176$. 

I HAVE long owed you my thinks,.. dear 
^fiss Carter, for enclosing to me that sweet Pjielanr 
.choly sonnet*, which as you kindly sent me in con- 

• Probably those verses first priHted in the-'qui»rto ^ecJHioH 
.of Mub* Carter's Poems, which begin, " While pensive me- 
mory." They were on the death of Miss Louisa Poyntz — 

fidence 
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fidence t have shewn to no ope but my mother. 1 
wish you would grant ine an exception for Latfy. 
Margaret, as I know it would please her, and she 
peculiarly at present needs every little help. I have 
not seen her this long long while, for she is still at 
Northend, and comes to Grosvenor Square evei*y 
morning. The Dean of Lincoln and her beloved 
Sister iii law are still Mnih her, but I fear this long 
anxious suspence will do away all the good effects 
of Tunbridge. For several days past Lord Hard- 
wicke has had few alarming symptoms, but every 
day diminishes his strength, a,nd gives more fears 
than hopes : those who attend him hope still, and I 
^metinies flatter myself tliat so valuable a life will 
still be spared to a country which so much wants 
such a true friend as he has always been to it* All 
you say of him is most perfectly just. Had he been 
taken off by a sudden stroke, one should have felt 
the shock severely ; yet there is something pecu- 
liarly paiij^l in ;the thpugtit of $uclj ^ one Jying ilt 
and inactive so long ; though as I hope and dare 
say he makes the right and best improvement of 
the^e first tedious hours he ever knew, this is pro- 
bably best for him, as well as for tliose neare^ 
friends who by alternate hopes and fears are thus 
giudually weaned from the happiness to which they 
^ye Jbi^q^i so Ipqg acQuatqwi^. 

Thank 
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lliank Gpd my^ spirits and iny health ate so gpo4 
that I can now take a solitary walk in the long 
gallery with a jingle Qandle, and be almost as much 
»)e.igLsed wit^h my reveries as I used to be in a walk 
^f the same kind at Cu(Jdesden; only from th? 
various. avocations of this house I have not time to 
Indulge it i^ear so long. This capabilitify however^ 
of being pleased ag^ain with a lonely whiter evening; 
walk I reckon a very good sign, as I could never 
attain to it here till this year. 1 propose still more 
pleasure in walking there with you early in springy 
during the time that (remember you are engaged) 
you spend >fith us in your way to town. I believe 
I shall never find the time to put on your ornaments ;: 
for I do not foresee one dinner or one evening 
party, but 1 will dress a quatre epingles to receive 
you. 

I have been oft^n in town but seen very few 
persoas, except Lady Grey, IVIrs. J. Yorke who i* 
a very amiable^ woman, and Mrs. jMackenzie^ 
Lady P-obert lies in, and Lord Robert is just getting 
out jf a ik qf the gout. My motlier and I ^<ere 
Hauch pleased the pthpr d^y. with a new and volun- 
teer visitor whom it seems you knew somewhat of 
at the H^ue. I know not what was her name, but 
you saw her at Count Bentinck> whose youngest 
aon she has since married,, and is come oyer witb 
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him. The message you was so good as to leave Mitii 
ber for Mademoiselle Bercel has produced for mef 
from her th? kindest of all polite Letters, which 
indeed gave me great pleasure, as I had quit6 taken 
an affection for her, and took it for granted she had 
quite forgot me, as well, she might. The only thing 
I dislike in this Letter is ttie necessity of answering 
it, for my aversion to writing (except to you and 
one or two more) continues as strong as ever. 

This morning I have been much delighted with 
hearing the praises of your friend IMiss Bouverie * t 
it makes one feel quite rich to know that there are 
such characters in the world, and that Ihey have a 
power of doing good in some degree' proportionable 
to their will. One had need have some comfort of 
this sort, considering how frequently one has occa- 
sion to groan over characters that disgrace a country 
which as yet calls itself Christian.' — How long it 
will do so I know not, since I -find the author of 
the most execrable performance that ever saw tlie 
sun is still popular, not only amongst tne mob^^but 
even amongst the sober citizens. . 1 have been 
reading French books lately Iha't represent iis as a 
nation of infidels. The specimens ' we most com- 

• Mrs. Bouverie of Toston, Kent. A lady of most cxem- 
t)lary and truly CJlristia^n character. 

monly 
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tnoiily send abroad, and th^ books they most com>- 
monly get from hence, give top much colout to this 
most injurious and abominable opinion. 

Charles Poyntz dined here yesterday, he is quite 
plump. He has been fit Bruxelles where Mrs. 
Poyntz, who, he says, b excessively well, Spends 
the winter with her grand-daughter, lig Says it ia 
a very a^eeable place to live in, though merely 
passing through it appeared to you so unc(>|kifort- 
able. Miss Bishop the maid of honour is to marry 
Sir George (Lovelace) Warren. Shall I $iiiii yoxit 
subscription copy of the Messtah, or ice^p it till 
you come? I admire many tilings in ^ extremely, 
but am grievously hurt and disappointed at many 
more. I wish Dr. Young had beep^he traflslatoi:, 
and I the correctress. Nancy Richardson is not 
married nor likely to be — ^The p^i^raph in the new* 
belonged to some other Miss ^chardson. 
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Mrs. CAETEH to Miss TALBOt. 

Deal, Dec. 5, 176^. 

I HxyE not the least objection, my deaf 
Miss Talbot^ /to vour shewing the vei^es* to Lady 

yau ut^ Q Margaret/ 



Margaf et, as sbe will not- be likely to^ talk dbotft 
thein^, which I believe- you^.wbiJld think not to bt 
proper, as Mrs-Poyfitz would ^ot ventupe sto *hew 
*t&em to Lady Speno^i? : and ye% if they^^e capable 
^f ' prj^ucing any effect, I think it is not such a onf 
as wcaild'have done her hurt. I am obligedvto you 
/for mefitiomng my Lord Har(jtwicke's liealth, about 
whiehmobodyl believe wh^Jias^the honour <^ being 
•persotjolly iccjuainted witli him ia nlore.go|imtou% 
und I'^watch every newspaper for an account of 
'him. 'That diminutkm of strength' does not denote 
ii recovering state : btit we wilihop^ a ^good consti- 
.tution 'Cvill at last bring Mfn w^ell thi^ough thii^ attack. 
'Xever indeed did the blessing of such a lifotapp^^ir 
»to be tabre necessary to the public than atf)res0nt/* 
1 shall behajipy in your admitting 'me to');)irtafce 
your walks in the ilqng gallery; your i^evfeHee you 
will then I hope communicate. Indeed I do rch 
member I .am engaged, to you in my way to town, 
and should have been exceedingly mortified if you 
had forgot it. I hope to be there early in next 
month, but cannot exactly fix the day, as my sister 
is from home, and does not return till Friday. 

. I think you will be pleased with Madame Ben- 
tinck; she was married before we were at the 
Hague. I shall wait on her ias soon as I get to 
town, and if you should see her^ I beg you. will 
be so good as to make my compliments to her: 
♦ * . . .upon 
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tipon condition, however, that no such evil cotis^ 
quences may adse therefrom as followed my exact 
discharge of your commission to Mademoiselle^ 
BerceL *To be sure in all equity I ought to take 
the burden of one half of your answer to her Letter, 
as one half of my diligence arose from the vanity 
of talking about you . 

, As you love great objects, I think you must hav6 
taken a view of the river last Friday, as I did of 
the sea which was extremely sublime. The tide 
was amazingly high here, especially as it was not 
arrived to the spring. If it had, I know not 
whether all the buildings on the beach might not 
have been utterly demolished. The damage even 
now is-computed at about ^500 ; several ships were 
driven from their ancliors, but I don't hear that any 
were lost The 'house in which we lived last yeai^ 
has. been greatly damaged : this in which we are at 
present is farther from the sea, and has suffered nO 
other inconvenience than having every thing i^et tL 
swimming about the cellar. The violence of thei 
tide was the moi'e remarkable^ as the wind, though 
pretty high, could not be called a storm. I believe 
it: must have been much stronger in London, for I 
liaye not heard of any mischief done here by land. 
My sister was on her journey home that day, and 
«3 she came through Stroud,, boats were rowing 
-N . 9 3 along 
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along the streets. She longed exceedingly to git 
Into One of them, as a safer vohure than the coach. 
She^as in more danger in walkmg from my uncle^s 
to the machine, from tlie falling of tiles and chim- 
neys ; and it was happy for me that I knew nothing 
of the storm there, till after I saw her, thank God, 
safely arrived through it. 

I will n6t trouble you to send me Klopstock's 
poem *, as 1 hope so soon to come and fetch it ; I 
enquired the character of it amongst the Germans^ 
and they talked of it, as in general absolutely unin- 
telligible. Did not I subscribe for two copies ? Be 
so good as to pay the second for me, and trust me 
till I see you. 

Your French books, which represent us as a 
nation of infidels, ought at tlic same time to own 
1k)w much theirs contribute to make us so ; 1 am 
told that whenever any of our young men go to 
Paris, the pert half-thinkers tiiere, who are dignified 
with the title of Philosophers (helas la pauvre 
philosophic) seize on tbeni, and stuff tiielr poor 
empty heads with their detestable notions. 

Have you read Mrs. Macauley s histoiy? I have 
seen only some extracts from it, which seemed to 
be writ with strength and spirit. As Sir George 

^ ♦ The Messiah, mcnUpnccl before^ • ..>*.' 

.. . Lovelace 



Loveiacc is provided with one maid of honour, it 
is to be hoped Captain Grosrenor's merits wiU 
entitle him to another* 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

' • ■■ • 

Rochester, Jan, 31, 1764. 

I KNTOW, my dear Miss Carter, that you 
will be glad of this line to tell you that, thank God, 
we are safe and well at Rochester, and my mother 
not tired with her pleasant journey. But she is 
very penitent for having in discourses with you 
spolpe slightingly of so beautiful a country. We; 
found here his Grace's coach ^and a Letter that 
satisfies us we have done right in combg. Pie 
writes very cheerfully, but the gout in bis foot seems 
likely to m^^ke a long visit, and even to threaten 
both feet I am sure he needs ^yery relief th^t the 
sight and little c^res of friends used to him can 
give him. We have been favoured with the loveliest 
(ravelling day that ever was, and our coachman^ 
^. performed admirably. I wish you wjas here 
now, as you might return with them commodiously 
to-morrow^ and this morning I bad scarce time or 

spirits 



spirks to be much the better (tborig^ the bettefi 
indeed we both were) for yonr very idnd visit I 
hope it did not make ypur poor head u'orse.. Pi'a]^ 
send us all manner of news. And now, my dear 
friend, good night I sn^ll jscarce have time to 
write to ypu to-monow, 



Urs. carter to Miss TALBOT. 

Clargcs Street,^ Feb, 3, i76k 

Two* days of sunshine were particularly 
chearing to me, my dear Miss Talbot, from flic 
hope ths^t they enlivened your journey to Cdtfter-? 
|)ury, where J long to hear that you wef e siffelj^ 
arrived Wore the rpttirn of disheartening weathef* 
last night I hope the {Centish roads afforded Mrs, 
Talbot no opportunity of walking into the middle 
of the coach. As I trust all your a|)preherisiont| 
and fatigues! of the journey fpre by this time happily 
pver, J rejoice to think on the cdrdial whiph I aui 
sure your arrival muSt cqnvey to his Grape, ^n(f 
ijyhich' howrithstanding all your scruples, I ^m 
persiiaded he took without making one i*Ty face/ 



Idined ye^er^^y witii Mj;s. irontagii^^ivUli ^pjd 
^atlv Lord TLytteltou auj Sir James ilacdoiiiild, 

r know not whether I ever meatioiujd to you this 

.:.♦ . -v' »' -'' ■■ ♦ . .fir-/' "",^ /■* -^ J^.\^'\** 

very extraordiaary young njap.— He is noj: Uventy- 

one, yet has an understand hj|r so {oniiodj and s^cli 

variety of knowledi^e as is feullvjastouiahing. llis 

inaiiners are plellsing3^ aiKl he does not discover ttie 

least degree of pertness or presumption. He is 

sovereign of the Isle of Skey, vyhich he lia^ forniqd 

a sche^ine to. improve . and avilixe, ^ j Ti]^t jlie ^luijy 

t^e^ better carry his poii^L lie has. set hiinsd^.^ 

learp thp Erse lanmias^g,/ whlVi^ he uWier'stand^ 

perfectly well. This gavju uie an opportunity of 

asking. , some " q uestions about the . ti'anslatiuu of 

Ossjan, which Sir Jatnt^ affirmed to l^ic inferior tp 

the oi;ig|naJ^ *,J, asked, if Mr. j]Macph.ci;spn,lxj^4i Rf^ 
m^^de, sqme ^ einbellishmentis . jja^ t|ic ^epi^h(?t;^j^ b|^ 
thisJie, 9^bsolut(dy4^i^ied. ^ ,, , , ^ . • .^ • ., 
. A^ ^9 }}v\y^^, ijc^|;\^thstandino; thj5 papers did ^y\t^ 
gve^t ^^ity i^iy-^e..tlier-pubUc;^ that the ^ li. P.^.f 
^i.dj.npt visit,. ^^r. ^.^^I 49 Vf r^ti^re to assurej you, 
Iyoj^, iucontptib^^ ;r9^thority>; that ,th^, :ll. P. ; <ii,d 



« 



The horeciitarj^ Prince of. Brunswick I^uiiciibourgh, wlvo 
had marrieri the Pi^ncchs Augusta," sister to his Majesty, on 
the l6th of January prccetfitrg, 'TO?; ft. 'fs'pi-obabJy raeairt 
for Mr. Pitt, aftcrmrd»-Lord ChaOiikm; Ttie D./f)fiN., Duke 
offJ^I.(?w^^Vle. Jhp, :9thcr itiit^^stsire -pe^rb^pfj 4^r .Grfiftoij, 
Po;,tia»d^ Bedford, Ro,ckii|gfiaTO^,a;id Dcvo^slijrc^ . ^ :, ^ 

most 



most certainly visit ^fr. P. Hte H. went Jn |k 
hired post-c|iaisc with Mn De Feronce- Before 
they came to the house the P. (in English) bid the 
chaise stop, opened the door himself, and Jumped 
out, and then walked slowly, bowing, through a 
lane of the people of the village to the house ; he 
staid about an houn On the day when the P. 
visited the Duke of N. the Duke bad made a 
dinner in honour of the wedding, for the Dukes of 
p. G. P. B. Lor<i R* and other chiefs of the war- 
ketde, in number about twenty. The Duke 9f N* 
presented the Duke of D. and, I think, the others 
to the p.; when his H, went away, the twenty 
accompanied him^ chapeau bas, thrpiigh the rain 
quite to his coach. Very pathetic f^re the lamehta^ 
tions made over the P. and Pr" on their distresses 
in the road to Harwich. It seems Lord A* had 
desired the honour of entertaining them, but nothing 
was accept^ but his hquse. Care was to be taken 
of all tl^ rest, Such (:are was takeif, that when 
the Prinpes arrived at midnight ftt Wr^. fis dark, 
fmd ^8 cold, and as hupgry b^lijce ^s Princes m^h^ 
be, they found neither candle, nor fire, nor food. 
I tell you all J pick up, but very probably this lasit 
(Ifiay bp 9 ininqrity invention, 

Sq much fqr public a^^urs. And now I ^m 
going tP ^\\ you what perhaps ypu are not vfkuch 
i^se^ to Ijear, a good thing of your right honourable 

pousin. 
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^uftin. Mrs. Bargrave and the Miss Lynches 
were overturned one day last week returning from 
the play. The glasses were up and broke to 
shivers, but providentially they received no otb^ 
hurt, than cutting their cloaths and being ex* 
tremely frightened. In the midst of their distress 
Lord Talbot happened to come by, and with great 
humanity and politeness walked home himself, and 
insisted on the ladies taking his co^h, for their 
own had lost a wheel. I think I haye now told 
you all the public and private news I have hearfl 
since I saw you. I (Jined yesterday ^d spent aa 
agreeable day with Mrs. Boscawen. To-day I am 
going to Mrs. Montagu. Pray write soon; and 
be very careful of yourselves, for I am well ac- 
quaiqted with tlie climate of Canterbury church* 
yard. 



Mw. CARTER to Mrss TALBOT, 

Clargcs Streef, Feb. 6, 1764. 

I A»i delighted, my dear Miss Talbot, to 
^nd you arrived so safe and wcjl at Canterbury, 
juid that his Grace b better. I thmk I have not 

picked 



picked Aip^aJC)^ intelligence for you in my travels 
through the cities of I/)ndon and Westmbster, 
ijnce'I wrote last. I would fain take advantage 
,pf your absence and pe very civil to the rest of 
me world, but it rains so ^ perpetually, and the 
streets are so iin practicable that I cannot walk. 
However my comfort is, that I shall not long be 
under the necessity of either staying, at home, or 
teing draggled to the neck in dirty streets. The 
ion ton at Paris is Jurieusement to have , every 
Jthing a la Qrecque. It' must necessarily be the 
ton Jn London too, and psnp fine gentlemen can 
be happy without a wife, a la Grecque, I expect 
soon to have my choice of the most splendid par- 
ties;, for though I am not Minefya,! may make 
my fortune very prettily^ as her owL , Ojily think 
what a number of duels will be fbught about nie, 
and how many targets battered into cullenders! 
When I have enjoyed the triumph of a few dozens 
gf these rencontres, _ I propose before the fashion 
varies to take the richest survivor, flourish down 
to breakfast with you in a post chaise and ^ix, 
and retif rri .to ,f 6wn timeenqugh fbr.the.opeir'a. 

Mr. Wilkes's post chaise and two servants landed 
at* Deal last week; one of his servants said that 
his master's ^pund.was perfectly heale4- I lately 
heard t6at Churchill, within two years, has got 
^3^007. by ,nis ribbald scnhblir^. J^appy agp of 
\ ' virtue 
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viftde and.geniiis, t8/^fhilrh Wilkes is ^ pfttiipt,.ftii4 
ChurcbiUa poetl 1 hme ^fxit heai:d Ith^A-ti^^ wii$ 
a stjuahble.^esterday ii the Houftc ^iQomiiioi)[s. Sir 
Win; Mei^a^th made^&r.inotaony jthat tl^e wai:r^u(il(^ 
fob. appi^heradirtg Wilbes Ishowid r.be; )$^ i^fei* 
the .HiAiise.' H&'twai sbcimdeda^y^Sir; G»,S^v4ye j 
opposed by Mf. tGrcu^iU^; wd^ tj^ Attc[m©y.(^ef 
Heafal. Mr. Conway.aild.HlLonl -G., Sax:kvyie ^pofee 
partimdidy well/ • I« «ome qunority motion which 
wa* luriexpected, your JBri^tol frtead d'amictbie ^ceiet 
rat^ifsmim all liaatq.jto ^ rtaghji^gwipg |fi.yeffjxft? 
acquire! whether tfem wereaoy •i«/eiab9n5,..apd,itp 
desire they Hoald come to the^ Hoirse^ . .Tbtve. 4id 
happen to boi:wo wbo cfenoe iiinn^j^telyj,:ft9d tiwy 
were iK>da*;Qfi th* wnority.. :..:.?/ , j .,.; 

iTifOidays headnaqhiB^ .ibiiit:iacboiaht fariihe^^ty 
pf -tiiift^ aadrfiDTj hot ha^hihg fyet teatd th^^ thj^ 
yatctjea^aremnived dny whiere.<v Oaring thestipper 
at Witham the Princess a|i^)oared;otrt of <ipirit%'*Qn 
which the Prince said, " Eh qu'avez vous dont 
ma ch^re princesse ? est ce que vous martquez vos 
gardes. Nous sommes tous egaux ici. Mais con- 
solez yous, quand vous screz a B. vous en aurea;. 
The Princess laughed aod grew very cheerful. I 
think 1 have repeated the words exactly as I heard 
fhem 2 an4 I have spn^ reasp^ to think they were 

really 
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really spoken. Various and very ingenious have 
been ttve political inventions of every day. The 
minority to have a fair pretence for hanging the 
ministry, have sunk the yatch and drowned the 
Prince and Princess, The majority on their side, 
have choaked the Duke of C. by fat and a dropsy. 
Z hope it b as certam that the Prinoe, ^c. are 
safely landed in spite of being drowned, as that 
the Duke rode out after he was killed. From the 
H. of C. to the basket women in St Jameses 
market is no such fall as will hazard one's neck. 
These ladies have been most intemperately voci« 
ferous in their wishes, that all who sent the Prince 
and Princess away in such weather^ w^e in ^heir 
places. The Maniage Act is to be examined" by 
a Comnuttee of the whole House on Wednesday. 
I have this moment heard the good news that the 
yatches are arrived at Hdvoet, one of them sprung 
a mast I have now told you all the news of every 
sort I can collect, so. adieu. I go on piano piafnq 
with my history of the Incas* 



Miss 
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Miss TALBOT to Mes. CARTER. 

Canterbury, Feb. IQ, I76i. 

Mant thanks to you/ dear Mrs. Carter, 
for your delightful Letter; you who are a towri 
lady cannot comprehend the delight it is to re- 
ceive such an amusing Letter, and the dreadful 
blank Monday evening brings, no Letters, no 
papers. The air of Canterbury seems to agree 
with us, we arc hungry all day long; but as to 
your streets they will reconcile me to Southwark, 
or any of the vilest parts of London. The noble 
cathedral is as yet forbidden ground. We were 
at Butgate church yesterday, and much delighted 
with the melody of the clerk, and the sweet looks 
and obliging behaviour of Miss Comyns, whom 
my mother judges to be one of your friends by her 
countenance. We admire the Kendsb counted 
nances and complexions very much, and liked the 
country people all the way down* 

I brought with me Hurd's Dialogues on Educa^ 
tion, which have entertained his Grace very well, 
and a silly harmless story book called Maria, 
which setves to entertain myself at minutes when 
{am fit for nothing else* I see a new translatk>n 

from 
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from the Italian, which, if pretty, desire Mr. Ri- 
vington to send ine, and likewise Paradise Restored, 
by — I forget who ; or in short any thing new and 
entertaining, ' as 1 cannot pretend even to guess 
how long we may be, detained here : but such a fit 
will not allow of travelling along that hilly, though 
beautiful road, in less, than t5en days or a fortnight, 
though, his Grace begins to use one hand a little. 
Dr. and Mrs. Potter are the kintjlest and best 
people I ever met with, and I sjiall love them a? 
long, as I live. I thaql^ you for telling me so good 
a thing of my cousin, and rejoice the ladies were 
not hurt Your third story I believe, as you 
say^ cannot be absplutely true. The cooks and 
the victuals might be gpne to bed; l>ut I am very 
3ure they ^'ent from London two days before* 
Mrs. Potter met your brother and Mrs. Carter 
yesterday between JMr. Naims ^and Sir G, Oxen* 
donfs, they chatted a good while and seemed vastly 
well- ■ I rhiavQ a scheme if the road i§ good, to 
driwe one dfiy to Whits^s^ble, and look at that 
noblest ofi (I mpst po^^i^jiy terrestrial) pbjecta thj?^ 
sea. -.■':; .' . , 

' It is tiw etiquette at this.hpyse to send away jthe 
JLetteiB: before tbe Post cott>es in, so if I am any 
^nkfi ii|^ your debt for. frLe^er that is coining I 
is^npt help it : besides I owe yoy, for a hundred 
e^a^ons, ao -many aif^dy^ that over* 3hpq9^ ov^ 

boots, 
1 



boots, may well be my consolation. This Letief 
is not at iall a la GiPecque, and by the way I want 
much explanation of this Paris fashion^ It may 
prove a lucky one for poor honest Nectarius, wto 
would be mighty glad of a few scholars among tdio 
fine ladieB and gentlemen. 



Mrs. carter to Miss TALBOT, 

Deal, Mat/ 12, 1764. 

, After a journey attended with no other 
inconvenience than heat, confinement, and want of 
air, ; I got to Canterbury, my dear Miss Talbot, by 
four o'clock, but I was too ill to go on, so begged 
a bed of Miss Blomer, and next day ^Dr. Lynch 
•kindly took me as far as Sandwich, from whence 1 
walked to my own comfortable home, where t 
found all my family and friends well, and glad to 
jsee me. Whatever Mrs. Talbot m^y think of my 
^uiet life here, I assure you I have been ih a 
bustle ever since I arrived. W6 had comptoiy^to 
breakfast (at which 'her cake made a floarishirr^ 
^gm^), and we are- ta dl-eds anS* gb oilrt to dibiie^; 
but 1 iiave found *a 'spare, mitiute to plailt some 

tuberoses 
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tuberose and set some bits of Iconurus and ge« 
ranium, wbieh I pilfered at Lambeth^ and which I 
sl^l nurse with as much care, at least, as you do 
the ft;(9vJ'foir and the pusses. The little kitten was 
up and dressed and quite i^ady to tidce leave €^ 
me when I came down stairs on Thursday m(Hi> 
ing^ 

Adieu, my dear Miss Talbot; my best respects 
attend his Grace and Mrs. Talbot, with my most 
grateful thanks to them and you^ I am, &c. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, June 13, 176^. 

I s£J0ici$ to hear, dear Miss Carter^ of 
your safe arrival at Deal; I was a good deal dis^ 
tiubed for you during the thjunder aiid rain tliat 
fell the day you had so hastily devanc6 le jour to 
get away from us; but I consoled myself you 
could have nothing half so terrible as Hedge Lane, 
.whicli most wickedly itands in the way between 
me and some very necessary visits; but I will find 
a way to avoid it and not neglect them, it is a 
du^ vm owe to aocietyi wd as ^uch it shall be 

paid« 
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paid. Yesterday we called at the Asylum; I dor 
hot go thithqr to-ojorrow because I will not indulge 
my love of- a public place under this mask of going 
to church-^ndther do I much wish to hear in a 
cihapel a hyjnn to n guardian angel. Well, but I am 
much pleased with the orderly air of the place, with 
the health, diligence and cheerfulness in the looks of 
the children, and with Mrs. Maxwell and her pretty 
little girl. I am so very lazy tl>at I am absolutely 
aahamed even to think of it, for t am in perfect health 
and good. spiritSj but I do not ride, I do not write, 
nor indeed do oii6 half of the things I used to do, 
and yet for the life of me I cannot in ally alma- 
hack, however old, find tliat the twehty-foUr hours, 
were one minute longer than they are now* Indeed 
to mo they consisted of some more waking hours, 
for I rose a good deal earlier, but I would be con- 
tent to sleep a due proportion of hours in the, 
Bight, if I did not likewise dream on all day^ 
The ABP. and niy mother are gone for u ride, and 
for a wonder no visitors dropping iii (for they do 
drop one by one from the moon most vi^oiider- 
fiilly). i have had a fine two hours at my own dispo^ ^ 
Sal. I first made up a medicine for joyce^ and car* 
ried it to her; then visited Molly Johnson, who ten - 
days ago gave us a little gardener — thett took a short 
cold walk in the garden with a book, and now 
here I am writing to my good friend this examen 
VOL. iiu H du 
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rfu conduite, if not, dc conscience, but I think 
they are mirch the same. The time poor ix^''*»» 
used so quietly to steal from me will for the fbture 
be my own. Tlie poor little animal died two days 
ago, and I am ashamed to tell the tmnslator of 
Epictetus, or any other reasonable being, how 
uncomfortable I felt the day or two that it was 
evidently sick and helpless. Tlie little thing Idiew 
me so well, so constantly came to my.iinger and 
looked me in the face, and I was so used to feed 
it^ give it fi*esh water, and make it look glad, 
and Mrs. Cover's lamentations were so pathetic, 
that no philosophy could stand it 

' Gharing Cross has long been barred up, and* 
tffl-very lately that a way has been opened through 
Sprhig Gardens, the going to town had been^ im- 
nSodcrately disagreeable. I intended to have called 
oh Mrs. Montagu, but have not been able to get 
so fer. I hear, and rejoice in it, that you are 
certainly gQing to Tunbridge ; you will find Lady 
Margaret Heathcote there, who peculiarly sets her 
heart upbn your coming, and bid me tell you so. 
Slipper-bell rings, so good night. 



Mrs. 
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U^. CJAlltER TO Miss TALBOT. 

Deal, June 30, 17ft*. 

t auGtft to liaVe thanked ydu befdre, 
deAJf M5ss Talbot, (but an ^aching head has pi*e- 
^nteed me) for tiie edifying account jjrou sent me 
from Lambeth. I was glad to find you resisted thd 
temptation of gbkig tathe AsylUili, beause it might 
have been too erouded and too hot j not because I 
ton convinced of the justice of your most extraor- 
dinary scruple about it. Surely i^ch a scruple be- 
longs orily to people who never go tb chut'ch but 
upon sn^b occasions.— Yet into the heads of those 
pieople no such scruples enter. I feel more force in 
ydur objection to a hymn to a guardiarr angef in^a 
^ap6L A guardian angel is a most seducing 
poetical object; but there seems to h6 something 
strangely inconsidei'ate in admitting such a hymfli 
ilit6 a place of public worship. 

My rioter Douglas is moved into her new house, 
which to me appears dreary, because it has no 
prospect ; but I ought to consi(ler that it is not a 
prospect that coristif utes happiness ; fpr this riant 
ftiry siftration which sa much delights me, had no 
charms for her, and she, like many other people, 
(ten be happy witbout the vieW of a fine landscape 

H 2 gilded 
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gilded by the rising and the setting sun. After all^ 
am not !• prodigiously happy in Clarges Street^ 
where to be sure one's happiness does not depend 
absolutely on a prospect? 

If you were, as you certainly are not, like most 
other folks, I should have thought you had brought 
a charge of laziness against yourself, for no othet 
reasctti but to shew how well you could confute it. 
If the rest of your day has as niuch to say for it 
as the two hours of which you gave me the spe- 
cimen, I think your conscience may be very easy. 
As to the time which is stolen away by your visitors, 
it is certainly no affair of yoUr's, for I do not know 
that any mere terrestrial virtue is engaged k> get 
the better of attacks fix)m the moon. As unphilo- 
sophical, and as unreasonable as you represent it, I 
could not for the heart of me help feeling sorry for 
the poor »;^u^»ov. It was perfectly unnecessary that 
you should make any apology to me for your not 
being detestably wise. 

I am very much obliged by the honour of Lady 
IMargaret Heathcote's message ; but I am not likely 
to derive any advantage from it at TunbridgjB. FoF 
though you tell me, and Mrs. Montagu, and Lord 
Bath ; and, in short, every body else tells me that 
I am going thither, I am far enough from beiog. 
convinced that any such thing will ever happen. 
Thera are certainly inducements enough to make 

me 
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TOC Wish I could be of the party ; but there are, I 
think, iavmcU?te reaspns't^ preyi^nX it; ; 



,. . Hiss, TALBOT to J^fcis. CARTER. 

' ' ' ' '"■ " Lambeth, Jkljf 10, 1764. 

r It is Uke yourself, dpar Miss Carter^ t0 
^y ^ the relief of a friend, and I only beg you wili 
;<:o&trive tq be yourself as little the wx>rse as pos- 
sible, for the comfort you bring to others, Ij really 
enlivened me to ^ee yam* hand an a twisted note, 
^ifid I i^hould be most heartily glad of your return tP 
4;own, i( I was not ak9st aincerely sorry for the oc- 
casion * As soon as you are a little rested, and can 
spare time, it wiU do ya« a great deal of good to 
come and breathe this air of roses and jessamines* 
I will not call on you till the present painful susr 
j)ence is past, nor attempt for a moment to take 
j.Qu ^way from Mi^* Montagu. Let me have a 
Jine to say you arp well^ and jouj: friend nqp 
worse. 

* This occasion was the alarming and d^gerous illness of 
;|iFi. Monl!aga. ' 
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Mfss TA^tfiOf TO M^. CARTER 

I^mheth, Au^. 17, 1?«4. . 

Jr ia aboqiinable of me not to have writ 
to you all this while, my dear Miss Carter, though 
I am «ewft)|e when I indidge this -laziness f am» w 
the vulgar jphrp^ pohody's enemy but my own* 
Having jqst beep engaged in self-defensive combat 
^ith a gnat, I am t^empted to tranacribe ope of Mr, 
^henstoiw^'s ncia«ims, ^hat was certainly writ for yoflf 
i^eadiftg, and that pleased even pie.T-^* Ope sho«ld 
pot destroy an inse^ one should not parrel ivSth 
a ^eg, without «. reawn ^uffiieient tq vindicate it 
through aii the courts ^ TO<iraiity.** IJow I gi4ev^ 
iiK your ^pgnti^ ^xcwsion Urfs bad day^ and poor 
'Mrs, Hume, who is <m the top of Malvemi iiiW, 
of which? and the ^oui^iy t^und it, she has wi;it 
«ae a most beairtifal de9Ci'iptv)H : you indeed ^re 
not so much to be pitied, because you are with ojpe 
who can brighten the duttest scene ; as fof us, it 
showery summer ^s; a treat, itinal^estbe envirop? of 
I^endon so. extcemely beautiftil, a^d London itself 
tolerable, I bad a lopg walk yesterday with Bishop 
New^n *, who, talks of the friend you have tost, 

* TlielesLrned and respectable Bishop of Bij^toK, ^vihprot 
a much ^mired " Essay o^ \he Prophecies,*' and of several 
tlher >vorks.. 

Just 



)a8t as MfS. Montagu and yotrtio.- • I itave* b^ati 
to break the i^pell;^ and ha^^ been opt two e\'eiiing3 
running; there is one great joy in going out tbatf 
was not half so sensible of in my youi^er and gsyez 
days as I am now-^^tbe }o^ of eoming homeagam; 
bow uncommon the blessing of having sack aiiomo 
to come to ! Howevser mortifying it is to come 
down from one's magnifioeaace,. both honesty jind 
your concermfor my finances oblige me to confess; 
that the galanterie of the staDdish was wholly my 
mother^ though she borrowed my hand to mvixa 
Ifee card. 4 

I suppose you are very Imsy ; you are a herome 
«t Sandleford ^ ; no clouds can sadden, no stomi 
discourage you from visiting all the Saxon i^rines^ 
and eivery romantic view to which rdiays oi hors^ 
can convey you in the compass of a day. My far^ 
thest excursion has been to visit Lady Edgcumb^ 
on Putney Heath, whfere she has a small house 
most deli^tfuUy situated, with a prospect, that; 
were it but ^hundred miles off, would be worth 
going on purpose to see U^ As^ects^ the nc*l^ 
populous dty, the large {»*osperous villages, tii^ 
wide extent of outtivaied fields^ 4tre charming ones^; 
4Mit (OS to fumliar oibijects, London, Putsiey^ and 

*' T^c ^copatry seat of Mfs. Moo^gu^ nea^ Newbury ui 
JJerks, where Mrs. Carter then wiui on 4 jmU , . . • • 

Fulham, 
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Folham, &:c. convey petty> and unpleasant idea% 
by which the charm is lost. Pekin or Ispahan 
would strike me in a view much more, though much 
more uninteresting objects, bepause in Pekin, or 
IspalMin, I never visited any Chinese or Persian 
ladies, nor ever was; iippatient to get out of their 
enviiK)ns into the genuine country. 

Dr. Dumarescfue breakfasted here the other mom-r 
ing, who, instead of beii^ quietly settled in bis 
country-living, is gojug, poor man, to embark again 
uppn a stormy sea. Tbis is both literally and alle* 
gorically true, and I am both glad and sony for it 
The Q^^rift^ has ^ent for him to come and assist 
her in tte regulation of noany new schools she is 
going to establish in various parts of her dominions. 
I wi^ heartily the Czaiina was a better woman, 
but she certainly shews discernment in thus distiur 
guishing a man, who has greatness of spirit, disiur 
tterestedness, ^d zgal for the prQmotion qf learning 
apd goodne§^, very sqjtaljl^ to 3wch ftn undertaking} 
and it wotild have b^n a pity to bury sucli talents 
in a ^iiii4}l fiO^ntry-^cure^ where bp^^ver he lived as 
coptentedlyy and was as ^ilig^nl in ijnstructing m\i 
conversing with bi§ rustic pfu-isbionersi 9S if be 
Jl id never bad any connection with courts and em-_ 
perors. But now that he is called back to those 
busy scenes, he recollects that Poniatowski, so near 
Ifhe tlirone of Poland, i§ his particular friend. 



Well, if some people 4>^r i^ uiatter ; I do^ol 

think but 1 may like to uike a tour into Kussi^ 
myself: — if one were atLhe worst banished into 
Siberia, there are in that country whole acres of 
roses, and every now jEtndtben one *hot|ld stumble 
upon sDifte hero. in d^gra<e, and make a thousand 
pretty iCionvers^izipni^ till^nfte time or other £min 
should by chance h^i a nctorious army that way, 
be overjoyed to n^^t t€tb so many illustrious 
persons, and set ^acbof us fit the head of som^ 
conquei-ed feingdomj iJi^^kiEg 4ihe. ggod Dr, patriarch 
of the ea&t To \ie less x>qaantic, did you never 
think there was a sort of rese^pblance in their cha- 
racters? and in the Df's, yhom I really honour and 
admire, a naiyet^i a bliDt howsty, a nobleneas 
^nd independence, that iiiade him pec^iliarly fit to 
be, as h« has been mo^tfirulyand faithfully, the 
friend of Emin. I really hope where Ike is going 
be win (to aa ftiueh g^d^ the jaature of the people 
and the place will ^dmi^pi; he doe« not proposal 
staying more than a year. , ^ - 

Pray has M*s.'M, got one .of Mr. Walpole's Me- 
]Df¥>irs of Lprd Herbert*? S? few copies are dis- 
persed,* that I krtow tprd CJhesterfield w^s not able 

♦ Life of Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, printed at Straw- 
|)crry Hill Jn ^1^ y€^r, Tvtq h^i^dfe4 copies on)y were priijtcd 
Jherc, _ 

to 
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l» gett>fic, and 'it ^ so tnusing I wish you bad ii 
to wear away a rainy ev^ing. 

Aug, IB, 
Just as I M-os going to step into the coacb,^ who 
tad what tWttk you dro^fed from ithe clouds?—*' 
Mr. Eriskine, iviik a ^ng and 4»ost adimrabl^^ 
Letter from lEnain, datdl ait Tefflis* Jast March. 
The latter is perfectly aiive, and completely tiim*- 
seE Heracliuia htts gi/eii bim the bifl^hopric of 
Achpat, a ^ne aad pli^iitiful territory, though at 
present in a ruinous state, very ^accessible to ene* 
ti>ies, but »s yet, '^ -want of pt'ovisioas and the 
wintry seas^, he had lot taken possession of it. 
Yon ^mH havie a copy when I can ^et one, <Ib^ 
original goes^ to-morrow lo Lord Northuipberiantf^ 
iand I trust will - rekindk every spark -of mftcient ^* 
fection. • \ 

Tbei'e is « most mefanchbly story fr^m Euseia of 
fee murder of ipoot' Ivian. On better thpughts I 
will not go into that coUnffy, wJier^ murderess 
would come upon my toftgue, as^ cookniaididid upon 
Teague^s whenever fee said Mrs J 'l!>ay.* Wishing 
Mirs. M. and yoB^ouri^ il€)e]^ and chec^r^ (Jay^s, | 
finish this volume. 

♦ Te«isis<lie capital qf O^Ofgla, of wW^ Hferatlius wii 
^liQ prince. * * -■ 

Miss 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs^ CARTER, 

Lambetk, ptf. l^ 1754. 

It is rumoured, dear Miss Carter, that 
you are to be in town this week. By town^ I lake 
it for granted, is meant Lamheth, however willingly 
I am at other times to fancy it the country. I am 
pony for Mrs. Montagu, and only a little glad for 
ourselves, as I fear your stay wiU be but short- A 
few days you must give us, as my mother is now 
quite ready to received you ; till yestei^ay the house 
was quite full, though never so full but we could 
have found a comfdrtable cell for you ; but now 
you shall have a grand apartment, and seven kittens 
to play with. J have at this minute the prettiest, 
whitest faced, good-humoured kitten in England 
sleeping by my fire-side : it copiposes me to look at 
a titde innocent animal so void of all fears and 
anxieties ; but as my small house will not maintain 
two cats, little puss is to be removed to a new ser- 
vice this week, ox\ whiqh occasion you will do well 
to furnisrfi me with a little stoicism, for to such oc- 
casions I think it is well adapted. 

I w:as at Lacly Hardwick'^ at Richmond the other 
day, and must confips^ a fwlt i if it is one, it was 
jreally committed pot rashly, but with mature deli- 
beration. 



bcration. In converisation, the poem placed 'boforq 
Epictetus was mentioned with such very due ap- 
plaus^ ^that i (on; being questioned. ^about the 
writer) intimated that I believed it to be JVirs. Cha- 
pone *,' Bat that if it were, I knew she would dis3 

Ji^e to have it known..^ This lUey treated as a very 
idle ficruple, suid ?i^emed inpre. incjiood tc^tliiak it 

. was Mrs, H — d's, ajid were convincqci^qf. it by tbe 
M. il. ; but they insisted I ^boul^ write ^.nd^aak 
you, because, if ijt is a scandal to have writ a poega 
that would do credit to ^ny one, it js (juijte incum- 
bent pn you lo remove that scandal from Mrs. H., 
on whom it now lies, a,s tq shield the person wbp 
really des.erves it- 

To-nnon'pw, if tlic weather is fine, we mean to 
dine at jBray, stay all ni_ght pt March's, and return 
Dn Thursday. I believ,e jou wo^ld not feel more 
awkward pr more alarmed at a journey qver the 

^ Alps, than I do at this little excursion. If I were 
ja heathen I should be apt to fancy I transmigrated 
out of an old treei sp .mightily fond ^m I of the 
5oil I grow on. JJut seripusly, wh^t <^aq I do tP 
pyercoine those unreasonably paiqful feelings, that 
cloud over the l3e&t half of my very happy life. 

* In the last edition of Mrs. Charter's jEpictetus, care is taken 
that Mrs. ChJipone shall not be deprived of the credit diie to 
':^er Aiemory fer that Hdinirable poem. 

** CercandQ 
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** Cercando la cagion del cicco affanno 
** Interrogo i pensieri, ^ non la sanno; 
- •* >Je so fra pen€ ot^cure 
" Dilletto indovinai che la consoli." 

• 

Evei'y thing appears formidable — and why? But 
I may well be contented, enjoyhig (possessing 
at least) amid so many other essential blessings such 
perfect health and ease, as, I thank Grod, I do : I 
may well be contented, I say, with this only rcr 
mains of my very.losg illness. 

Ijet me. tell you two anecdotes of two of my 
friends, which I learnt quite by accident, for they 
would be seriously hurt if they thouglit they were 
known.. Lord Hardwick was exceedingly affected 
by: the melancholy accident of a poor Mr. Lamb, 
who wfis killed at a fire in St. James's parish, leav- 
ing a;wife ;with six children, and a seventh unborn^ 
— Without any application, he sent her, through, 
Mr. Seddon, 100/. Mrs. Smythe has a relation at 
Oxford, in indifferent circumstances, who has had 
a hUious fever : when she got better Mrs. S. called 
on hec, and begged her to accept a small present, 
which was a purse of £00 guineas ; only insisting it 
should never be mentioned to her again^ 



Miss 
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m^ TALBOT TO Mrs. CARTER* 

^ Lambetb, Fdf. 22, 17W* 

'* La neve e a la Montagna 
** ,L*invienio sWvicinai^ 
** O cafa Cartcrina 
** X5h« ffiai 8ara da m^ f* 

To be sure during the ftiry of thisf stto\# 
il h not possible, dear Miss Carter^ to think of 
your coming to us, or ou? going to you; so wo 
ba¥e nothing to tru$t to but the P^my-Po^t to sa-* 
tJsfy you we are all well, and that I think by April 
— vez0[)so Aprflcr— to get abroad ag^. PrSiy let 
me know (by penny) what sort of thing tfee Triurn^ 
virate is^ that is just come out ; the puff about ^• 
gave mean idea it would be worth risading, 
. Be charitable, as a Correspondeirt, to your 
friends in the country, who are buried in i^iow, 
(that snow which is cherishing for you so rich a 
bloom of croQuses and a:lmond blossoms), and let^ 
Us have air the intelligence you can collect of all 
sorts, from the literati, the beau monde, the poli- 
tical, the poetical, and all the cats, down to the 
fumsemical. I have unfortunately missed of Dr. 

Moonseyr^ 
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Moutisey ^, but found a note oh niy table to tfhich: 
he had no need to set his name. A person, tvbose' 
clmractcr I was to enquire, had writ upon a p^per, 

—-Please to enquire at Mr. : — % who lives in 

Ghancery Lane> and of Mrs. :— , who lives in 

• Under this I founds in his band,. " They 

ate both dead, and I believe you are gone to tho 
burial." Hie then adjded much the same as you 
tdld me about Emin, but couM not leave the 
Letter, as he was going to carry it to Lord Nor- 
thumberland; May he have good success ! if that 
success will da no harm to the world, and do real 
good to Emin. But if I had at this minute tea 
thousand pounds to send him, it should be upoa 
the sole condition of his carrying himself and all 
his Armenian mountaineer adherents, into Floinda- 
or Canada, to become there a free and flourishing 
colony, and war with soil and climate, and not 
with miserable human creatures. But perhaps if I 
knew the true state of Persia at this time, I might 
not be so scrupulous ; for if it is entirely under the 
misrule of petty tyrants, the conquest of it by such 
a piinc<e as Heraclius, (who should then leave the 
little nook of Georgia to Emin), would be but as- 
cutting off an arm to save a life — an operation 
*hich thou^ you nor I would perform, we would 

' • The physician, well known for his wit and eccentricities. 

2 not 
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not dissuade-; To lielp Emin out of itnmediate 
difficulties arid real distresses is^ I am sure, what 
orie ought, if one could" do it ; for that he would 
make a wrong use of such aiijsistance is by no nieans 
clear, and that his own character deserves assistance 
is indisputable. Still if adverse fortune should: 
beat the little adamantine ball that it has played 
with so long back again hither, I do think some 
noble American scheme might (jdftex all his other ^ 
hopes are given up) be very practicable, 

I did not mean when I sat down, t6 write you 
all these reveries, and have other things to do, so 
good night 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER, 

. Lambeth, May IT/ 1765. 

My niglit was undisturbed by any alarmy 
but it gave an awkward feel to my waking recol- 
lection that you was no loiiger under the same roof, 
I see now it was a real kindne^s in you not to let me. 
acquire any long habit of .expecting to find yoit 
every day en famille. This day is so warm that I 
am particularly glad you are not stuffed up in a 

snail-i 



Snail-paced stage coach, with twcj tar^, oise smdakeri 
two fat gentlewomen (one of them;sick with riding 
backwar.ds)^ a little child, a lap! dog^ and half a 
dozen binidleg. You see I am pretty well to-day. 
I have seen riobody yet but Mrs. Franfcid liiid Miss 
Carr. Mr. Rirby, who taught H. M. to draw, and 
now teaches Miss Bowes,- is so good-natured^ we 
Heed not hare been afraid of him 5 he teriiembered 
young Carr, commended the drawings, said they 
tvere well Wbrth foui* giiifieas; Mrs. Bowes very 
kindly gave five. How much godd it does me now 
to haVe sperit that afternoon at home ! If every oriei 
of the sixty-six htA turned to as gqpd account^ v^hof 
wbuld wish to racket about* 

I can give you no very genuine accotmt of 
yesterday's riots*; but Dr. Addington, who had 
been driving about Bloomsbury^ saw the guards 
galloping down on a very formidable mob, some df 
whom flung stones at them* Somebody else had 
left a large body of them about poor Carr's^ and 
my Lord Mayor goiiig to read the proclaibaticih to 
tlaem. A vast mob that was on Thursday waiting 
for their Majesties in the Green Park, was dispersed, 
by the force of oratory. A mean dressed man got 

* these were the Hots obdaiioned By tiie disicontcfnt of the 
Spitalfields weavers, in consequence of the importation of 
foreign silks. 

VOLi lit, t up 
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up bto atrecy &Ai from tliencie hstraftguecf theirf 
very properly, and ^ley quietly went away. This^ 
I had from an eye-wUne^, and it has^such a Grecians 
air, I thought it wotM pkage you* 



; Mxss TALJBOT >o Mr5, CARTER, 

^'' LamUcth, /otic 25, l/6^/ 

. . 'I-jfcNdft^ not hm niy ^iRe-ias passed,^ 
dear Mrs. Carter, since I->^^rit yoii last; one fttever 
does' when it pai^es in ^thousand m/i$ttie$. Wliten 
atoy' body has read or wit a folio they ha:ve soinc^ 
x?hat to i^ow— ^birftWUs of -fare, messages, !l^ttef^ 
of mere busiftessj-are Sibyl's* leaves dispersed bjr^ 
the breeie-.of every day. Again, when- one walk^'' 
so- 'many toJles -Sraight forward along a Post rbac?,'^ 
the tery iiiile-stones befer witness of one's diligence, ' 
Ijufc'the feoiisand allces et xyenues, up and down^- 
ife ^rld out, about this hou^, make no sort of figure 
in history i- IliaVeindeed lately opened *my ciiayon- 
box, which has hardly been unclosed these twenty 
years, And'^tempted to take Miss Frost-s'picture.— 
It isnof like her; but such as it is I looli: upon it as a. 
woiKlerful performance, jmd if you would but conae^ 

up 
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top bn purpose ^o give ' Whi Reade d few iriord 
settings this-Summer, I would accbnipeliriy you arid 
take so many lessons from hen Not but I kiiow 
your's i§ in oil ; dhd linfiilished as it is, t thitik H: an 
Agreeable one, a little in the pcriserbSa- jilyle, But 
ihild, unaffected and seiisible, dtul hot like thi^ 
fcommon run of staring portraits **. 

The cleverest thing I have doiie ktely was hooking 
ihyself iri to Mtte at L3rd Haaidwick^ with Lady 
Bophii and your friend Mons. de Rhoon. My old 
friend is ribt 50 hatidsdm^ afe he was in Sid ^eai^ 
1738, though he really look3 very well; uiifortu-' 
hately we sat otl Opposite side^ of the tables and he 
Being a' little deaf, and t taikitlg Very hnalt (is I 
always d6 when I ought hbt), it did riOt do itaBj 
iBLiid 1 lost tile pleasant chat' 1 e^peetedi - 

La vit^diCtfrlt) MaggiiS cibme saft id barid'; 
feut the bdok I Am happiest ill rfeading lit pteisehi; 
i's a voluihe of Sentions of Abp. Leightbn; *origljf 
recommendeti to ihe by the Bishop df Mdii; ' 

it was very good of you toiiifohAus of ^B ihitif 
^articiiial^S ; ydii khdW the interest iv-e take in kilt 
that cdnceriis you and ybur's. W6 well kttbw th& 
provisions made for yout brothers, sisters aiid 

* This picf iire of Mirs. Cartel was {>^iiiled for Ml*S. I^Ioh- 
tagu, aud after her decease was kindly giten to the Editor by 
her nephew Matthew Montagu; Esq; 

X ^ nephew, 
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BepbeW; does realty (what mere personal wealth 
never did to ^ny body) add to the happiness- of 
your life. I I do not wonder at your being affected 
^ you J arq on. tji^e occasion, but may the concern 
soon yyes^x qff, . and tlie comfort long remain. The 
equal share, left to yourself pleases uie more than 
if it had been a lars;er*. 

There are great ministerial changes in agitation, 
but none yet settled; .who M'ill be.in or out, if you 
wish to know, you must send for the conjurer to 
tell you^ at least I know nobody less .leampd who 
can guess. 

. We dined yesterday, at Fulham ; it is astonishing 
tD think what real improvements the magical wand 
of tastQ has made in the environs of the Bishop of' 
London's Palace, as well as in the hpuse itself* . It 
is^now absolutely, in the country, all, tbp brick wall 
annihilated. My mother complains that going tq 
Fulham. has mada this place quite a town. It is a 
town of blooms and p^fumes ho\yever. The fore- 
court, iixhabited by full 200 very amusing chickens, 
^ quite . fragrant with lime blossoms. , The eastern 
apartment at my mother's house, where I now reside^ 
and from M^hence lam writing this^ is ^weeterthan 
you can conceive with jessamines that cluster round* 
the windows ; the rose walk is to-day in its highest 

• This aftudes to tlie death of I^rs- Carter*!. tiQcle. 

bloom. 
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feloofii. jiit every spot one moves to in the garden 
is some variety of sweets; here a gale of spicy 
pinks, there the breath of lillies. Enter Dr» 
Mbunsey, arid he sendi^ his compliments to you. 

The Archbishop bids me tell you, you are very 
insolent on your riches, to talk what you will do 
with them before you have got them, but he will 
have you know that he m^ans to keep it in his 
power to arrest you till you can actually tender him 
legal payment. Adieu^ ' 



Miss TAJLBOT to Mrs, CARTER- 

Lambeth, SepL 3, 1765. 

I AM still at Jessamin Hall,* and the 
jessamines are still in very fine bloom. Michaelmas 
>vill warn me out as it does many other poor 
lodgers, who, alas, know not where they shall go 
next ! How grateful thpn ought I to be, and I trust 
I am J for I have enjoyed this sweet place, and mean 
to be eqvially happy when I leave it. But how have 
I enjoyed it? Very much like a fine lady; and 
indeed what is a fine dressing-room for but to dress 
in? And accordingly I have bought ^. r^ew gown, 
• * • ^n4 
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9Ad b^ea. tw^fo at St. James's. Tba <!au^le dirkikHig 
])as a0ordied a loost agreeable %a4 ^eai^nabki 
§mu$a;^t to the wbolp tcxwn, ^jigh apd low. %\ie 
evening |;ioqrs v^r^ a5 I api tpld, a very pretty 
^^g^sgf ^serptjly . E|ut giy visits were i^i the morning 
)vl)iei^ |u9,4y l^r^^raq^^t yery pbKgingly parried me 
]pK)th tarne^ ^d I ain mqch delighted with he» 
i]^aj?aty'3 ^Uoie |an?ily ; and have made ma^y goo4- 
^^^^Klqured $qqrt acqu,8^intg^nce» Will not ;you take 
^ trip tQ CQurt this autumn to see youf old ^quaint* 
f^nce the hereditary Prince * ? 

This hot weather makes n^e languid, but I aix\ 
frfraid it is partly Qwiflg to that indolence f that 
|ias been growing upon me for so rpany years^ and 
that on eyery recollection makes rne out of hiimour 
^ith myself. In Stoic language, I feel myself to 
laie a Z(fen. I wish the good Stoics fer enough for 
giving me such a disagreeable idea. Because I 
fe^Ve little fp do, I dp nothing with Stpirk. If Dr, 

t Of Brmiswick; to wliqiii Mrs. flart^lia^'the hpiiour of 
\qing l^nowu at Spa, aa^d for \y^<»6 perspn and character sbft 
^adv th^ highest respect. 

t This indolence, of which Migs Talhot so, oftfa and s^ 
bitterly copiplains, was probably a distemper of the body 
gather than of the mind. It seems to have been occasioned 
by th^ beginning, of that slow and painful malady, which aftef 
^fiyeiK^l years of sevEre, V^^J^ACe 6onm)e4 mlfei?»jpf, ^tlas^ 
^oinflucted her to the tpi^p^t 

franklin 



tjie lioii^, wit^imy emi l:M^d3^ 1 8jK>uld jbe as h^i^y 

-as.ljie made the Paris. ladies by su^ph sort'otpr^crip- 

-^Oions, Or if J wias obliged to spend Jft wp^ iq 

-mere jteadijig »nd medits^tipir, * (without so nmcfa ms 

"^B, kitten to interrupt me), I should, I bdieve, be 

in very good-humour with myself at tlie^eiid of it- 

•.Or, if his Majesty would make me a Secretary of 

Stute. la short any tioog (one excepted) that 

would take from me the appearance, without the 

reality, of being quite at my own liberty (a dcr ju$t 

what I please. I should sing like a gay French 

peasant, instead of growling like a free bom English 

woman. J have just Jet you into the train of my 

>;houghts ; but do not let them make you uneasy, 

they vary for the better tea times a day. Adie^i* 



Miss TATyBOT to Mrs. CARTER, 

JLambeth, N'ov. 1, 1765; 

How little did I do you justice, dear 

Mrs. Carter; bow little did I Jwi^w yow, wh(en on 

seeing yaw X^ter [I im^iiie^ it would be full of 

.jfeproaches ; my conscience told me I deserved thenv 

My 
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My life flowt (m in the satne iivift pleuaat stp^^ 
t)iftt ^t has done^ I thank God, for so many years 
past. I know all the white that long before it 
conveys mt into the wide and awful ocean, I must 
probably be stianded lor a while on a bleak desart 
shore, and wish qften for a pause to consider what 
provisions mc^ timely be laid in to support those 
jiesolate hours. You see by tjiis I propose living 
to old a^e, and look upon myself at present as in 
the gay and flowery season of life ; and the truth 
is, I have so little at present to remind me of being 
^ day plfier than I was twenty years ago, that a 
little leisure to help my recoUeption would be vastly 
good for me ; but indeed I have none : day after 
l^ay passes very pleasantly, but I fear unprofitably, 
with sucl| an eternal variety of objecti^ as is, I 
lielieve, very good for one's health and spirits, but 
|;ends grievously to unfit one for a quieter kind 
f)f life, 

I |)^ve just hit upon a method |}y which the 
lyriting frequently to half a dozen friends, whicl^ 
h^s pf late years ^^ ^ heavy task to me, wiH 
JxecQmp a daily and inexhaustible fqnc} of amuser^ 
jnei^t. I l^aye been trying the experiment fqr Mrs. 
^mythe, who left us about a week ago, and see it 
Fill answer very well, so you may expect me from 
}jf npeforward to be a very good (Correspondent 

1^ 
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'-My chief reason far wFkrag to-day is to put you 
ia mind that you have been ^igaged these two yean 
to spend sonae time at Lambeth in your way to 
London ; last winter, naughty Miss, you forgot it 
Do not fear that I shall carry yqu into Trophpnius'3 
ome. My system is not so gloomy as you 
imagine. — rBut that wew^ll talk or write over tene* 
after ; and also of Emin : I iiave had a Letter frost 
him, dated beyond Motmt Caucasus. Lady Stai^ 
hope is at Geneva. JJere is JVIf , T^ s with a bill 
oi fare, so ^ieu, 



Mrs, carter to Miss TALBOT. 

Deal, Nw. 15, 1765. 

You make me very happy by the account 
you give me of yourself, dear Miss Talbot. May 
jGod long continue youi; present situation ! — But dp 
not, I beseech yon, regret your tjine passing too 
Hgreeal^ly to aftbrd ypi^ th^ Icisurp pf anticipating 
^ny ch«!UQgp. There never was, perhaps, in thp 
world, 3, m^9 wstanj:^, that any event w^ tl^ 
l)etter supported for being much considered befo^ 
jt igxrivfd, Tl^is }mi ^ prej^^Tf^^ )3 ^ v^^ 

favourite 
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iSitvo«rUe stoic docfa'ine, bat surely, is. a. fery wrong 
^le, and itsaatiurcil ei^etis to frustrate tbc preseol 
enjoyinent of every bies&ir^ and weakea too that 
seme of gratitude to the diviue goodness m proa- 
parity, which best disposes the mind for submissioQ 
la advereity. Wherever there is a fixt resolution 
^ coofermilty to the will of .Qod in goiefal, there 
m^mr will be wanting a due support in every part^ 
i|ular tfial, . . 

. I quite eiiy.y* you a Correspondent who qan date 
from the clifts of Mount Caucasus. But pray how 
does Emin do, and what is he about ? I wish Mr. 
Teg's bill of fare and his fish had been swimming 
in the sea when they interrupted your giving me dx\ 
account of your foreign dispatches : had it not beep 
for him, perhaps, you might h^ve told me that 
Eipin liad freed the Armenians, th^t Dr. Duma? 
resque had set the Hussians on their hind legs, and 
that Lady Stanhope had converted Voltaire. 

I Gongratalate you on having discovered a method 
to render Letter writing a daily and inexhaustible 
'lamusement. WheA y6u have quite perfected it, 
I hope you will' impart so: Hsetful a* secret to your 
indolent friends,- upon- condition, however, that.it 
does not consiat in Avriting ajoiirhal : for though It 
would add to the charms of your Lejtfers, it coukl 
^e no assi&tance^td4!ntee%- '!P(*-whal>J<ftir«d.l* could 
I transmit ^to'ffcrty'ixi^y Jk)ii!' beiiee/ but-flilaWe of 
' ' ti<^es. 



fidehf x)F a register of the ^eat|ier, which ftHms 
Itbe greatest diversity q( my life in this place.'r^ 
^nd how thankful ougfit one to be for (J^ys not 
piarked hy calamity, iK)r. blackepecj by tha horrors 
of guilt . 

I am extremely Qbliged to you for reminding me 
pf my engagement to Lambeth, which however I 
had i>pt the least intention to forget 1 hop« 
to be SQ happy as to wait qn you pretty parly i^ 
January. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTEJl. 

|'i:R?5:^:u4L ?:.ETTER 1st 

Nov. 20, 1765» 

My device is nfeither more nor less th^n 
this, instead of a Letjer tq send you somewhat like 
a Dodsley's Memorandum Book, to write a sentence 
every day, such aa the day affords, more than one 
tf time and inclination serves. This precludes all 
I5xcuses, (the most tiresome part of a Letter to the 
Reader, and much the most formidable to a con- 
jcjentious wfifer) iqx there wfll b^ fdways some^'hat 

yeady 
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ready to send. Then it saves time instead of 
wasting it, as all formal Letter writing does, for 
it will most agreeably fill those bits and ends of 
time which one too often whiles away, and when 
the only thing one is fit for is to throw a sentence 
of sense or nonsense, as it happens, at a fn^d. 
Being weary to night, having jumbled all the way 
to St. Paul's, I sh^U u^e my own permissicm and 
leave, off 

Kov. 22. 

Indeed I had no time yesterday to write even o, 
sentence. — The Berkleys were with us from Actpi^ 
staid till one, and then Lady Grey till dinner time, 
and the evening was taken up entirely by Letters 
of business absolutely necessary. — ^Well, in tliis 
way time goes — time is gone — and eternity will be 
present in a moment! It is not,- niy dear Mirs- 
Carter, that I want leisure to think over all melan^ 
choly possibilities — ^this would be a very wrong 
I5chen)e, if J cpuld pursue, if. — Noj I w^int leisure 
to acquire thos? dispositions, to form those tempers, 
to ensure those a^ds which alone can makeeyfry 
phangp of this world not only supporfaljle l)ut 
happy, ^ and in |;lie meanwhile fit que betfer foF 
supporting one s . pjart in society. I w^qt time tp 
study my faults and correct them; to thjnk over the 
blessings I :enjoy, ^nd ha^ye enjoyed^ and be ^u\^ 

thankful 



thankful for them ; to hixAd chearM 4)Dpes of the 
fqtiflT^, oQgfateful experience of the; past. Want 
tQ sit alone ajid,^be glpomy ! — No, opt I indeed^ 

>Iarp very ^ell contented too, ^at all my timer 
tl^at is -necessarily taken up, should, be so, and 
always endeavoiiir to enjoy it phearfully while it 
P^ssesi; but a life of ^2^c^, dissipation is. too liable 
to bring on a habit of constant dissipation ; and I, 
'find idleness and trifling grow upon me. This 
evening^ I am so tired, that if this were a letter to 
be begun and concluded, I should in despair tak^ 
tip some silly book. But this sort of thing Is a 
device to catch myself in, the trap of my own 
idleness. ' Why did I not devise it long ago ! 

•'■ -^ "-' '^^ '.; ' Nov. 22. " 

To-day I have done nothing but attend to my 
mother, because she has^ h^d an awkward giddiness, 
from which, thank GodJ Mr. Hawkins has quite 

relieved her. 

i ) ' , '. ' . ■ . ' 

. : / • . ' . ' . Nov. 25* ,^ ' 

How cati I be thankful enough for the blessing' 
df health continued ''to' us all 1 Every little alarm, 
when happily over, makes one feel this thankfirl- 
ness more sensibly. 1 have lived in a great deal 
jrf company these two days. Howeyer I find time 
to read ^ little. Abp. Leighton's works are great 
fiivourites with me at present There is, I think, 

the 
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the %fcst ck|)dsiti6h 6^ the LoM-s Prayter I e'**l^ 
read ; M^ere ltd educate a chiM, ihstead of teaching 
it prayers t^ rote, I would, as so6h as it xi-as oW 
6iio\lgh to <!bmpteliend any thiiig, rfead to it with 
j^roper familiarisations the most striking parts of 
this exposition, till it had learnt that otte* prayer 
word byword, with full sense of tlie ttiKanihg of 
civery one* • 

Well now, with all yoiir objectidtis to a Jpurnalgi 
dear Mrs. Carter, can you have any to Writing 
down every day to a friend tlie thoughts and specur 
lations that are uppermost in your naind, add oi 
consequence the most easily writ down ? And cari 
©ne not say such things by the sea-side as i^rell as 
in the midst of a court: the Journal that tonsists 
merdy of facts, must haye fatts of great conse- 
quence to support if witt^j tolerable spirit; But in 
the quietest and olDscurest life/ oiie can read/ write, 
think, and feel : and the whole wide creation is 
open to our observations. I have been sitk all 
day wiUi envy of Mrs. GoverSj/, bc^je^se.^hejsaw 
the finest red.&un rise that ^wrw^f^sew^; whijp i 
like a log lay fast asleep^ .. ., ,.. , . ^ ; ^.: / 

If I would tiiakcf the pdquet fealty 'in^cri^strng i 
Ought to gratify your friendly ctrriosity ' atioiit Emi*/ 
but as tiic latest I know of him (tlrotigh I received" 

• a the 



Hie Lefter at the'end of Auatis^' Js abbve a hrelt^ 
month bid, all: I certainly kiibw'iti Very unsatisfaq^ 
tory, and I am forced to pldasb; inyself with cou- 
jecturcs. After entertaijjiiug hiui iindly t"br tbirteea 
months, and holding'' him in very high esteeni^ 
Heraclhis had seized his bookb and papers^ coafihed 
him thirty days to liis room, and then under a strong 
guard s6nt liim three days joiuniey over jVIouti^ 
Caucasus to B. Tartar villac^e, ^vhere.' lie had been 
s-ick four "months, and in want .of c^very thing, I 
should nof write this so tranquilly if I did not know. 
from Xazarow that he hits since received the rcii^it- 
tance so very long due, and talked of proceeding 
into tlie^grieater Armenia. 

His father,, at Calcutta, had hieai'd last January 
of many brave actions performed by Inm^ put 
whether before or after this banishment from Tefli:$ 
is not clear^ I think it must have been before^ and 
that his , gi'eat successes had excited envy, and 
jealousy ; for he says to me he dares not mention 
the cause of flmt noble prince treating him so ill, 
feast it should look like^ boasting pf himself, but 1^ 
may probably hear it from other harfds. Accord- 
ingly I see frequent mentipn in the papers of a 
Georgian, rebellion, which, seems to go on and be 
nobly successful, for a rebellion it is not^ but a 
JStraggk to regain lost liberty from the m€rciles» 
Turki. , . \\(^ng tO' bear agaia-i^aiicd yet 1 forig much 
f more 



toore that he ihouW hear from hence somewhit mor# 
to his purpose than Letters of good advice* But 
Lord Northumberknd has drunk deep, I am afraid^ 
of the waters of Lethe. Could I collect enougli 
of the waters of Pactolus I should not much care* 
Observe — ^I do not want him to beat the Turks^ 
as Turks, (that' poor wretches is wholly their own 
business) but as merciless usurpers and oppressors^ 
And to be sure I should mix a twig of laurel ill 
my aigrette, if my friend, correspondent, and 6l6ve, 
should prove the victorious hero of the east. , 

Mrs. Montagu is for setting all right by thg 
\vaters of Helicon, and wants somebody to raise a 
subsidy by publishing his Memoirs, but I doubt 
this would be hardly safe as yet. 

because you do not like a Journal I shall say the 
rest of my say straight forward. Thank you for* 
remembering your engagement, fulfil it as soon as 
you can in January. To see you now and then 
(provided it does not over fatigue you) is very 
enlivening : but to have "you for a while first, 
evenuigs and all, is comfortable to tliink of: and 
God be thanked that we have the , prospect once 
again as cheerfully as ever — when one parts for the 
summer one dares not leok so far forward. 

What an agreeable fellow was. that Philip of 
Maceddn ! we are reading his history * ; but the- 

.*. Dr. Lelaiid's Life of Philip WM {iu^Hsi>edir«. 17.58. 

wis«f 



wisi and. elegant AthenkilS']>ilt tiit but of all 
patieito^ tbey ate so* like moderns : and all the 
Greeks of that time, some three or four excepted^ 
8(ppear such arrant scoundrels, that Philip, who 
was a clever sa>undrel and made fools of them all^ 
appears to great advantaga On Thursday we 
dlkd lit a fine new print-shop in Conduit Street, 
where Madanie ' Pompadour's cabinet is very scon 
"lo be shewn ; the present collection is very beautiful. 
Lord Dartmouth dined with -Us, he is indefatigabk 
in . his business (the Board of Trade), and more 
amiaUe tlian ever. What an agreeable pair of 
liords will be at the Board when Lord Palmerston 
comes in there, which he will soon do, as Mr. J* 
Yorke is moving to the Board of Admiralty. Lord 
Dartmouth enquired very much after you, and 
seems to preserve a strong remembrance of the 
evening he met you at Lady Franceses ** 1 have 
been to-day at Lady Grey s, and ckemin fmant 
called at the Asylum, where they have nearly com- 
pleated their number, 100 girls. I saw about 
threescore sitting variously employed in their school- 
room, looking neat, modest, healthy, and happy* 

I am infinitely obliged to Mrs. Margaret Hunter, 
(who seems a very good woman, pray tell me 
somewhat further about her), for giving me so 

• Lmly Frances Coningsby. 
/VOL* III. K good 



good an* upcle,, Can? I er^ft rally oo Ait sobfect 
wUi;i(nit liCtiog : up, my l^ait Jni^iious tbankfiihi^ss 
tQ tjj^t Proyi4fn(Cf5 wWrfv mwecl' up for iBe>.wthout 
Bfiy degpe^ of relationship^ sudi a parent*'; and^ 
ha£f^contipu^sa<:;h a bless^ firom the dbmeO'to d^r 
wqning; qf life;-^yes, the evening If j iot it is 
certainly late ia tbe^ a^^itemppp^ with; lOQ at lei^t, . 
though the suq. shinesL brJ£^U?i?idMn : iti dU leendf^in 
my day. 

Evei?y body wqU at hpn^ thft bdte. ringing 
merrily, myc^^t aile^p comlbrteble eoi aicbair hy^ 
the bla^eof a cheei^ful fire^ myself amidst books 
and j)aper3 fully e^aployedr— Pray what rout ro(m 
can afifond a^plea^ant^revenii^ toyonr friend C. T. 

* Meaning the Arcbbisbc^, ,witii whQ9it,'8he;an4 h^sr mdlfaer 
had resided from the time she was five yca^ old, ,She Jiever. 
knew her father, for she was not born till be had been dead 
five montlis. . , *. 

: t Miss l^lbot wa^ bdrn* in 173^', sp tlmt slue was ftow only 
in her forty-fifth ;y wt, but her health, hadi Vtrtrhun igotfd^ 
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Mas; carter to MiJte tALBOT. 

Deal> Drc. 20, 17e*» 

YoxJR device, my dear Miss Talbot, U 
tin admirable good one, and I shall profit by your 
sentences, though you will be very little cdiffed by 
mine. Not but even mine may be as good as most; 
of those which I have yawned over in Plutarch ; 
and which, except the respectable circumstatice oC 
being written in Greek and put into a book, ar0 
often inferior to what you hear uttered in good 
blundering English from honest Mrs. Covers every 
day. Perhaps it is not judging fairly of thesfli 
treasures of ancient wisdom, from the little infor- 
mation we receive from them at present When 
time was young, and before the experience pf 
successive ages had, on most common subjecti||| 
rendered the ignorant and the learned equally wise j 
these apophthegms, founded on the, attentive obser- 
vations of philosophic leisure, might be useful 
maxims of moral prudence to such as wanted oppor- 
tunity of making them for themselves. Having, I 
hope, fully proved to you that I am as .wise b$ 
Thales or Solon, I will leave you for the present 
to gpt myself dressed. 

K a Transfer 
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Transfer your envy from Mrs. Govers to me, 
who not content to catch the rising sun from a 

chambei^in49T' :^^^^?4 P}P f^o/njiig^^bytn^ooi^- 
Mght to the top of a hill, from whence I saw the 
iir^ Op^niHg'bf thk morning, and at my return saw 
the whole creation gradually wakening into life and 
t^atity by the illiimmation^of the 'advancing ^ day. 
I felt, i hope with a diie degree of thankfulnei^s^ 
the blessing of beitig in health and motion, andf 
capable of enjoyhig the scene uround me, while sd 
many were tbssing on a bed of pain, or crippled 
by debility^ and so many harsfssed by distressing 
Sal'esi' My walking, my dear Miss Talbot, is st 
^liiappiness, but your sleeping is a virtue ; tod sd 
jftray contrive to 'sleep on' for the good of your 
friends, knd leave speculations on the morning to 
Mrs. Govers and me: ' 

^ ' I dongratulate you'dn yolir prospect of succeed- 
mg in your kirid erideavours fot Etmn, Hbw happy 
ii'Hyas'that your former remittance reached him at 
ft 'time when' ft must 'be so particularly useful for 
his relief llf^'such* a ^distressful situation, 
^^1 havfe' been vkst'busv in contrivinjra (Hnner'fof 
aTiOiitadozen people^ which is always a very serious* 
^nfeideration- with me,- Avho' have no v^ry extra- 
ferdind^ fiKtfit^l taleiits fdf it — Most folks cbnsidef 
tiist; I suppose, feow itheir ciinhet will eat; but my 
first tod last thought is, how i^H^lli look.-— And- scr 
i;.*:/.:^ ^ ^ comfort- 



tprpfor^mg^iy^f itrHbntheiiho^^ hthttf ill ISfSfkcTyh 
t>e :" pfe,:t\}i^ gwd cQmpany wiM be ^cotitenft to^ 

tipn of: my pichH^with ^grosit satisftLqtion: ; : . r *d 
f Mrs*; Hunter is- sister ta. poor: Smart tiie lp©et,t 
0,^4 w}fQ to. a surgeon lat. Margaie, dtod aa dxeelletiti 
M^ife ^ moth^rl dm taoW ^te is, as iwH asr a good^ 
Tfoigap M j^U othei oc^ptcts.. d jcoogr^tidttte^ yi^I 
on dining with Lord Dartmouth, and:>myseiJ^ori^ 
the honour he did me by enquiring after me. 
According^ to *ny -present'schftin^^I *tfepe*te be at 
Canterbury on Saturday the 4th of January. And 
ifcit'|)lf«u^''GodJ*ha«'^i frWjSr'P^ospefobsTf I%frd^ 
hope^ haW fh^> hfc|>pJiie8& ^ seSin^ yoiieal^ bS- 
afoafifyl^V^illg,-^;:! ^ I'- "-''/'•■ '' ■ '^^ rc^-/) 

j. : ,.ad :.''^ fr /;^»-I ■;«!.' (''^r -U,,] ;i.-./.. ;,;;> 

•'' ^:'Mds T?At^^ ']\rk caIM^ ;'J 

("'■■ ^. : •; • ' • :'' -' - Lambctt, Jtinel^.'i'rGS. '' 
[■ 'T :?.:/: ' ^- ■ :'^ ^' • • : :• £^ --' -^ ''■ • * -^f 
[ ' . : ]^\',t^i^ti|i<e^ just oiae, VI naay hope the> 

^ind compauaion.of our Wi^^m^^thrTaat^^ 
€f rived at^hat home, .frorh ^rJl^cb friebdahjp alonej 
could tempt her to stay so ipog. .: I did F»k«! Jbisj 
mprqjng at four, saw the day-light, and had more 

than • 
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^n 1^ a mkttl 4o Aip Jon my long^wn and 
^ di^wn >inlo the little parkMir* at fi^; a^ 
jii5.ii . M , . 1 ,; ., you tshail have a Lqttor of breafas and 
jnterryptions just as tliey happen* Y^sterda^y* 
)]|ji33ed as it CQuMt One good thing here is^ one 
hjat3 no leisuiie to lay any sicMrrow much to heart 
Qttr jUssipatim eoqtinues not a mdment to oneself, 
mjoice that you are got b^clr to your rockd| imd 
ffefttjrwcan ' 

: W^ivci gw^ >^p^y to difto»t full»wfti vgood 
Poct^r . ai»f} M^rs^ Hwt frow OKfc«d# : Me^w. 
Carson and Devayne and a friseyr (and fdeaao^ 
you) have taken up the whole morning : thus the 
day goes. Pray entreat Mrs, Montagu, in the 
retirement al fiet coal-pit, to tiitnk that she has 
Correspondents who wish to know if she hiis lost 
the paiq in her face, and the noise of the hani^mers, 
I have been readmg your third volume of Peruvians 
witl^ pleasure, and though the objection yoii made 
)s just, }t does not hurt me in these as in the Tales 
of the Genii. Tte Peruvian seems a patriarqlial 
ireliglQii before it grew corrupted, but Christian 
piety wth Mahometan d^trineSa is ^^ $> jewel of 
gold W % §wme's snoHt/' 



•WcJl, ;ottr itef ar Fulhfetna4vto i4ry pteg^^tft, 1 
tvishefdfoh^ ^roa^o see the piioApeet from the bisfa^p's 
new libraa-y^ Mrfcci^ w^ feat Of}e window isbaded 
ty tfee-'te«^ch^ ^a wwsirable^dw^-A large bow 
46dtfeg ^Ghhsr a fe*6 ia^, iriteipspefeed witfi elunapB 
xif Irees and shi*ttbs to thfe ri^^e^, dfKi Patney* chureh 
'befy^d it To^d&y we \<^ei^ t^elvfe at tabH 
«tt!iorig ttie-i*est Dr. ' Jortin *, "^ha fen^tiii^ vefjr 
Icfedly faffer-Miss EirfiMtus. ^ 
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Mrs. '€AllTkR to IMiss tALBOt. 
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^ ' Deai^ June ^S\ i765<' 

■: • ' '^ . ■ ■ :-^M • , . . .'^ ..- / --;. ;/ ' 

I Efcjojcfi my dew Miii^TiftU^oi ypy 
alkali to: well; I HHe your arrftpX^tt^t very: njk|,c^ 
ahd 'beg yeu. wlU conttaue jt by aJl means. . 
\: Why dW:, not we read and talk 0ver Mils. Wil- 
fiaais's-fiaurytate. together? Frcwn tlie.pswe tr«4n pf 
life that I cooW 0(6yer g^ ajt you to talk over aoj 
tbdng. To CQtoplwfe. small tWilgis with great. Bay 

♦ This eroinpHt sctialar and good man, was^tl^en chaplain 
to the Bp. of London (Dr. Osbaldiston), and had consider- 
U(b\c church preiferment from him. — ^He died in his vicarage 
bouse at KehslngtoA ih 1770. 

J situation 
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jBituakian. at Lambetb, mth ragard to :you, Very 
muoh seamijbfes. what I osce experieiKred with m- 
gard to an pr^an placed at the tmd of a cwrt ia 
LondoQ). into which the foooa I then iobaUtodrhad 
a. window, , I could just; perpcive eni»i^ <tf tb$ 
sound to make oae tea^ myself to dwth by per^ 
petual frqittess efforts to bear the music, which tb? 
io^ediment of tbe/pt^i^cts between - us wQuld 
never suffer me to do* To return to Mrs. WilUaQp^"^ 
tale, it is surely very beautiful, and yet there is 
something in the conclusion so unsatisfactory and 
inelanchbly, that it left only a gloomy imprsssmi 
on my mind. 

Your distinction would be perfectly just^ if the 
* Christian sentiments in the Peruvian Stories were 
represented as patriarchal religion. But they are 
to be considered there, as the result of what is 
called natural religion; and the infidels would 
most heartily ^ thank any author, who allows to 
that a system of worship and mwals, such as ia 
not to be found in any history of the people upon 
the face of the earth, b€^re Christianity. The 
Peruvians, indeed, wem preferaUe to many other 
nations. But the reformalion of their Incas ex4 
tended no £Euther than reclaiming them frcmi brutal 
inaqners, the dreadful abomination of human sa-- 
cfifices, to a milder kind of idolatry. Their hrt-* 
mediate object of worsbijj was the sun; and t 
iv .. . : think 
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think thav^ read inGarcil^sd 4d hi^Vega^ fiiat 
they tboqgkt it impious to address the Gitator of 
the unirerse any otherwise than by a^K^ndiiig to 
the top of a hill and raiskig their &fes to heaven. — 
One would imagine by all this, that I had taken 
yoa at your word; and supposed you to ktscm nd 
more of history than you pi^ofess to do. ' 

Whether Mrs. Montag4 nMiy not be deMghtiiig 
herft^ with a tour through tht eoal niinfes, and 
have lois* all refnembrahce of her stib^«elaitiBl 
ftiendsis more than I know, for I have not iiterd 
^from her sinco { icatno honle> .1 






Miss TALBOT •ro Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, Jug, $3, 176^* 

I MOST write to you at my coucber, 
dear Miss^ Carter,- or never write at alU I tfaou^it 
to have had a quiet evening, when it was all be- 
witched away in counting money, and I was for* 
ited to think all- the civil things I could about 
money to keep myself in tderabte temper with my 
employment. 

IshaU 
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- % «k|tt h»y tf lawplle A»%Jottfn*l^iB«,l)j bite 
tt[idi»Btiti>Srtl^t2 ibtiJDMe Swifts and jou SieUa 
«nd Msau Dingtey^ ior ive^m mdMg those ihrae 
i)ew iPofadoM, in ^y^bkh he :^rilte3. to . tliem .in that 
fitgrku Happiiy I.^have no Lord Trciaburar. aor 
&$a>ft0xy .St ; Joha to >writo tiMul;. X. bire. lua^ in 
those Letters ^eiy^^K by. ^^'m I meaaSwift. i 
km^ li^ad Zdidei wHoh I da met a^ioo, as: it is 
bakukMitoomdoi iall: the j^^ood im^^reotieiKt that 
lB#]r>fawerbeei»ttnQde hy.tbe iMarq«im:de ft^tselte. 
" .Wlirt tt ^earj day ^twiil-— -Yefe^it is artly by 
reflection for other peopte^tib^il iijpl Ui.iuiy i^wv*f 
attce^ as-^ven such weather gives no dreariness to 
this cheerful house. If you were here at this 
minute, I think (and it is the first time since you 
w^ni/ ▼w uiigiit cncit quictiy ^siu cuuuuriuuiy iwi 
an hour. — ^But, alas, you would have the head-ache 
or the .i:bemniatism, for I feir ia l^i^ weatl\er you 
are prosecuted by them* bodi. Mrs. Montagu is 
in tl^eb^st {)iace just, now, her fires are ready laid. 
This wet i am afraid will bring on a still greater 
9tNurcity tifm ^^ bare y^t fsk. It cainot bring 
oii^ftay.ovil that we do not iaonrnfold wii^s de- 
serve..'. ^ ..f : . . , . \ . 

A &ae jsumaer day ^igan^ .^dd ^ busy day; 
eattcid in ^ inoming to a g^tlewan who eotid 
W^ s^aJc m wwd of EngEsh. Took it ft>r granted 
it must be Lazarow, with dispatches from Trc- 

bisondj 



Wscmd ; ' opeiK* hh Letter Hi ^^tM temy ? flftitid 
it a v€»y^Wil one from Mrs. HdaeyU^ood. Wtetil 
to town. ' l.ady Gtey looking iebefaifilL Dr. Ford 
gone out, but not yet well ; under l>r. Addifigtbn's 
ifaFei Mrs* Scott very ^reeablej the ^ohm new 
iSier hot nbr perfumed, though ffiiere weite both ftee 
md flow^^ts. Seirt to Mrs. DunWr'iB, wiy tv^l, 
just returned from Bath, goes out of towt^ 'Satur- 
day: ^Slrs. ' flydef and Mfes Terriek woiMng i«ry 
^mp}ai*fly.-^Mrsi' R. €(xpcct8 hourly to go to feeV 
toed) i Mt\ Gomyn iit dinner. A charming lottg 
waUsf tili^eight o*(5k)*fc. T*hen Mr. Devayne, t^ 
tefinifrsliehad succeedleNi for a poor man; he h^ 
a noble* friendly as^al, and does things speedily/ 
bpartily, ^nd tathe puipose; he and Di*. Stinton "^ 
supped with us. A«lbu, jt is past sieved, aoidr 
youinayju^geih^w tired I amj Jfcm are oAcas |br 
all to take>it for granted every bwI enquires roost 
Itodly for you, and sends messages. 

Hti'Ve you called on iJady Holdcmesser aiid ho^ 
do you like her? I find writing -literally JournalaP 
would take up too great a portion of ohe*s life,' 
untess one did like Dr. Mounsey, and ordered thaf 
one Xetter to be circulated through all one*s friends, 

♦ On« of th4k archbishop^s chaplains, an^ afterwards recfot • 
of Wr^bap[i, To bim» and the prf scot b$$hop of ho^iont. 
hh <^nip^ teft the revisal of bis imiiiuscriptSf &c. ' 

whether 



*hetter aoquiEimted M^ ieadjT otlicif or not' N<W 
My could <io thi^ but Dr. Mounsey^ but m him 
Tt is .v^:rigltt GbAd ratiQUal/ ^ givies lone a ¥99(3 
4<5ftl crfjeatertoinment ; The r«ia has driven bim. 
ftom .M^dyern^ but being, jas ^he &ays, mountain, 
QM^, h^. 13, now. a| Bristol hot wells.; . I have efe 
Viat visited, his favourite Mri..Crataken a«d likft her 
. very mw^. . 'i : : : ' ! 

V Yqti cannot in)?i^ne\vbftt{ a kind of d^ght it isi 
tome to find Swift^^in his priTf^te lifer ^Teally goodi 
and amiable man;. It seems an anttcifi^tipn of thas 
kao^'tedge of cbflU^&cter in their. jtrue and good* ligbt,^ 
which wiU.sMjrely make apitft of iutoue baftpiness.^ 
One usad toitbink lum a m^ter^jriW beaat of a wit^ 
itnd it im& the diligent emplo}SKienti.o£iiis J^uri^ing; 
]^»rs todogoodand kindjOftoes. . [f a. * 
-: His Grace is getting stout again; he preached tor 
US tirioe on Sunday; this is<«nae ol great thank*, 
fulness, and yet I am fuJU of giiefvaiicps to-day^ andl 
coold' you knock at' my dbor, glAd a3 I i^bdilld 
lieallyjb^.tpi^wyou, I should receiye yoa;\yith dii 
ckrti^ countenance. National ^airs gor-:^-: — rr 
not at all tQ my liking; domeBtic; affairs perpl^X} 
me^ Mpst;of tiie changes you wilLhav^. seep in) 
the papers, but will doubt their authority till con- 
firmed in written band. Out-^Lord Rockingham, 
IX«f Kew., D. of Rich., Ld. Winch., Ld. Chalicr 
//i— D. of -Grafton, Mr. Pitt; Ld Shelburne, Ld/ 
-' .. North* 
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"Northitigtoti, iA.-CBXtf^kn. Yga: will honoilr Ld. 
Temple lor hahrih^ broke off principally on^account 
ibf Lord I^ttoiton. ^ 

' I have ju^ 'been reading a book, lately - pub4 
lished, wiii^h I^eiitreiit you to like, as I dp, exceed«^ 
ingly.— It is in two \>olumes> Sermons to Young 
Women. Vou are in, and handsomely in, hut not 
so handsomely as yoo would have been, had the 
author known jou better. 



] Mrs, carter to Miss TAtBOt. ' . 

; ' .1 . . . ■ . . , .* 

^ \ ■ Wuhi a poor humdrtktn moital do i] 
kppear to myself, dear Miss Talbot^ when I comri 
^re my unvaried fm/i isfe me wjtb the account o& 
your sprightly doings. I rejoice in . them,, how-? 
ever, and think they, niust do you good, thougk JL; 
*lfishly used- to fret and v^x at fiacting ^ton be-, 
Ibnged to font le mande ^ wbeal was longiag te] 
half an hoar enparticuMr.' It didmea world ©fi 
^ood to find you^ so kindly wiafoed pie^to peiita^i 
Qiat single j6#iBl of an hour wto|*hf ypu inctotti lOut 
of the croij^%iHce'r-Wft yCw>.- *^ '-- *:::w...^ i.:; 
•- - - I fear 
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I ftw your apprehewioM^tbdilt t^ il^al^ 
sifist Imw greatly eiicreased;:iiQkr ]Md as. it h^^ 
b^ea for some time, yesterday w.wbeyoijdf aU: th^ 
rest— yfct one has too oftea kamm veyy unpro- 
mising appearaoces end in a p^Oiitifal. season, not 
Isi hope that it may be agaaa tbe qade* It is too 
thie,. tiiatwe but little d^erv^ the continuaiiM . «f 
the blessings ior whk:h we have made #0^ idogralffiil 
a return. Yet, if ten rigbt^aa pefaw4 Qoald 
once have saved a devoted people, may we not 
hope that a proportionable greater number may 
avert the divine vengeance from this nation, fboHsfa 
and wicked as, alas, we too generally are. 

I am glad you have called on Mrs. Scot, it has, 
I am sure, rejoiced her heart, and she deserves 
it What upon earth could Mrs. Honeywood 
write to you about I have never read Swift's last 
published Letters, but am glad tQ find they will 
heip toijustify me, ia alwayjs having had a mw^ 
&vourable idea of bis character than most people 
seemed, lo think he desetved. There always ap- 
pett^d a> rectitude. and siacerity in him, much sun 
pmoTito tto gireater wnaber of hkk contemporary^ 
gEma9e8«'^--Uts mU I. cannot help tbinUng, waf 
inere.di8temper, and for many instances of shock* 
ing impropriety &qA levity into T^hicb it haiTted 
Jiim, :hb wasi per^p^ a^ little acQouatable asfof 
the delirium of a fever* Lpfd Cor^DOy I thkik^ 
' ; some^ 
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^bmetrhere s|iedcff of his deplorable idibtey ad a 
jndgm^fit: surely it wouTdhave^ been more cljarit-' 
able tb kavcf considered it, as tJie last stage of a 
long madness, which very frequently termmates m 
this conclusion* 

A countess is too considerable an object in a 
state, of nislioatioafiir -Hid ia#mit answerni^ your 
questbasv about Lady HohierMsaec I hav^ faax^ 
tbeiioiiouii(of<Kniligwithiher xm^, aml^ afH^Mie' 
you would like her; she seems' to hav« gtaaigood' 
si^tt^e^' withdiui ^oiy af]^etMk>nior {wiad^ 
open: cmmt^aBce. I ilsasi dtii^^dad iwitiir:: n^ 
day^. H^reyM read the ii^H8iituves;bf^Alpto 
aiid t^ rest of that collectbn^ aii4 him do ydu.lika: 
the»^- 



> 



lAaAfth,.Sept.8,jf66. 



thtU^ I am^ Little p<(&s^i9'Siliiifig'i^y(m&0ii'«t«ig^ 

..':.....; . ■. ... . '-.„••.•. . •: • ,. .. ■ . 

? 'iuJ . folio 
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iif^o of popish saints,^ on wbicK I have wasted 
loahy a half hour lately.— -It is a trwslation of 
Bibadeneira, lent me by Dr. Hawkesworth, y^hom 
I iik^e mightily, and his wife likewise. 

&»i. 24. f 

"^ Kot^fooe jmimite have I had since I hegm this to % 
liid: a iin^« Y^sterdey :^e all; drank coffee at; 
Gmffdw^ as we l^ve |r^\^ntly tbia summeri and> 
\tf^!^ ahqut the gardes* . 

: Poor. dear Mrs. Mackeaizie is oovie up tp^ try-, 
her ; friehds latere^* that he may at least bam * 
hk gaardship contkined him; his time expires* 
at> Xlbristmaa. .Alas^ the Duke of Queensbury. 
is in Scojiand^ and Mr. Oswald in IrdjModi. 
and who will interset themselves for those who 
have only merit and distress? — ^you would, lam 
sure, if you had any interest. I wish any friendf 
of your's was a dear friend of Sir C. Saunders. — I 
do grieve for them at my heart, Bhd for poor Dr. 
— — i though I never §aw him; you must feel how 
much it struck me. Not that one is to judge by 
events ; so do not \4ini^Hie that, Itaim-tefopted by 
ai^aiiireaeoiiaUi^ tefineWent t ^mt therfrris ar^taip^: 
tiw€.expi»s%icm />f; Mfhfe^ Ji..Qey^ ;fe#Dre- felt 4fc6: 
full force, " That ye may be harmless and blame- 
Im*:!' it isri^vto.eirideaiBqnif ^ixx: t^ iuai&d^lbfit 
tbb aimihiDiuld^ie^ffejgiliated ih pdbb tiimiai- ctea-^ 

vli^i mres 
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tares by a stifl jStronger endeavouf tiever to he 
hurtful, and glad and thankful we may be when wel 
attain even that 

Pray ask Mrs. Montagu if she hears any thing 
in Newcastleshire of the charming Mrs. Wilson of 
104, who has taken a trip from New York to visit 
her grandchildren there. I fell m love with her 
in yesterday's paper, and Want to know if. it i$ 
true. 

Sift. ^6. 

How can you be so extravagant in tliese times as 
to idle away your money in such a superfluity 
as a fine fancied mahogany case to figure in 
at the Museum ? Is it for the murders committed 
by your disdainful eyes and adamantine heart, or 
by your satirical pen, that you have condemned 
yourself to be dissected? If you do not read news- 
papers you will think my head turned, but if 
you do, the artiicle I 'mean will have caught your 
attention as it did ours. It must be you or Mrs. 
Mac— ley. 

Oct. 4. 

Here is my Letter yet, and flow it has waited 
for great events. Since it was begun we have a 
Princess Royal, a Queen of Denmark, a Duke of 
Cumberlandi a Duke and Duchess of Northum-' 

T0L4 til. h berlandi. 
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berland, a jfecond Miss Michael^ born over my 
head al three* this morning* — These topics would 
iead me l^r,'- especially* ilie" poor Queen of Pen- 
mark, gone out alon^.into the >vide world, not d 
.^crea'ture/shc kdows to attend her any further than 
*Alt6na. ' It js w^rse than dyin?— for die she must 
\6 aft she has ever seen ^or'khowri — but then it is 
oiily dying oiit of one bad world mto another, just 
Ifke it; arid \vhcYe sh<^' fs to* have cafes 'and fears find 
dangersL and sorrows that will yet all be new to her". 
May it please God to protect and instruct and 
comfort her, poor child as she is ! and make her 
as good, as beloved, and 'as happy as 1 believe her 
aunt Louisa was \ ' The^y have been just telling in<3 
how bitterly she Cried in the coach tis far as any 
body saw her. 

I rejoice that yoii have got for a neighl)0iir a 
countess you so 'much admire, "and that your ac- 
quaintance begun so agreeably. What could Mrs. 
Iloneywobd write to me about? A poor French^ 
man iii distress, who by the Abp^ interest with Mrl- 
Devayne obtained what he desired, and, I believe, 
deserved. I have long ago finished the third volnme' 
of Shrift, and can, 1 think, collect from it, (what 



* The public topics arc sufficiently known; Miss Micliael 
xftis probably tHe danght^f t<> ^oIne domestic of the Arch 
>>l5iiop: * J 
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XtOnfess I respect him the more for) that his spleeti 
and wretchedness proceeded from being like Sir 
Charles Grandison, deeply in love with two amiable 
women at the same time. Not indeed that the 
violence of poor Vanessa's Letters gives one any 
very amiable idea of Aer, but yet I can heartily 
pity and excuse him> and indeed there seem to me 
a thousand things in his character great and good. 
Lord B — --st's Letters are by far the worst in the 
pack) and how Dr. Hawkesworth could say there 
was nothing in them to disparage any character I 
cannot guess, for they are below contempt 



Mrs- carter to Miss TALBOT* 

Deal, Oct. lli 17S6k 

Py£ upon you and your popish saints, 
my dear Miss Talbot, who hold it a meritorious 
action to renounce and forget your friends. Your 
whole folio is not half so well worth reading as 
Lloyd's Chronicle, which has often given me the 
comfort of seeing the archbishop's name, and in- 
ferring because he was very busy he must be very 
well ; a point which I am heretic enough to deem 

ti of 
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of more consequence to the world than any thing 
contained in your legendary collection . 

Of saints that never yet had being. 
Or being, ne'er were saints. 

I was breaking my heart for the Q. of Denmark 
when I received your Letter, yet her youth, thou^ 
it may render the first shock of parting more vio- 
lent, will make it wear oflF the sooner, and she will 
the more easily accommodate herself to die new 
world into which she is entering. It may,, indeed, 
be as bad a one in general as that; she has left ; 
yet by what I have heard of it, that particular 
part of it in which she will be most immediately 
conversant, has many advantages for a person of 
her inexperience, I am heartily grieved for the 
poor Mackenzies, and from my heart wish I had 
the power, as I have the will, to serve them. 

If in your winter provision of writing toc^s you 
should chance to forget wax and wafers, do pray 
sew your next Letter with a needle and tliread : for 
I am too covetous of a Letter of your's not to wish 
to hate it en propre. I thought myself, however, 
very lucky that nobody defrauded me of any part 
of the last : which, considering that all the world 
must have read it, is an instance of more honesty 
i than 
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than from half the world might reasonably havft 
been expected. 

I am afraid I am more riotous than you. De- 
stroybg and burning, indeed, deserve little tolera- 
tion r but to prevent stai'vihg, by reducing provi- 
sions io a reasonable price, I cannot help thmking 
leather more than half pardonable, while no legal 
Iheans were taken to alleviate the general distress. 
I will certainly enquire about Mrs. Wilson. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, 2>cc.8, 17^; 

I COULD find in my heart to seal this 
Letter up before I begin it, for fear I should ever 
again be guilty of such a careless trick. I believe, 
however, an immoderately long Letter in a woman's 
hand may go as safe open as sealed or sewed. Do 
not you remember Emin's telling how one of my 
long Letters saved him a ring that was sent him by 
Lord Northumberland. He was attacked by some 
eastern robbers, and my Letter happening to be the 
first, they opened it, the sight of so much writing 
discouraged them, and they gave him all back to- 
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gather, the rlpg being in one which th^y had not 
opened. 

Somebody of Lambeth w^ lately at Deal, and 
heard that you m as coming 1;o town to be .a n^aid of 
honour, I M'ish you joy— soojebody else saw you 
there very Ii^udably employed. I wish it had been 
successfully, for even then the melancholy scene 
^vould have affected your spirits full enou^. Do 
comfort gie by saying there w^s no sort of harm in. 
that last pacquet about which I was so abominably 
careless* 

Dec. 18. 

Indeed you ere cross for not eontrifing to come 
to us in your way to town, I never thought of in^ 
viting you, or rather indeed thought it had been a 
general agreement for every year, Ypur head- 
achesj, md ypqr want of sitting alone might he a 
rational excuse in niost places, where people are 
so sociable as to love to be together all day long ; 
but that people here can sit as unmolested by their 
fire sides as at any home in the world, Dr. and- 
Mrs. Potter 9an bear witness-^they are still here, 
but by your own unwillingness to cqme, yoq may 
guess at their impatience to get away, and they do 
hope to get away by Monday, if not this week. 
Well,, upon any terms, I api glad you are coming 



'^T r^-.-yri oy err! er:* ::> r?.?; ati .rri .iLvr. 
into this part of the world, and that we shall^^a!; .^ 
least, see you sometimes : indeed, I know your 
goodness, we shall see you often, and you know 
my cares^ you will' not oh6 tlttlfe in left feee me with~" 
an unclouded brow. I thank God, at present, it 
is less c^ady^SJi .Jtt7tvftsc-J)itp(34y[)(iiip Jtl^T^one. 
The Abp, is mending every day. Let me hear 
frortr^u again* ^fY<5tt can ; if I have not time to 

ti^SQ....j^^,/,,.^^.^ .;^.,^ ;•, o: » V '- 

'^ "iH Ohll T •A'v'::i i-.v^ IIcil I Jtor; i9:i7(^;;/ 
wisi^ of iJbii? aeiif^ye^^apd frf-^yerv 9j^u>y pQCOfaf;. -.^ 




th^L,^ it wjUc^tttj^^j^^^^^^ y^^jyn^^'^^griee- . , 

able to jqq, ai^d ^/^j^qecj jit f i^ be .yFX.^9^r v . 
fortal^le. to^tV}§^ , J. AB^ii^: ^ you., jjjpfuhl. i^ave . us 

send \\\p^QQQ4:^ ^VH?^4 ^9 ^^-/^B^i^^^r!'*^*^ ^^ ^^J 
Bridj^^, Street but not being quite sure 'of the 

hour, 
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how, (^ball bi glad of one Kne to inform xne. 
Adieu. 



. Um TAiaOT TO Mm. CARTER. 

Lamb^A, /»^5, 17157:.. . 

Jjtsr yon shonld^be uti^isy, dear MVs; 
Carter, at not hearing from hence, I sH down by 
owl light to bid you welcome to that hornet ybu 
have so long been pinipg for* I have wasted my 
evening pleasantly enough in watching from my 
niother's windows the fupily syllabub and dance 
under the trees in the garden^ By this you wiH 
giiess we are all well. 

Wfay^do not I tell you how J like the Count? 
bei^use I was too much taken up with him to find 
leisure ; I have been an full of shaHotv contrivances 
85 if I'h^d been goingto be married myseiif* Y^- 
tenjay evening they were married by hii Grace, i^ 
the long^ gallery^ hk having to6 mtich gou( to go as 
fyi as the chapel My old frfend Ifiitd P^cy gave 
awy the amiable Lady £|gr§mont, to 0ie agrees 
^hle Cpiml 4e 3ruhl, The only assistants her two ' 
4fiughter5, in^ ipo&eri^ ^4 yonr lEp^t pb^ient, 
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They stayed mlh us till nine ; but thtnk God the 
Abp. is father the better than the worse for it! 
nay we tell him he must contriVe to' marry some 
pretty couple once a week. 

Fye upon me, I do not get on at all, and now 
my news is not worth the reading, but you will have 
had it from Mrs. Montagu, who with Mrs. Scott 
$pent tl;^ next evening with us, and a most delight- 
ful evening we had. 

We are de€^ (<br otir after^supjier book) in Lord 
Lyttfekon* For m^ own amusetiiient I^m^ad* 
be digresses so much ; fcut doeaf iie hot' di^^essf it6o ^ 
mucb fef a biographer?* I am'miiieh enterlainted 
wilfe the History of the Crmades, -tfk>ugh:iii*eiitt ''^ 
is terrible. If you ever meet Withxthe rtfetopyiif • 
Nourjtthad it will itti^re^t wd'tirAiise^pWt v J< \^uld'- 
be Usefol to be read by alt thfe^ydtiiig tefembi^^'at • 
the club at JVrthiif^ j th6 6h!y sb^m^jparftl^^ ^ 
he grbws what this author ttieatt^ for-ve^'^^teus,'^ 
and aspirefe after the bfeatifid vtsforf ctf ' tii^ ife*€« '^' 
Mahomet- ' ' - •- ^ ' ^'' ^ ^^'- :^ •• ^ !•-. -^/: ? 
* I have had also gteat plfetehre this we*l: iri*^e5e^^* 
ing your new j^rebendafy* <if Canterbury, ' Mt. '^^ 
Penson. When be is in spirits he often putf nie hi ■ 

• Hjst. (uf Hcpry 11, 

' ' ^ min4 
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mifid.of his ever d§v uiu^le^, ap4 to secsf bjm^jso* 
happy a^ the Abp. ^as; just 4^19^ magd^ hip^ ;w«is quiter 
joyous. • './,'. _: . '. ',.-> ' 



» • V i 



, ^ > Miss . TAI^OT, to Mas. CAflT^IL i 



Ltmbieth, OcMO, 1:^67;' 



J 1*4 t 



rrZ :/ ^'^ M wjf (Jf^w^Mrs- Carter, a ^ca«dalo»3 
t%g^fh#tIwritejt9^yo(Uft9s?ldon^ Butwha.tqMijl:^?j^ 
I wfjteeyeiyPo«ttaWre»fc asI^adyGreyKlthsw^ith, i 
<>J*ljf^jjf r^g'^iV^ n^ Loft d beipgfgone Jo Ki^e^bo^vir 
rof^ Ip drink JH^unpaFg^e ^^tara., X goppt Vwkie 
atlayV:<^^e^^0t!df9 wi}w?body. or pthf r dxop^ k)^ 
and twenty ttm^.^flay: J »m weary:;?^ |^ .fen-. 
<^^¥%r. 1^^pq<ff/Dean of CI}j(;!|st Qauvi^b^ in a , 
duog«wi»M»y* i I wv^o^teiw goi^et^tdyjIz^iMr^. ^ 

Friendr^^i^t 9f^S0^y ^^ V?^t^uji^;!^4y ^^* ' 
Tbpu^ t^ti]u|^ l9YC,apd;Yalue «»wy;0£ the people 
that are still iir town, I could be heartily .glad to/ 
have fip jcaU Jto jA>ndoniw a msff^ or tivo ; ..^Lse ft 
sptec^s 8uch a tameoess throu^ the, y^^ar. fiut 
in^Jifed ^( i^ X^i'y agreeable gbii^g to Mrs» - Friend ; 
iier dispositions are so sweet, she takes every thing 

t , /^ • THc Bp. of Gloucester, 

so 
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so rightly. I 'aril very angry with a ybiing friend 
of 'mine whom you and I know, and I think more 
then I say, because when a step is irretriev^ibly 
fekeh bnfe tt.buM hot have it viewed in the severest 
fightV^butprett^ knd agreeable tliough she be, and 
I date sa^tiith' many good qualities, I can never 
^jomplihietit her, as other people do, with th¥ ft- 
sHibnabie piitase of a good heart, for what h tlic 
heiirt that could in such a situation af^aravLitc the 

CIO 

heavy' distresses -of an amiable tender widoAvcd 
mother, by robbing her of her dearest companion, 
and filling her with additional anxieties for the 
welfare of a wilful child ! By very great good luck 
she has met with a man, as" every^body says, of 
uncommon merit and accomplishments, but could 
she not, vatJeast, havse* ventured to i^^it for him one 
year, till she had been perhaps less wanted at home, 
and the prospects before her and her lover fairer 
and Je3s,. uncertain? Yet periiaps had I been of 
just her 8gq, a^d in jii^t her $itaatioii| mere wani^ 
of courage and resoJutioa might Jiave been all tlnj 
^iffeience between us. If there was not a great 
deal of good in her, blind passion would uqtihave 
been so provideiit^ally dirfct^d to. a .right choice, - 
She perplexes me .sadly at present, for if I hear 
her talked of in a circle where there are both mo- 
thers and daughters, I findt myself equally disposed 
to excu^? her to the. parents, %n^, abu^e her to 

the 
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the chfldren. Whether right or wrong in other 
respects, she has certainly set a dangerous ex« 
ample* 

* Pray, pray, get on as fast as you can with your 
Arabic, that you may be fit to translajte for us 
forty-four Assemblies, or ingenious conversations; 
by Hariri, the son of Himam ; there are fifty in 
all, six just translated by a gentleman of ; Cam- 
bridge, and we are undone to know whether the 
whole fifty can possibly be equally dull and unedi- 
fying. Did your ever, read Noah ? it seems to me 
even in the translation delightfully fine. 



, Miss TALBOt TO Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, N0O. 15, 17^. 

.Many thanks, dear Mrs. Carter, for the 
sincere pleasure you have given us all three, by 
your communication of two such excellent Letters f. 

I return 

* This match proved a vtry unhappy one, ftnd the husband, 
and irife have for Many years been separated ; but as they are 
boXh living and have a family* it was not thought right to men- 
tion their names, though the reflections upon this clandestine . 
niarriagc were too valuable to be suppressed. 

t These Letters were printed in Mrs. Carter's Memoirs* 
They reiatod to tUe annuity so handsomely granted her by 

Mr* 
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1 return tiiem'to you, but mu^ confess t have taken 
a copy, which is safe locked up in my desk, never 
to be shewn to any mortal without your permission ; 
we have not mentioned it to any soul, nor shall we 
till we have your leave, so pray send a permit for 
speaking soon. Every thing is such an honour to 
both sides, that it would be faulty to be silent. 
Do not think that I am delighted at your having 
the disposal of a little more paltry money, for I 
know no definite sum that is worthy of your spirit; 
but my joy and your's too, is that the possessors of 
such a noble fortune set out on its enjoyment with 
a spirit so every way right, and that $hews, I think, 
it is likely to be a blessing to tliemselves, by their 
making it, as far as wealth can be, one to others. 

I shall knoM;" how to pity your rheumatism, and 
admire your patience better than ever I did in my 
life. However, I have been tolerably free these three 
days. The Abp. has had a most kindly fit of the 
gout in his l§ft hand, which went gradually off, and 
peniiitted him to preach in our new chapel at 
Stockwell on Sunday, and to attend her Majesty 
at her own house yesterday. I think I never saw 
my mother better in her life. What blessings are, 

Mr. (afterwards Sir William) and Mrs. Pulteney. In this part 
of the Correspondence several Letters from Mrs. Carter to 
!Miss Talbot are missing. 

these i 
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these ! and I trust I am tiiatikful My own litde 
complaints have some douceurs attending them, as 
they procure me frequent visits from my good 
Doctor^ who is in such full business that if I did 
not really want him I should newr see him at all. 
Dr. Porteus has been so good as to appoint Uis son 
preacher at the new chapel, you may guess bow 
glad I shall be of such a neighbour. Pray bow 
comes it that you have seen so little of Lord an8 
Lady Holdemesse, or rather that you have let them 
see so little of you this year. 

I have wasted my time to-night in looking over 
old mourning, and then studying the Ordinary of 
Newgate — Pretty lively amusements. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, Dee* 24, 176/. 

My dear Mrs. Carter, it is really not 
from Want of aiffection for you or anxiety about your 
health, that I have been all this while without writ- 
ing; but ever since I have recovered any tolerable 
degree of health 1 have been oppressed witli busi- 
ness, not even having had time to read an idle book. 
I write now on one knee, waiting for Mr. Parry 

about 
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about ft- poor woman, expecting Mrs. , Goyers tilth 

pills and caps, for I must take my baric, ^aiid dress 
to go to town all in half an hour, and have fifty 
things on my spirits besides. Three Letters have 
i dispatched since 1 began this, one to the steward 
in Worcestershire, one to a good ^voman wlio is to 
send us a kitchen-maid J and one to comfort the poor 
JVlackenzies. T^one of these admitted delay, so y^u 
were postponed, and thus it continually happens. But 
I am very uneasy about your slow fever, and cannot 
&elp tliinking, from my own little experience, that an 
ague is attest but an unpleasant and an unpromis- 
nig remedy. Let me know, ixaweverj whetlier you 
have attained this very moderate point of ambition 
— hdw like indeed to all other ambition the suc- 
cessful ambitions might tell if they would, who^ 
equally expose themselves to hot and shaking fits. 
Bat I will not be ingenious^ uon push the cqniparisoa 
so far as it might go. I begin to recover my inclina- 
tion for going oyer Westminster Bridge, and have 
been several times to town,' but, ^ alas, have not 
reached ^BatU House, which indeed I wished much 
to do. I just saw Mrs. Montagu, quite well. 
You wifl bef pleased to bear tfiut Lady Greys true 
and faithftii aifection for Lady Mar^ Gregory has- 
shew-n itself, by her takihg her orphati- daughter- 
into her house. ' She teftioves thither- next* Week. 
Lady Bell grows more and more amiable Everyday, 

. ' - :ij.-, .; f , and 
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and we are dow quite on the footing you would wish 
us to be. 

The Abp. has had another pretty little fit of the 
gout in the nght hand, which prevented his christ- 
ening Ptince Edward; he is however well again, 
thank God. My mother is in perfect health and 
spirits, and rejoicing your time of coming to town 
draws so near. When may we expect you ? Do 
give us a few dajs^ indeed as many as you can, 
pray do, and you shall have any apartment you 
please. I will not tell jou one bit how the world 
goes on; come and learn for yourself. I am sure 
your health will mend on removing out of the sea 
air. Whether you can call on us by the way or 
not, do come to town soon. 



Miss TALBOT to Mas. GARTER. 

Drc. 30, 17*7. 

We rejoice, dear Miss Carter, you are 
better; it is a sigp it is not the rheumatism, or this 
bitter w:€ather would not mend it. Bitter indeed — 
but I believe it was very needful for the ^artk 
Foor houKk99 zvretches^ as Lear says, what will 
become of them? I fear you too will have a deep 

spow 
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snow to travel in. We are sincerely thankful to 
you, for your change of scheme in oiir favour. I 
am peculiarly so just now, as the snow has brought 
back all my aches and pains. I intended more, 
but have been prevented, so adieu till we meet; 
that wUl do me more good than any thing else. 



Mrss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Lambeth, May 31, 176S. , 

Do ydu forgive me, dear Mrs. Carter, 
for talking so uncomfortably to you as I did on 
Saturday, instead of thanking you for a whole 
winter's kindness ? But it hyrt me to part with you, 
and yet now I am glad you did not stay. I have 
taken airings in the coach these two days, and they 
have done very well : it is so fine I think of goitig 
out in the chair by and by. 

June 7 • 
On Thursday we plucked up courage enough to 
go to Salt Hill, we came back on Saturday. Tte 
air delightful, the garden-house and landlady charm- 
ing; but Dr. Stinton was the only peison in comr 
pany who had any spirits, and very usdUl he ^vas, 
VOL. HI. M Ob 



Oh tfte vvhcrfe I am glad we vrent, mid was most 
lioartiiy glad to come home again, for the effort 
was too louch for my weak spirits. I think^ inf 
some respects, the Abp. i«i better ; bet still he is^ 
poorly. It grieved me much, I had not courage 
or spidtsk to vei^ure into- a po&t-ebai<»e, while we 
were at Salt Hill, as far as Hitchatn,. but indeed I 
was not eq,ual to it, and while /Aey attempted a». 
airing I stayed quietly sauntering ia the itm g^den^ 
with Mrs. Govera fol* a chaperon. 

This day I finish Pharafaend^: is Mts.^ Sutton 
still in towji,. that I ma^y return it to her ? if not^ 
when you write, pray return my thanks for the 
apoitaeiiient it has afibrded me. This day also I^ 
begin Mrs. Montagu's " Chevaliers de MaltheV* 1 
rejoice to hear «) gpod an account of her. 

• 

June 81 
I have been tr«ing aJI maoner of ejicr^isc in- the 
g^*d^ this morning, carried in a sedan, wheeled in 
a chak, which gives one much thct sa^ie Exercise nsr 
ft cart, and the voiture I like best of all, walking oa 
my two legs. The garden is sweet and gay, the 
whole border of tiie serpentine canal is filled wkb 
single piak«> red and white, which perfmne the ait . 
ami look sweet and soft beyond imagination. 

You will have seen by the papers, I suppose^ 
that Wilkes is sentenced to lOOOl fiue^ twenty-tvi'Oi 
- 7 months 
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feortths itnprisonmmt, and to find security for his 
good behaviour for seven years, and all again iS 
quiet 



Mrs. carter to Miss TALBOT. 

'■ * I^i^ June t4, 1768 ^ 

It grieved and disappointed me, my dear- 
Miss Talbot, to find you so little the better for 
your excursion : thank God the Abp. has benefited 
rather more. Do pray ask Dr. Ford if you may 
b'y tar-water ; I have a great opinion of it, and a 
dinali quantity I should think could not hurt yOu> 
even if it did you no good. 

Mrs. Sutton * is not in town, but there is always 
somebody in the house, so you may send Pharamond 
whenever you pleiase. I hope you find great amuse- 
ment in the Chevaliers de Malthe. If you could 
not summon up spirit enough to go to Hitcham, 
why <lid not you at least send for some of the 
inhabitants to Salt Hill. — It would have been an 
opportunity of making two very good people v€;ry 

♦ Miss Isabella Sutton to whom ^eome of Mrs. Cartcr'l, 
Poems were addressed. 

M 2 happy; 
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h^ppy: to Mrs. Scott I inow it woutd have been 
quite a festival: 

I suppose London will be in full crowd this 
summer, as the King of Denmark I hear is cer- 
tainly to come to England. He is, it seems, a 
tery singukr young man, and determined to do 
something to make himself talked of. It is to be 
hoped he wiH not take it into his head to set fire to 
the tower of London. By what I have heard of 
his.charaxrter, J fear it affords no very comfortable 
prospects for our poor Princess. My best respects 
to Mrs. Talbot and the Abp., and pray let me 
know that you arc all going on better and in a 
more comfortable way. 



Mes* carter to Miss TALBOT- 

Deaf, Juy 9, 176s. 

Many thanks, dear Miss Talbot, for the 
trouble you have had in getting the poor ghl inl<y 
St. George's Hospital ; she shall be sent up imme- 
diately. Now, having thanked you for what you 
have done, I am going to quarrel with you for 
what you have left undone —not one word do|yott 

suy 
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say about thfe Abp. or yourself, and yet you well 
know-how anxious I am about you both. I have 
thought too of Mrs. Talbot 'in all these teirible 
accounts of thunder and lightening. We had 
nothing but Some harmless lightening here that 
evening; but there was one circumstance pretty 
remarkable — between seven and eight o'cl(>ck, after 
a cool day, there was a sudden heat, I think beyond 
any I ever felt in the open air : I was thien walking 
qi\ the sea-shore with Lady Holdernesse,- and we 
were both in an instant gasping for breath : for the 
oppression is not to be, described. When I came 
home I found several people who had been affected 
in the same way. — It did not last above a quarter 
of an hour. 

I have not met with ^^ Lis^ht Summer Readinar- 
for the Ladies." Indeed it would be {) pure perte 
to 45pend my tipie in reading novels here ; for most 
of them are so •perfectly like the gossiping among 
the Misses in a country town, that it is only making 
n few visits, and one may have it all original and 
fresh. I owed your Light Summer Reading a spite, 
.for your- preferring it to my K^ights of Malta. 
Indeed I never will give up the p j'int, that the nine 
geniuses of the nine Miss Mmifies*, however 

clubbed 

,* Nine sisters, who about that time wrote several novels 
ivintly, which were iheu reckoned ingenious, but which have 

^iiico 
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qlubbed and compounded, can ever arrive at the 
amusement of one Vert6t. Mrs. Douglas is finely 
recovered, and gone with my father to Woodchurch. 
In the mean time my aunt and I are as dull and 
quiet as heart can wish: excepting some small 
interruption from a bawling cook and swearing 
^otipan ; and though they content themselves with 
bawHng and swearing at each other, 1 am by no 
inean3 edified by tlie echo, — I thank my stars we 
are soon to be quit of them. What a strange 
difference there is in the natural dispositions of 
human creatures, and with what a happy obstinacy 
do some minds repel the influence of external 
circumstances; our other servant, till she can(ief 
here, lived in a tavern, and she is quiet, decent, 
modest, and gentle to the highest degree, 

I am writing by owl light, and shall put out 
your eyes and my own, but as this is one of the 
most summer-like evenings we have had, I was 
willing to enjoy as long as possible the sitting 
without candles. 

since been so excelled by the mnny adniirable performances of 
that kind as to be no longer known. Vertot was the author 
of the " Hist, des Chevaliers de Malthe," as well i^s of many 
other inuch esteemed historical works. 



Ml&& 
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Mfss TALBOT t^ Mrs. CARTER. 

liimibeth, Jufy 25> 1768. 

T«E Archbishop bids me say only that 
tie has no new pliysician, that his old ones say he 
is not worse, that lie -does not thinjk himself mate- 
rially so; that I have been waUiing a great deal in 
the garden to-day, and that I am always and at all 
times jour's, &c. 



Mas. CARTER to Miss TALBOT. 

Wraghaai, Juh/ 26, 1769* 

Iam extremely obliged to the Abp. for 
commissioning you to write those few words, my 
dear Miss Talbot, which reached me so seasonably, 
for I had jpst before heard from a person just 
arrived from town, that his Grace was extremely 
ill. By comparing the circumstances of this account 
with the last intelligence I had received from you, 
I found good reasoa to hope it was not true, but 

yet 
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yet I felt uncomfortable, and was anxious for a • 
moi'e certain contradiction, when your Letter ar- 
rived and made me quite happy. 

I had great hopes from three successive fine days, 
that th^ weather was growing more favourable for 
us invalids. But yesterday it returned as bad as 
ever, 

I came here on Sunday afternoon to spend a few 
days with Mrs. Cosnan*; it is a delightful place, 
but my head will not allow me the enjoyment of 
it. I long much to hear how you are, so pray 
write speedily. 

Since I wrote the above, a gentleman called here 
and mentioned his having read in Sunday night s 
paper that his Grace was attended by four physi- 
cians ; I f^l greatly alariped ^bout; H ; a line to 
relieve me, pray. 

♦ The Bcthiay to whoip one of Mrs. Carter's Poems wa« 
addressed ; daughter to Sir Tho. D'Aeth, bart. and wife, first 
.pf Herbert Paliner, esq, and then of hU CoU Cpsnan^ 



Mlfi3 



3«0 
Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

liambeth^ Aug. 3, 17S&» 

In so great a calatiiity it will somewhat 
comfort you to hear that my poor mother and I 
;axe well, composted, apd resigned. 

Adieiu 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

l^mbcth, Aug. ^f 1769m 

FoEGiV£, dear Mrs. Carter, the distress 
I gave you. — I meant you should have had .a Letter 
the post before, and in my distress of mind forgot 
it Circumstances of the greatest distress have 
been mixed with our heavy affliction, and I more 
than ever see cause for thankfulness to an over- 
ruling Providence* God be thanked our minds 
axe supported in comfort, and Qur healths wonder* 
fully preserved. 

Your kindness is great and most acceptable — do 
come and assbt us; but do not hurry yourself. 

Come 
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Come at ycAxv leisure aiid convenience any time 
next week, not sooner however than Thursday. 
Dr. D. Burton stays with us till Wednesday*. 
My cousin William, a most useful friend, some 
time longer. Sweet good Mr. Ford will be with us 
as much as possible. Dr. Berkeley has been 
fetched away, else he would not have left us ; I am 
glad he has for his own sakej he was so very deeply 
affected. Your coming will be a balm and cordial 
to my mother's spirits and mine, and you will 
greatly help us in many businesses that must 
come on. 

I find a sealed Letter f , which I want to deliver 
into your own hands. Dear kind friend adieu. — 
I hope you have not been too much hurt. I avoid 
the affecting subject of my heart, yet my head 
fails in writing even this. Adieu, and a good 
Journey. 

• He was one of the Archbishop's executors* 
t Of this Letter no vesdge remained among Mrs. CarterlK 
papers, and its contents are not known. 



Miss 
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Miss TALBOT to Mrs- CARTER, 

Chart, Oct. 7, 176S. 

Wheri; are you? Dear Mrs. Carter. 
God be thanked we are safe here in this pretty 
place with three quiet good fi'iends who are much 
your's. We got out yesterday soon after twelve. 
— We left poor Ford in a cold-fingered state, and 
poor Mrs. Frost very sorry, and ali the good foto 
of the house clustered about the door, it was gnevous 
to see them. We did not get here till past five, so 
long did vAy poor good uncle w^ait for his dinnen 
All this day has been quite tranquil. A thousand 
times ten thousand thanks, my dear friend, for all 
your kindness to us ; for the present adieu. I slept 
quite well. 



Miss TAUBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Chart, Oct l6, 17^. 

About once ft vreek I mean, if I caa 
foirtrif« it, to let ypu Ifmn how we go on, I have 

written 



ivritten above twenty Letters since I have been 
here, and I do not foresee they are likely to de- 
crease. Yet I long to have leisure for quiet con- 
templation and a~bundant reading. One must use 
exercise too, and unfavourable as the weather is I 
have been tempted to walk. I am much less lame 
than I was, and with my stick cjin go up and down 
the pretty hilly wood walks here very cleverly. I 
am now so well acquamted with the coach-road to 
Dorking that I take pleasure in a drive. In my. 
present cowardly state of spirits the first trial of 
any airing costs me dear, but I am rewarded coining 
back which is always pleasant. To our great 
vexation we have not yet been allowed to go to 
church. I thank God my mother's spirits begin to 
m^nd ; and Mr. Cornwall's quietly chearful spirits, 
and liis very obliging attentions, aqd saying little 
lively natural things on purpose to divert her, have 
had their effect I like bim more and more every 
day. 

You win be glad to hear that we found them herrf 
reading Mosheim. They are in the second volume, 
which we read in the evenings ; arid I have got the 
first in my room here studying it with great pleasure. 
There is a good little physician who lives at Dorking, 
who makes an agreeable addition to our society. — • 
He is an, old man with as much appearance of 
humanity and sweetness of temper as I ever saw^ 

an4 
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^d'possessif^ a great deal of knowledge ; his name 
is Smith. 

From Mr. Frost I hear that he has found (O, 
careless wretches Dr. D. B. and I were ! in an 
open cupboard) the long looked for parchments 
and papers, in size^bout a foot square. My mind 
is much the lighter for this trouvaille. 

, Oct, 23. 

Poor Mr. Cornwall has got the gout, which came 
on. so violently in his foot jesterday at tea-time, 
that pity for him, joined to inevitable recollections, 
made our evening very dull and melancholy ; and 
James just returned from miserable Lambeth did 
net enliven it: all there at wrongs, the poor cats 
all but starved, the polls are better off. 

Mr. Mylne thinks my mother's house will bef 
ready for us in a month ; they seem to go on well 
there, and I hope we shall feel tolerably comfort- 
able when we get into it ; but the most agreeable 
fought (as I experienced last night when we were 
minuting over all these things) will be, that it 
cannot be long before we ojay expect you to enliven 
^ur solitary days.-— Not t^e less solitary for being 
past, perhaps, one-half of them in the midst of 
more people than one would wish, at least in such 
amaU rooms. Oh^ London! how little do I like 

the 
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fbe tJhdOghts of thee \ Londres '^ qirf ma vA ttrftrev 
et que mon coeur abhorre !" The peace, the sUence^^ 
Ihe bel ozio, the green hills, the harmless ^cks, 
the every thing here in the country id delightftil— * 
but I do not like this country the less, by any 
means, for its having a daily communication with 
that odious town : and Mosheim hafs really conviaced 
me that the desart unsociable system is a very 
wrong and a false one. In the main he seems a 
iery sensible and candid writer-^i^ow and then we 
dSffer, and I grumble over my book. Adieu,' kind 
csompanion and assistant of our meltoch^ iiyeeks. 



Miss TALBOT to Mks. CARTER. 

Chart; Nov. 18, 17SSi 

Who do you think has been to visit u* 
this morning, dear Mrs. Carfer, Lady Grey and 
Lady Bell; there was somewhat so kind in their* 
coming, and they both looked- so heartily pleased* 
with their expedition, tliaf it was a joy to see th^m ? 
they kindly stayed three hours:--^My unclb toofe 
them through his woods, while* my mother- sfrrd f 

H^ent 
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went by a dryer way to meet them at the top o^ 
the hill. Oh, how pleasapt would it be to see you, 
fair mountain nymph, gliding over these green 
ascents. This thought has often occurred to my 
mother, but fdr itiy own sake (begging ^f rs. Corn- 
wall's pstrdon and my ancle's who most sincerely 
wish you here) I am better contented to think of 
seeing you in town, when we shall want you more. 

The day too has been £is kind in its way as la 
belle Marquise. All unclouded sunshine and balmy 
air, and the prettiest little bit of moon to piece out 
their afternoon light,' for we reckon it must be six 
before they reached St. Jameses Square. 

Poor Duke of Newcastle ! we had heard of hia 
iHness before. A melancholy circumstance is, that 
the Duchess was just gone to Bath, and the express 
who went with the arccomitof his seizure, found 
her so ill, that no one durst tell her his message. 
If it should please God, after a happy marriage of 
above fifty years, to take them within a few days of 
each other, she^ will escape* the pain of hearing 
what it must be dreadful to break to her. In such- 
sort of sad scenes sets the glory, the gaiety, the 
happiness of the most distinguished mortal life. 
But I believe they were both really good persons, 
and then the view brightens and leaves oqe's mind 
chearfuU 

Nov. 
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Kac. SO** 



I am fit for nothing to-day, though I have slept 
well; nothing disheartens and grieves me so much 
as a Sunday without going to church — and the 
difficulty of going to churdi-here (only for fear of 
getting cold)' will be the only thing that will give 
me a real comfort in getting from tliis pleasant 
place to odious London. We were one Sunday at 
Dorking church, and though I did not it chill, we 
were laid up the whole week. Last night, after a 
fine dry day, we went to sleep, in fiiU hopes of 
the happiness of venturing again to-day. — ^AU night 
it most wickedly rained, and till past eight this 
morning;, we desponded, my mother fearful for 
mCf I for her. My uncle went by himself, and 
now it is as perversely a very fine day. To be ill 
here is' a thing not to be risqued, but one ;nay^ 
like the fine world, grow so much too cowardly in 
these respects, that it terrifies one. The work- 
men will be ovit of our house on Tuesday* 
Adieu. 



Miss 
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Mrss TALBOT to Mks, OARTEft^ 

' ferdsvehor Street, Dtc, 23, IfSSi 

God be thanfced, hei*e wd bx^; 4ear Mis* 
Carter, drtivdd in safety dt 6Ur pretty rfoirirtiodioUft 
fcheerful dwelling, arid now we want only that yoa 
may have as fine a d£iy for your jouriley as we 
had, arid that it niay be soori;— ^Y^s, tre shall 
Want my kiild uncle and good Mn add Mrs; Coni^ 
wall safe in town before any deep snow. 

I will mi)t ild melancholy lookings back iti thij 
Letter^, May it please God to give Us all a 
hapjjy, though to sortie of us, a very serious Christ* 
tilas; 

Mr. Mylne and good Mi's. Francis have donfe 
Wonders, and all is very clever i^^eed* Aiiknt 
boft voyage; 



vot. m» ^ Uia 
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M^s TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER 

Grosyenor Street, May 30, 17^9« 

Make yaui^sclf easy, dp^ IS^iss Carter, 
as ip as yqu can^ an4 do j;K)t Jlet us at least inteir 
rupt ypur rajoyment of your pkai^nt villa, i^t 
,\vould be hard irvl^pi ^^?*' y^^ iriei;idly visits 
here so added to our comfort in jto^n I ;^ut indeed I 
am better in every reject but me)r.e Ijacoene^s, that 
indeed is worse, and my joumeyij up an^d down stairs 
^p-day have been very tedious. J ^avje .t^ken ejght 
|iirings de sui,te ^nd find thepi xeviying: we are 
^otb ^^pjerately in love with a sw^t village called 
Kilburne, where the air and grass are as fresh and 
^we^t as a thousand miles irotfi London. 

Yoja hear fropi IV^rs. l^ontagu, ^nd J. hope fr.ona 
the amiable Pitts and Dunbars. From Mrs l^I — '^ 
house I learn absolutely nothing, and dear good 
Lady Frances who came here this evening to en- 
•quire after you, says and laments that there is no 
way of hearing of them : through you I hope we 
may, and may it be good 1 



Mrs. 
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Mrs. CAEtER to Miss tALfeOf . 

In all the embarras df uilpackiiig and 
company, I have stole jlway for a few minutes to 
give you the infoniisition you desired, my dear* 
Miss Talbot, of my 4>e!ng safely arrived^ thank dod^ 
at the end of my journey^ I was so happy as to 
find ail my frieflds here tolwably welh 

After so long an absence^ I should think with 
pleasure of settling myself tjuietly at home, if hiy 
mind was at ease about the dear frieiids from *hom t 
have parted. But this, alas! is by no means thc^ 
case. The leaving you so very far from Well | the 
receiving, upon the whole, such very uncomfort- 
able accounts of Mrs. Montagu^ and thd preseiH 
melancholy situation of the t^itt and Duiibar 
families, sink my spirits and damp dl the pleasure 
I should otherwise feel at my return to a situatioa 
for which I have so many reasons to be thankfuL 
God grant that I may soon hear a better account 
of you all. 

I long to hear that there is something settled 
about your going out of town. Do pray write me 
just as many lines as will tell me how you go on. 
I hope you are not the wor^se for this beautiful 

K 3 rain, 



tain, thathas done so much good to tlie country, t 
beg my afFectiotfafe compliments to Mrs. Talbot, 
a thousand thatiks to you both. Better health, and 
every ottier blessing attend you. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Grosvenor Street, Jtne 20, 1769* 

Next week we propose to move to Rich- 
mlond : hitherto London has been more than toler^ 
able, the airings seldom dusty, and always 
pleasant I am better, though I tliink of lafe 
lamer than ever. How sbHtude will do with ui 
1 know riot ; for even here, w^here onte ^eS iSom6 
one or other every day, w^ have sadly felt th6 
watif of tbc absentees. Do not expect t6 hear from 
inc again till we are at Richmond; we expect t# 
' dine there next Friday, 



Hiss 
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Miss TALBOT to Mrs. GARTER. 

Richmond, Jul/^, 1765."* 

Here we have been, dear ^rs.^^Jarter, 
th^se tea Clays, and I oughit to havie told you so, but 
I was not in 3pirits. I am lamer and lamer ; but 
I am otherwise, thank God, well. With much paijj 
5Lnd fatigus J moved about, till an unlucjiy stumble 
has made all w^aU^ing at presenjt inipractic^bte ; so 
that for two days pasjt I have only been wheeled 
from jny chamber to qiy dressingsroom : and this 
merely from rheumatic spa^Ki^ in my legs. My 
mother is a little oppressed by the heat, but would 
d$e (wipre it not alas, for the up£asineas I unr 
willingly g^ve her) be quite well 

. Weareli^r? m the: plcasantest place, and the 
most eligible fop us at present that one cOnld wish 
for. A very cheerful oonunodious house, with one 
very large and delightful room in it, surrounded 
by a garden, which supplies tis with all the luxurieat; 
9f summer. The a^r ex^el)en^ aUd tibe njsig^ihourr 
hood infinitely agreeable. Lady Grey has left 
\fs every thii^g sl^ could think of to contribute 
|o our comfort or jynusement. - And in i^particularr 
*^^njar jr^ecommendgci ji^. to P'whole neighbonrhoo^aL 

•''..'■ - '" 9f 
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of agreeable people, who accordingly pay us all 
Mssiljle ciyilities. 

•pteiBj my dfear Mi^, Garttei^ is^ aft' inte^ 
|eBti?d' J^etter : B should not? have thoqgbt of tempts 
Jng you f|X)i^ I^lj but* ap^ Mri, J\fx>ntagu kas 
teriiptecl you^ to S(inning> IJHl* you seenj wittiui 
Teach, and Doapnpfe help hoping* to havf? a^ sight; 
of you here, If yau. come thn:>Ugh Hondpn they 
tellipe it cannot* he ahoi;«e two milefe out of youi* 
way to make Richmoi^d in your road* to SunniAg 
HiJHi- We>ha>iB tiro excellent spare rooms,^ so that 
wm niay be very sureof one: and if -you could of 
your bounty giveustwo' or threedays it would be 
noble.; bute evei)[j witb one \te would tiy. to Wcon-* 

li^lnbtaxk'O^i ffe^ft{^ ahdlhoptf 

better^ but unable(to>^alk[?ifK)ro^ than a^ery^ew step^.- 
I anittbCL* awafy thd* rnOrqiiiga very wi^U, ttetwe^ 
feadbigiaqd pafendng Ql>wersj md feer0 are ffetr 
^temociTO h^e not* some- agi*ecaW<r 

company 
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company or other. — A few days ago we had Miss 
Finch and her sister. I long to go to Kew, but 
that, I fear, will not be this^ood while yet 

Am I in the right for trj^ng to amuse away 
those hours, which ^would otherwise be hours of 
heavy and painful recollections ? — ^Alas, I cannot 
help recollecting many, omissions I, was guilty of 
this sad time twelvemopth — many inestimable oj>- 
portunities lost by a needless care of my^ own 
health and spirits : and all these months since what 
have I heevL doing but merely nm'sing ni5^self! 
What improvements have I made from trials, so 
heavy! I cannot even trace out what particular 
fault was to b^ corrected by them. — And what an- 
swerable return have I made for so many blessings 
as have been mingled with them? I live at pcesent 
almost wholly to indulgence. Come, I must leav^ 
oS, or you will be angry with me. 

It will give ^my mother great joy to see yqij^ 
Ijier^fore qome if you can- Let us make her a,ll 
the amends we can for the many uneasy days jshp 
has sufi^red here while I waa i;o piteous. Indeed 
I was almost out of hope; my spirits. quite goqp; 
-r-but, thapk God, all is well: now, Do you cojr- 
irespomd with, swget Mrs. John Pitt? and, how are 
t^y all? Now, had I not better (it is after sup- 
pey) bp r^^ding ^11 Fernior. to my mpther,;^^ l^ian 

§0 mMnsi^ qt^t to jfou^ , » .. . 

' , ^ Mrs, 
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Irfiis, CARTE|{, TO Urn TAll^pOT, 

Hill Strict, Jvpst 9, 176g. 

There Is something so seducing, dear 
^is5 Talbot, in writing to you by the Penny-Post 
^at I canno^ resist it Not that I think you wbul4 
be milder any great solicitude about my getting 
home Quietly last night in spite of the bad cha- 
f acter of the roads ; for I reached London in such 
good tinie, that if' I had been robbed I might 
tiave sued the county.-^l^erhaps yoy will think it 
would have been worth while to have been robbed, 
^r the satisfaction of suing the county of Mid-* 
filesex. 

I called at Mrs. A. Pitf s, she was not at home, 
find delivered Sir J. Yorke's Letter to Miss Fmch, 
with the condition annexed, of her returning it 
herself, 

I sat out on my city expedition this morning, 
where I met with an adventure,' which, I believe, 
you will think much more formidable than all th^ 
terrors of the'Richftftind road. J was to oall on a 
pei^on in my way, to accompany nie to thf South 
^a JJouse ; and my nearest rput^ ym through 
}^?V§^t?' P? fp^$' up Snoir-H® • I cibserved ^ 
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pfietty mapy people ^^mbkd, but cUd-upt miieb 
regard tbem, tiU^ as I advanced, J found tiii^ i:rawd 
thicken^ and by the time I was got into the noddst 
of them I heard the dreadful toll of 3t. Sepulchre'? 
bell, and found I was attending an execution. A?^ 
I do not very well undeutand the geography of 
Newgate, I thought jf 1 could push through the 
postern I should find tlij^ coast clear on the other 
side, but to my utter dismay I found myself in a 
still greater mob than before, and very little able to 
make my way through them. Only think of me 
in the midst of such heat and suffocation, with the 
danger of having my arms broj^e, to say nothing of 
the company by which I was surrounded, with near 
100/. in my pocket In this exigency I applied to 
one of the crowd for. assistance, and while he was 
hesitating, another man, who saw my difficulty, 
very good-n^tui;edly said to me, " tx)me, n)adam, I 
will do my best to get you along*" . To tWs volun- 
teer in my service, who was tolerably, creditable 
and dean, considering the corps t^ which he be^ 
longed, I most cordially gave my hand ; and witi><' 
out any swearing, or bawling, or bustle whatever, 
by mere gentle persevering dex^rity, he conducted 
me^ I ^ok God, very «aiyy through. . You will 
imagine that I expressed a sufficient degree of gra^ 
^tude to my cQnd^ctor, which^ I did in the best 
^pgua^e I could ^nd; a circumstance which is 

n^ver 



ikhref thrown iwiy tipton tte conitnoi> people, em 
fon wili acknowledge from the speech' which he 
Aiade nfiie in return. — ** That all he hdd dooe was 
du6 to my person, arid all he could do was due tx> 
Etjy merit." This high strain of complimental ora- 
tor}^ is really no embellishment of my stoi7; but 
BWrally what my hen> ^d Wltat a figure he 
W^ld ha/ve m^e in the days of chivalry ! In the 
feictet of all my perplexities, I could not help re- 
marklrtg a singular circumstance in the discourse of 
ti^ mob, in speaking of the unhappy criminal, that 
he was to die to-day ; and I scarcely onee heard the 
expression of his being to be hanged. To trace 
Ihe caus6 of thist^ delicacy,-* is a good problem* ior 
tiie investigators of human tnaturte. 

As I thought thig histdryiof jny dt^ adventures 
^oitld iartiufie Mrs. Talbot and youy I ou^ito pre* 
vent any kind confcera ydu might feel J&roiButhe ap- 
prehensioii of its havings hurt me; whichil do not 
think it had. I w^ immodorateiy heated at first 
getting out of the Qfowd, bn^itsoamweotoff, and 
except being extirawiely'tiredl, I am^a^ut is well as 
usual to-night| thongl^' not- "equal to. any m^ne ad* 
vehtures; • I bear bat ati, indiffeuenft «tccoi|nt'i>f- the 
poor ycftmg Duch^sarofj-fie^aufort, the/ibruiBes ?till 
continue very bad! The liady FiiKhe5:.are incon^ 

Bolablefor their fether;- j ^4nUr,K y • ^ 

''•-''' ' ••^. - . wj «i , Lkut U*4j:i i -a*-*' /* ■♦ 

IVIrs. 
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M^s. CARTER T0 Miss TALBOT. 

. . Sunning Hill, Aug. l6, 1769, 

I HOPE you received a Letter from me, 
dear Miss' T^ljiot, which I wrote hddte I left 
London, otherwise you will wonder what is become 
of me. 1 defen-ed writing to you till I could teH 
you how the waters agree with us; Mrs. Montagu 
is, upon the whole, I think, better; an accoUnC 
'which she received of her nephew not being quite 
well, has hutried her down to Sandleford fora feiv 
days; butit was thought most advisable I should 
i*em€OTi Here drinking the waters, of which I cad 
only say they do not disagree with me, though I 
am not yet arrived at drinking a full dose. Hfere 1 
am straggling about by* myself over these lone 
commons very like a solitary goose. We are lodged 
ip a house which was lately a* baronet^s scat, so it 
)s very sjiacious, and bas^^ a good garden, partly 
laid out ill wood walks; SLq: which are pretty 
though not extensive^ At pre^nt'we' are the only 
lodgers, tut the largeness of the house, if it was 
full, would be as inconvenient and as noisy as ari 
inn, Th* breakfa$tirtg-room is in the garden, but 
'^ as 
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as it is filled only one day in the week this is no 
great grievance. The spring is about half a mile 
from us, and I rise early and walk there, and am 
back about iliib time Mrs. M. is stirring, abd then 
accompany hen 

I am extremely pleased with all I have seen of 
this country, tljiough whether before I leave it I 
may not- wi$h for the sight of cornfields is not 
(:lear. We dined on Monday at IVIrs. Dunbar's, 
imd it gave mc great pleasure tp find it so sweet a 
place J it ginswers the idea of a ferme o.rn^ more 
exactly ti\m ai^y thing I ever saw, and has an air 
of tranquillity and cheerfulness which makes it 
appear like the abode of virtue and contentment, 
and is perfectly adapted to the mind pf. it^ $wee}; 
inistress. Jt is about three miles fvQva henpe. ]\f r. 
J, JPitt's^bout half a mile. Tliq family is expectecj 
there next week^ J wish the first d^ys of dear 
Mrs. Pitt's return to Sunning Hill and to Arlington 
Street were over^. for they must awaken ipany a 
painful rem^mhrange. We met Lady Primrose at 
Mrs. Dunbar's, but we haye ^not yet sqen L^dy F. 
Coningesby, though I hopp m% shall go to lian^ey, 
as soon as Mrs. M, returns. W^ dine4 one day at 
Mr. Wilmot's. at Faroborough, about ten mile& 
from Sunning, and I dare say you w;iU ^Jjink us 
vjBry intrepid heroines to travel ov^r B^shot Heath 
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hy ihcybti-iight, but our valour was riot signalized 
by any adventures. 

I think there are not above a dozeA watef- 
(Irinkers : we are riiighty quiet and rural except of 
at Monday, wheii a public breakfast and fiddles 
collect all the misses round the country. 

By the last accounts I had of good Mr. Penii he 
was thought to be mending, and his ptiysicians had 
Strong hopes of his te(^overy, but he feels nothing 
like it himself. He is perfectly sensible, composed, 
and resigned. Neither his head nor his limbs were 
uffettedj only his side. The poor young Duchess 
of Beaufort is not yet pronounced out of danger ^ 
her being in a wretched, inconvenient, uncomfort- 
able inn is an additional circupistance of distress. 
I long to know how you go on, and whether you 
have gained any ground since I left you. Pray 
send a line soon. 



Miss TALBOT to Mrs. CARTER. 

Richmond^ Aug. 21, 176p. 

i OUGHT indeed, my dear Mrs, Carter, 
have answered jou sooner, for I have received 

both 



hoth your excellent Letters, but indeed t halve not 
been well enough, nor in spirits ever since you waa 
here. Do not be urieasy about me, I shall scram- 
ble through it. You may be sure I am the lower 
Just now, on account of poor sweet Lady Mar- 
garet ; but her sufferings, and all our anxieties about 
ber, we for ever at an end. 

P^ay do convey to Mr. Penn's family the excel- 
ki;M:ies of strong sage-tea, and sage-wine, drank in 
quantities. 

I did not know till this morning ojf Mr. Dunbar's 
great acquisition. — ^I hppe it will not njake them 
»nhappy by drawing them into Ireland and a life 
of ostentation, but th^ they will live on in their 
own quiet' way, and do gpod with the surplus. 
We rejoice trmly in Mrs|. Montagu's amendment, 
iBnd hope soon to hear of your's. Adieu, Mm 
JefFeries is coming, and I must endeavour to get d 
nap first I continue my airings, and hope they do 
me good. , . 



Miss 



Miss TALBOT tp Mrs. CARTER* 

o * • ' ' ■ ■ * 

Richmond, Sept, 9^ 1769^ 

Do not imagine, dear Mrs. Carter, that 
I will treat you with any very good account of my 
health, till you send me a better of Mrs, Montagu's. 
However, by way of encouragement I will tdl 
you, my fever, which has been pretty brisk, seems 
to be quite subdued. I see Dr. Ford every day, 
Jook well, and have never lain in bed past twelve, 
and but once so long, and find amusement enough 
to fill up the day pretty well. We coirtd not have 
been in so clever a place as this is, circumstanced 
as we are, this summer. Has Mrs* Montagu been 
in town for better advice? There is Addington 
famous, I know. Then there is Warren and Ruck, 
good by hear-say. — But, perhaps, by this time she 
may be well enough to have prescribed herself a 
trip to the Jubilee. — Would she were well enough 
4o be able !. I would trust her for being wi^e fenpb^ 
to let it alotie. But indeed she should be cautioned 
at present not to exert her fine spirits as she doeS. 
She should sit stupid and dozing half the day, and 
"play with baby-houses as I do. Yet with all. nw 
endeavours tp be stupidly quiet, I was half demO 
2 lished 



lished last Post-day by a paquet of Lettert- mf 
mind bad run up and down, through teii thousand 
varieties of ideas and places, till before I had half 
read tfiem throiigb, I was tired is a ploughman at 
sunset, and forced to lay them by for two hours, 
and try to compose myself. Then I ventured to 
take up Emin's (now you jump) general Letter of 
eight folio pages to all his noble friends, just ar- 
rived to Dr. Dumaresque *, to whom it was en?- 
closed, and from him to me, to cifbulate first to 
the Duke of Northumberland; but it was dated 
alas, so long ago as June 22, 1 767 ; he was then 
on the rock of Gulistan, in Armenia, free and welly 
but very poor.. It contains a history of four years, 
difficult te understand, because it treats of petty 
tyrants and clans and places that we know little of, 
but highly interesting, and tallying exactly with 
those Armenian Letters to him, of which I have 
got translations. He supports through all his dif- 
ficulties his heroic and Christian character: and 
there is one instance of the highest bravery and 
truest gallantry that >vill delight you, and I hope, 
tnake eveni/our strictness forgive impromptu visioq^- 
which could alone have saved above two thousand 
ladies from destruction. 

• Dr. Dumaresque did not die till tfec year 1806, in tli^ 
95tb year of his age. 

Isen« 
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• I sei^ by a safe hapd, :4eer good Mib, J; Pitted 
i^lcome onier. to Mrs. , Bruce. My love to her 
and her juigel sister, and c^bove all to Mrs. Mon- 



Mm. C4RT^R to Miss TALBOT. 

. ' ' pg^i^ Oct. % 1769. 

V ' . < 1 AM. s6 impatieGit to kaow how you do^ 
doar K&$ Talbot, that I should not have deferred 
inrilting a' sijt^le Foi^t, if my hand would have al« 
lowed 8ie: to-day it is the better for-qiy losing a 
titde bloody which relieved me immediately. My 
journey w^ I ihank God, very safe, and as {dea« 
sant as sunidlmie could make it I got to Tunstal * 
by dinner, and found my nephews in a course of 
baric, but upon the whole tolerably well, tumbling 
on the flopr with their several stuijUes before them ; 
the youngest, Montagu, with a book in one hand 
and hugging and stroking a purring Jdtten with the 
other^ which is a great favourite with him, and I 
believe would be sO with you if it fell in your way/ 

* A village in Kent, near Sittingbourne, of which her bn^ 
ther-in-law Dr. Penningloii was rector. 

VOL. III. O J Stayed 



1 staycd'6riy aniidui' «X;*ttWbttry, ealtU^ 0r» 
Bcrkdiy, iftet Mr. Ford, -antf *aa t^cfe«d to Mt 
they leave Caritetbuiy ttkfay for Rich<ii6fid. Mrt* 
Ford, I hope, will not be a mere bird of passaigtt 
I had the happiness of finding all my friends here 
well, except Mrs. Underdown, who has, a, weak- 
ness in her limbs, the remains of an attack of gout 
or rheumatism j woul^ to God your*s was no worse. 
My broflier and siste^ are raakiiig a tbur through 
several parts of England, and at Southampton met 
with a lady, of whom they heard a very cxtraordi- 
niu^ account She is About ei^ftem^ <and very 
beautiful : ^o fent they saMr^ But thei wodidericd: 
part ef the story is^ thiA she ha^ idMady mSoktv 
two plays, two novebj two sermons, add ^e^Ml' 
poems ; she is at present engaged in» ^tiog a^km^ 
ments on the Revelations, on which ^subject dhe w 
corresjJbn(Kng witii a dignitary of tta^<Auneh. She 
was brought up in a convent^ itseefafe, soi^e muttt 
have a strong impulse of genius, as I believe no- 
thing moi^ effectually fritters away all the poweirs 
df the undeifstartding than that &ind of education. 
' Mrs. Montagu is very anxious to khow bow yotf 
do : I hojie before I write to her to have a better 
account to send Her, and do pray let me know if you 
acquire any degree of flesh, for nothing in your ill- 
ness so terrifies and dispirits me as your being so ex- 
ticmely^thin. I wish you would talk to Dr. Ford 
• . * particu- 



particularly about your side : I have been alarming 
myself ever since Lleft you, that the dischargie may 
betoo|rlat "<lod!direc!t«ll13dtfie:Bet3 .^': 



-i; :;. .0 [ i"\<j.iw r-\ .^ . :• ;.':./ -rr:; Ten.* 

- -^'' ' ' Yondryz rti6, dear fridnd, foi" not writinj| 
fefdre, 1 afti re^ojced that you ^ found relief froui 
oiccamg^'' Tliese last two days have not your Wnes 
acfced r I am sure mine have. However I have 
tfiHce got cfcw A stairs on the straps very easily, and 
ain going again into the great room. Indeed I thank 
God X am mending. I continue my passion for 
minced partridge^ and wish, without writing, I 
could thank Mrs. Montagu for her kind and wel- 
come supply ; at present we are well stocked. The 
symptom that alarmed you is gradually lessening, so 
1 hope to look as jolly by Christmas as your lady- 
ship. Your nephews, and their books, and their 
kittens, are quite a picture. Adieu, ma uks ch^re. 



m 8 .Dii. 
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Dr. BERKELEY* ToMksJJCARTEB^ ^ 

Richmond, Od. 24, 17^. 

most unwelcome news- My wife and 1 came hi- 
thet Iast"Mohrfay, where we have had tlie grief to 
^ce our dear amd excellent friend ,dailyj declining ; 
ghehas'iept her bed ever . sjnce Thursday. . Brs? 
Warren arid t'ora afford not the least bope^^and it is 
not sifpposed that her' severe trial cai:\ laS|t i^)pye a 
day or two. On Saturday raorniijg. sh^ sent for 
nie at six : whien after much cheerful conversation, 
on her nearly approaching, change^ slie desired m^ 
to write Letters from her mouth to a few intimates. 
r--Ybu/ padam, beiri^ included in that number. 
When I was ready, ' she changed her mind, Vesolv- 
ing to postpone the business. Hfiis morning in 
ai|0tlier conversation sl^e named it again, but added 
that she could not now sufficiently attend to such 
matters:' She is Very much weaker to-day; she 

>;,.. ^'iJ; '.\ •' •"'•; * ^* ■ ; ' *■ 

* A very good and amiable man, Prebendary of Canterbury, 
and son to the well known Bishop of Cloyne. This, and Miss 
Jeffcries's Letters arc inserted as conveying an interebting ac- 
count of Miss Talbot's last hours. 

' - ' * takes 
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takes opiate3 at night. Mrs. Q. Berkeley will, cer- 
tainly not leave .her, and Mr. Wi Ts^^bot of Chart 
is bqre, as is Mr,* Ford. Poor Mrs. Talbot seems 
wore composed than you could have expected. My 
wife mingles her te^rs wjth y bur's on, this doleful 
occasion, as does dear Mad^m, &c, ' • ; ' 






Miss JEFFREYS TO Mrs. CARTER. ; 

RichmoiKl, Ocf. 26, 171^^ 

r- ■ ' ,* 

. 2^4 AD AM, 

Miss Talbgt on Tuesday last called me 
to her bed-side, and said to me* as foUovi^s : — " I 
wish you woulcl write to Mrs. Carter, I should be 
happy for some faithful friend to tell I have been 
ill and confined to my bed for some days j she will 
wonder she has not heard fromi me and be uneasy: 
tell her. in a few Post's I hopeyto write to her my- 
self :" — those were her words; but far from being her 
thoughts. After this conversation Dr. Berkeley told 
me he had wrote, which was the reason I deferred it 
^ill this Post. ' On Sunday last I vi'as'\yith her half 
|n hour, her d^ath w?\s then daily expected ; her 

"' resignati:on 



resignation and patience through all her sufferings 
you are well acquainted with; it. exceeds all de- 
scription ; cheerfulness does not express her coun- 
tenance or manner (I mean on Sunday last) ttiere 
was a joy I never shall forget, and founded, lam 
certain, on the very few hours she hoped to remala 
here ; and she told me she had that feel within her, 
that spoke her happiness near. Since that time 
she has mended daily ; her lameness is better, she 
Suffers little pain, gpts a great deal of sleep in the 
day, and by the help of opium Has tolerable nights ; 
but, I am 5Qrry to sgy, there is not the least hope 
of her recov^, and yet I fear she may last weeks 
in her present state. I think her countenance has 
lost of its serenity, nor do I believe she feels so 
happy : she hiad made up her mind, and is sorry 
to return to this world again. I never was ac- 
quainted with Miss Talbot till this summer, but 
she has made such an impression on me that I 
shall never forget, and shall for ever revere her 
memory. I am thankful I have known her, and 
have sometimes hopes 1 may be the better all 
my life for some conversations passed in this last 
illness. 

Mrs. Talbot is pure well, and really bears up 
sur-prizingly, and seeing her in^ that state is a great 
comfort to our sweet friend. — I was the person 

tba't 



tfttt to0k iQouF^ge ond t^lcl Mrs-Tjalhot l^st week 
^ Ktt4e.hq)e there was of Miss Talbpt's reco 
very .^— She was as much astonished and thunder- 
struck as if she had thought her daughter in per- 
fect health ; but I really looked on it aS cruelty to 
deceive her when the fatal blow appeared so near. 
Dr. and Mrs. Berkeley are with them, and it is 
impossible to shew more friendship and kind atten^^ 
tioQ t^an they do. 



Diu BERKELEY to Mrs. CARTER; 

. BicbiA90d, Oct. 28, Ij^^P, 
DEAR MADAM, 

Dr, Ford has just left cmr dear awffbft 
ing friend, in whom the last thyefe days have.pji)- 
duced a most unexpected amendment--^tq .jiw, 
however, I will in confidence confess that her 
disorder is a cancer: this I did not ^know'when 
I wrote last; and as the physicians declaie it 
^* absolutely incurable." I now more than ever 
pity poor Mrs, Talbot: she is not entrusted with 
this dismal secret, which has been safely kept for 
yearly three years fron^ all persons except the 
I Abp., 
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Abp., the medical people, and Covers*- My 
wife sasids her best compliments to jqa, and I am; 
&c. • 



Mm. JEFFEEYS jo Mm. CARTER. • 

Richmond, Nov.'S, 1769- ' 

Mrs. Jeffreys presents her compliments 
to Mrs. Carter, and has the pleasure tbinform her 
Miss Talbot continues to mend daily ; she is now 
taken up, and sits in the dressing-room three or 
four hours every day. Notwithstanding this amend- 
ment Miss Talbot's friends (she fears) have no 
grounds to flatter themselves wittu as there can be 
no possibility of a recovery. They talk of remov- 
ber to town in a chair, but at present it appears 
very impracticable. She suffers very little pain, 
and talks very cheerfully to her friends. 

* Mis. Carkf also had lo^g been acquainted with it. 



Mrs. 



Richmond, Nov. 8, 1^69. 

t , ■ ■ '. \ . 

DEAR SfADAM, • 

Miss Talbot has continued mending 
every day since I wrote last ; she has for 3ome 
days past been in the dressing-room from one till 
eight o'clock, and eats meat, partridge I mean. 
Oh Sunday last she saw a number of people, I 
was with her the whole afternoon, and do not re- 
member ever to. have seen her in better spirits, nor 
was. she fatigued when she went to-bed, but had a 
very good night. 

But what will most surprize you is, that yesterr- 
day Dr. Ford canne down and earned her to tpwn, 
and I had lust night the pleasure to hear she bore her 
jourpey extremely well, and wjis ih very good spirits* 
All this sounds well, Hut'I fear has ^ no stability. 
Dr. Ford said on Friday, that from present ap- 
pearances he thought she might last ab5ut |six 
weeks V in my own opinion she may last as many 
months, and yet was I to hear this day she was 
departed it would not surprize me. She has cer- 
tainly gathered great strength this last week; her 
life hangs on the finest thread, and God only knows 
when that will break. 

Mrs. 
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IMSAR MADAM, 

I YESTXRDAY went ttf towfi on purpose 
to. see Aliss Talbot^ and her aiAendment in boks^ 
and every. other respect, astonished me. I told 
her I should write to you to-day ; she desired me 
to say how much obliged she was for all your kind 
attentions to her ; that she depends on seeing you 
in town at your udual time/ and should anything 
happen for her to wish to see you sooner she will 
let you know. 

My last Letter was wrote in such a hurry that 
I did not say half what 1 felt on the occasion 
that had given you so much uneasiness. I was 
the cause of it, and am very sorry for it, but cer- 
tainly acted for the best, but very unlucky it 
proved. 



Miss 
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iiiis TALBOT TO Mrs/ CARTER. 

Grosvenor Street, Nao. 12, 1769. 

^My dekr kind Mrs/ Cairteir, you must 
^ti6t fcotiie to town till Jyour usual time. God' be 
^J)tai5ed'I am got^safe hither, and sl6wly itieAding 
every day. At present Mrs. Berkeley has tlie 
in^nite goodh'ess'to be in the hoUse'^ith us, and 
16 leave' her own fainily till she is ' Ibss essential to 
Die. S^bould ifv^e really want you Sooner I will 
honestly let you know, depend upon it I will*. 
{Want you one does always when one has you not, 
but there is such a tiling as consideration j. 1 think 
we can spare you, indeed I am' sure we can, till 
the first days in January. Thb is a long letter 
for me ; with best thanks adieu. 

♦ The following sentence/ inclosed within brackets, was 
erased in Miss Talbot's LtCter, but mvt so as to be ilkgible; 
and it seems such an anstaace of want of selflbhise^s m that 
weak state, that it wa;i thought proper t^ insert it. 



Mas. 
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Mm. carter to Miss 1>LB0T. 

Deal, Nw. 13, 1769. 

You were extremely kind, nay dear Miss 
Talbot, in giving me comfort of seeing a Letter 
in your own hand, and I am truly thankful to find 
you are returned safely to London : but my spirits 
have been too deeply depressed by the shock th^y 
received from the danger of my losing one of the 
dearest and most distinguished blessings of my 
life, to allow me suddenly to recover any toleraUe 
degree of cheerfulness. I depend on your promise 
of letting me know whenever you wish me Jto 
come to town. It is . a great relief to my mind 
that you have so kind and useful a friend with 
you. I have been greatly obliged to Dr. Berkeley 
and Mrs. Jeffreys for the attention which they 
have been so good as to shew me. I beg you 
will not attempt to write yoursdf till you are better 
able, for I see by the hand tdo plainly, alas, how 
difficult it must have been to you. Mrs. Montagu 
will, I am sure, frequently let me hear how you 
do. God grant she may be able to send me com- 
fortable accounts of you. I must not fatigue you 
with too long a It^etter, ao adieu my dearest Miss 
Talbot. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. carter to Mm. . V£SEY *. 

Clarges Street, Jon. 15, 1770. 

You win be so kindly solicitous about 
me, my nJear Mrs. Vesey, when you see in &e 
papei*s a confirmation of the Reality of my appre-^ 
hensions about biy dear Miss Talbot, thdt I can- 
not forbear writing you sbrhe accounit of myisglf. 
r am tolerably well, an!i iny lipirlts; ^ tKbugh ^ 16 w,' 
lu'e very composed.' * With the deepeirt fefeKki^ of 
of ray own iinspeakableioss^of one of the dearest 
and most invaluable blesshigs o^ bay life, 1 am to 
the bluest degree uiiinlrful to the Bivine goodness 
for removing her fr6m the multiplied and aiggra^ 
vated sufferings, which in a I6nger struggle with 
such a distemper, mu^t probabiy' have been un- 
avoidable. The calm and peacestble sotobw ibf 
tenderness and affection, sweetly alleviated by the 

♦ This Letter has been aireadj printed in the ** Memoin 
of Mrs. Carter,'' but it was thought proper to add it to this 
Soies of Letters, in order to shew the termination of Miss 
Talbot's illness. Perhaps by this time the reader may have^ 
taken so much interest in the fate of this amiable and excellent 
young woman, as not to deem the reprinting of this aiSedting 
account, given by the jrnost intimate of her ffiends, a nebdlcss 
repetition. . ! . 

joy&I 
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joyful assurance of her happiness^ is a delightful 
sendment compared with what I have suffered for 
these last*two o/thtfee morithX 

Two or three days before her death she was 
seized with a sudden hoarseness and cough, which 
sfi^fa^a^ej^^ of\cp\^^ ^ frQm,\y^ch bleed- 
iogr relieved \^^x^; h^p theri^ ^epainf^i^ ^n, ^^r^ssion 
ftotti phtegm whfufb .Y^, .e^r^ely tTq\i]j^\e^pp^e to 
her. Ofl t^e nfptb tJjiS; sjujptpm inpre,a59^, acUd 
^ i^eared l?i%vy ^(1^ s^epy;, wbi;9h. \^a^ attd* 
tw^^d ta^ifi oplfifi^th^oig^ ^fV?;^- t sta^d witl^ 
%r t^ 3];ie iy^ Ifp b^, fvH^ an int;eijtion of jjping 
^ftpwardsiptja ber 1^091^^ ^^H'was toldsh!^ was asleep. 
% w^ SLW^i abpujt n^e, and in less than^ an liour 
%|9^^rMfai4s s^e waked; aud after the ^tri^le of 
ic^urcely a n^ute, i^ pleased God to remove her 
iippjl^eas sop! &qnf. its mortal sufferings to that 
h^v^n for which her Mfihple life had been an uninter- 
Wp^^ P^eparatioiv Nev?r surely was there a more 
pgrf^ P^*^.^^ of ev^wigpliqal, goodness, decorated 
by all the ornaments of a highly improved under- 
standings wd rft?ft^p^lended by ^ sweetness . of 
temper, and an eleg£|nce and politeness of mmiQeii^^ 
of a peculiar and more engaging kind thah in any 
other character I ever knew. 

I am just returned from seeing all that was 

loOrtftl of my angelic frieind depositee! in the earth- 

I do not mean that I went in ceremonvi which, 

4 iiad 
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had it been proper, would have been too strong a 
trial for my spirits, but privately with two other of 
her intimate friends. I felt it would be a comfort 
to me, on that most solemn occasion, to thank 
Almighty God for delivering her from her suffer- 
ings, and to implore his assistance to prepare me 
to follow her. Little, alas! infinitely too little, 
have I yet profited by the blessing of such an ex- 
ample. God grant that her memory, which I hope 
will ever survive in my hearty may produce a hap- 
pier efiect. 

Adieu, my dear friend, God bless you, and con- 
duct us both to that happy assembly, where the 
spirits of the just shall dread no future separation ! 
And may we both remember that awful truth, that 
we can hope to die the death of the righteous only 
by resembling their lives. 
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ADVERTISEMENT; 



In the pacquet which contained 
Mrs, Carter's Letters to Mrs, Vesey, which 
were tetarned to her, in pursuance of that 
Ladjjr's 'direction's, after her decease, \i^as in- 
close^d also th?e following iSTote froni her to 
Mrs. Carter: * * . 

^;.^, ..■• .t , I . V .^ ■ i , Lucan, J^cm, 22, 1774. . 

^,(. , . ^^\^%^fn Wi ^^'^^' J/r^v Carter J my 
last thanks for the beiiejit and delight of your 
Jritndship and conversation. Perhaps at the time 
you open this boXy I shall have still more reason 
to he grateful. I leave you Mrs. Dunbafs pic ; 
ture^ aud the inestimable treasure of your own 
Letters^ wishing much you would give them for 
the improvement of future minds. — You will still 
be doing that good you loved upon earthy when 
you are retnoved to those happy regims where I 
zcish I could deserve to meet you.'' 

In those ** happy regions'' it is hoped, and 
may upon Christian principles be believed, 

p 2 that 
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that Mrs. Carter is now indeed receiving her 
reward, and perhaps sensible of the grateful 
affection of her amiable fnwd* Though the 
humility of her mind, (if she ever saw Mrs, 
Vesey's note) might naturally prevent her 
from complying ^vith the request contained 
in it, the Editor can have no motive to in-* 
duce him to withhold these letters from the 
Public. Indeed his. own opinion entirely 
coincides; with that of Mrs. Vesey ; and be 
hopes, and is persuaded, that this Work may 
not only prove a source of innocent amuse- 
ment ; but ^Iso, by the blessing of God upon 
it, be of some use, some fidvaqtage to th^ 
Vprld, 
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LETTE.R L 

Deaf, April i^, \f63i 

It was some relief, my dear Mrs. Vesey** 
to the confusion I felt from your rery obligiiig 
reproaches, that my Letter was sent before I re-* 
ceived them, and must have met your's on the road. 
Bad as my head now is, it .shall mot prievent my 
thanking you for jour very kind remembrance of 
me, which I seemed, indeed 1 only seemed, $a 
little to deserve. 

There was. not the least dadgef of my losing you 
in my walk from Canterbury, or any other walk. 
I may lose my watch or my purse, but the la$t 
treasure J am ever likely to lose by any carelessness 
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of my own is my friends. I tliink I am pretty 
secure against any such accicfeit, by keeping theui 
always within sight : ancl my imagination has such 
telescopic eyes, that they will easily reach you 
even in. 

^ La divisa dal fltondo ultima Irlanda.'* 

f grieve to find that your departure is certainly 
fixed, and that yoii depart, alas ! depressed by such 
miserable apprehensions of the loss of sight. God 
grant they may be merely tlie fictions of weak 
nerves, and I hope there is very good reason to 
believe them nothing more. Yet even this, without 
furtlier consequence, is a state of sutFering which 
I cannot think of without feeling it very deeply for 
you. But the tendercst concern, and the most 
ardent wishes of poor limited mortals for eadi 
pther^ are wretchedly helpless and unavailing : and 
the best proof of our affection, is the recommending 
those we lore to that protection which alone is a 
security in every* danger, ^nd to tliat support and 
assistance which arc equal to every distress. 

I am rather scandalized that you should even ask 

liow 1 like the MaUnconid d'AlcindOy which is beau- 

^tiful in the^ highest degree, and it is ifnpqssible to 

be unaffected by it without an absolute want of ail 

► |aste and all feeling. The only part oif k^viiich fe 

unsen- 



uilseDtimeiitdl or utipoetical^- is that which yoti havd 
quoted, and which, consequently, you find some 
difficulty to undei'^and. After tl&is declaration^ it 
is not for my credit, perhaps, to attempt to explain 
it. The literal tiianslation is — 'Let laughter deafen 
vulgar theatres with idle wonders. // risoj' I 
suppose, means comedy and pantortilmfe } arid the 
vile meraviglie are evidently " the Dragon of 
Wantley^ and " Harlequin hsltched fi-om an Egg.'^ 
Seriously, I suppose C* Maggi's intention wa$ iri 
Conformity to his subject, tq exalt tragedy, and 
throw a contempt on comedy. 

Why did you not send me a rheSsagfe, of a card^ 
trr a twisted note, io say you would carry me to 
Lady H — ^^s assembly arid shew me* MsCdame 
B ■ ■ ? 1 have too mu(Jh Englbh vanity riot to be 
vei-y ihipatient to know something about a lady wh6 
is so sensible to the merit of our writert. You 
have given me^ to besure^ a personal motive of 
cariosity about her, by saying she looks as if she 
would like me. Pray tell me, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
what kind of a look it is that implies this conse- 
quence^ that I may learn to judge by people's faces^ 
at first sight, whether they will like me or riot 
Adieu, do not wait till the last post bell before yoU 
Wte tk> me next. 
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Travel as- far as you pleasq, my deajc 
]VIr$. Vesey, be assured that wherever ypu are, 
there will my aflfectionate thou^ts and best ]i^he3 
find a way to pursue you. It is paiqful to me, 
indeed, to reflect that you are at a distance, where 
this is the only method in which I cap reach you. 
But such is the condition of unsettled life, formed 
by various situation^ to give a varioas exercise to 
our virtues, not to allow a perpetual indulgence to 
ouf inclinations. This is a privilege reserved for a 
world, where there will be no danger of their ever 
misleading us. Yet the heart will have its, owii 
feelings : and the absence of thoee we esteem and 
love will always give it pain. This p^in, however, 
might be greatly alleviated, if distant fri^eads would 
consider each other, howeyer separated by place, 
yet united by the same jg^eral blessings, and the 
same general dilities: equally children and servants 
of the same universal pafr^i^ an4 sovereign; 
pursuing the same coi»nK>0 interest and l^y 1iib% 
diflfeient roads that are marked out to them, travel- 
ling under the same guidance, to the same cQnmioQ 

hom^: 
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liomer eacU m the mean time endeavouring to 
secure a gkd reception there, by dil^efit effgrts of 
improving virtue : and mutually recommending each 
other in their several difficulties and dtnge», to the 
ian^e aU*powerfui support and protedioD. 
. Surely, my dear Mrs. Vesey, there can be no 
room for the melancholy doubt which you express, 
that a fridndship established upon principles like 
thes^i (and no other deserves the name), should 
ever be tHssolved. Leagues of guilt, connexions 
of selfish intei^est, and parties of merely idle amuse* 
ment, must perish with the vices and follies on 
which they are foiunded. But attachments formed 
On the noblest principles and best aflfectioris of the 
soul, must be immortal as itself: and they who 
have improved, encouraged, and supported each 
other in the duties of a state of tiial, will surely 
be permitted to rejoice together in the rewards of a 
world of perfect happiness. Remember, that 
Hcavai is always represented as a society; and 
read 1 Thess. chap, iv, ver. 13 — 18; Hebrews, 
chap. xii. ver. 22 — 24: and when you have the 
Bible before you, read the Revelations. 1 do not 
mean to set you about explaining the Prophecies, 
but the parts that relate tO' the descriptions of a 
future Hfe^ 

. I cannot, for the life of me, get any intelligence 

from Mrs. Montagu, whcthei' you are actually set 

' out 
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<Mit for Ireland ar not; However^ I srentu» to 
dinact this to DubUo, as I am Mling to Wf ite teftwe 
we set jout^ior Sf^ t and we are. to rtedeavoma at 
Dov^ on FriAty *. 

You would have found an mfaUiUo method of 
conquering my strong aversion to a tGncettQ, if it 
bad been a means of conveying your picture to me. 
How could you be so inhuman to tai^ize me, by 
the mention of it withotit the effect. - I think you 
could not have been such a .savage^ if you were 
perfectly sensible of the value which I should have 
set on it. 

I would break my telescope if it could not set 
you full in my view, even though the K. of P* 
(-Prussia) was standing at my elbow* How you 
must laugh while you were writing that part of your 
Letter, in which you talk of my being acquainted 
with him. Even if I was not too obicureever to 
fall under his notice, lam too little ah idolater 
either of heroism or of genius to desire it. Humar 
nity, indeed, would find no great charms in the 
contemplation of a herOy whose, ambition has so 
long been sporting with the ruin of desolated pro- 
yinces: and a higher principle would make one 
sliudder at a genius, who has perverted very noWe 

* This tras vhea Mrs. Carter went into Germany and 
Jloliand with LorU Qath ai)4 Mr. and Mis. Montagii. 
;. . talents 



talents to ftisult'and* defy the sovere^^ -fisnerfaiit# 
iVona whom he received them. You certainly judge 
very right ; that iK)t all the blaze cither of military 
or literary glory/ ciemld make me lorgiet the^u(hor 
•f «rw s0uci 

I am very impatient to know wbetthar you had a 
good voyage, and whether you are got home, and 
well enough to enjoy your romantic situation ; and, 
above all, whether yom-eyeis better? 

I have been in a constant hurry ever since I left 
London, in trying to get my own apartment fitted 
up before I set out, which with much fatigue I 
have accomplished. My books are quietly ranged 
upon their shelves, in expectation of the time when 
I shall be enough settled to read them. My room 
is situated as pleasapt as it can be in a town, or 
mther at tlie extremity of a town, for the house is 
,the last in it On one side I have a fine View of 
the country, and on the other of the sea, Tlie 
dfront is covered with ivy, which my father would 
yool up, but in compliance with his owl of a 
daiightei:^ is so good as to suffer it to remain, for 
it w6u|d go to the heart of m^ to lose a leaf*. 

♦ This bouse is now hi the possession of the Editor. The 
ivy has been destroyed for many years, for he does not recollect 
to have ever seen it there. Its place is now but ill-supplied 
by vines, - . 

Adieu, 



Ailieu^ my dmr Mrs. Vesey» ^very Uesftiog attend 
you. 

P. & How came I to write sf> loag a Letter? 
But you cannot punish me more effectually than by 
mrriting me a short one. 



LETTER IIL 

Spa, Julji 26, 1765. 

As Mrs. Montagu's Letter has given you 
so ample an account of us all, I will write more at 
leisure, and seize every five minutes^ which this 
strange water-drinking life will allow me, to convince 
you that I think of you more than once in the day. 
Indeed if the amusements of confused and general 
Conversation were capable of banishing you from 
my thoughts, I should very little deserve the privi- 
lege you so kindly allow me, of partaking your 
delightful retirement on the banks of the Dffy *. 
I am too happy in being admitted there sometimes 

• At Lucan near Dublin, where Mrs. Vesey had a country- 
seat. 

as 
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as a partner of your 'most interestihg Veflexiohs,.an3' 
of being recollected with some degree of tender 
remembrance, not to start at the idea of being' 
excluded when I appear iii the fantastic Frerich 
figure under which the wicked wit of Mrs. Montagu 
has painted me to your imagination. I comfort 
myself, however, that you are too good a critic not 
to rfiscover that the picture is drawn from invention, 
and not from nature; and thiat you have too much 
charity not to believe that your unsophisticated 
friend has kept the same aching head and the same 
simple c!harac1;er through all varieties of soil and 
climate. 

The strange perplexed system of Mr. B * is 

not more absurd, than your observation upon it is 
reasonable and ju^ Into what labyrinths of error 
does^he mind wander when it quits the plain path 
of simple truth to follow its own ^nld conjectures ! 
Surely there is strange- sophistry in the arguments 
he uses to support his plan. That both *^ we and 
fltttimals are punished ixi this state without Having 
lijeen crirhfnal,** is in more respects than one a 
groundless assertfoh : it is true, tliat we often suffer^ 
but there are m^y cases ih which suffering ought 

• The Editor do(» not know who is meant by Mr. Bi-r~, 
unless it be Mr. Charles Btounl^ a dei^ical writer of som#- 
UQtc, and % suipi4e| in the Jattcr part of the \Ji\^ ccptury, 

no. 
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Bp more ta be considered n» jmmhment^ than 
disagreeable physic to be callecji pokou: nor does 
itat^aU foUow, b^ause, a stri/Qt regimen and^ome 
severe discipUne are necessary to the soi4, in its 
present iniirm and sickly constitution, ^ey ^should 
be cofitio^ed in a state of renewpd i^id eternal 
health;. — ^The whqle of yoyr guptatjoi;i ,frem Mn^ 

B' is ind^ miscr^ly uflqpmfQrtable apd, 

gloomy. How ni\ich, i^rp worthy of, ifiiin^te good- 
ness^ bow much better adap^d to, tht^ cpn(iiti(Hi of^ 
0>an, and hc^w condolatory 49 the ,hupjiIi^tion^ o^ 
mortal weakness, is. thatj system w^ich proposes, 
pardon to penitent guilt, and reward to delpcliye 
goodness : A^hjoh exacts no mqjT?' ftoip^n.pyiii^g;^ 
fellible native than ^ ^incei;^ endeavoijr to, rectii^ its. 
disorders, and a cQns,tai5ijt . progrj?s& toward^ the 
perfection which is reserved ic^,. it, upder hajppi^r 
eircumstances of its beii^?., jQould a, sit^Xi^ne li^ 
this, which had escaped aU, the gf>o<jL, ^nsp of 
Socrates, the vivid, spirjt of Plato, and Jhe deep 
penetration of Axistotle, be the mere ijjyention of 
a few unreasoning and unl^ttf^ed fiehprmp^a! And 
is there any article of fai^hiprqppsiQ^.Mi t^ Gospel, 
that contains a difficulty equ^ toj^cl^i, a^supposi^on ? 
With regard to animals, they have no way of 
expressing tljejr sensation?, tbajt can iiirnisb us witli 
#1 sufficient knowled^.of tteijr conditipn,: to form 
any distinct K^asonirtg on the subject - It may at 
1 least 



Irn^ lift fi^rly aflfiert^d, that wheaever xtha sum of 
pleasure exceeds that of pa^n^ existence is a positive 
bfeneftt, and there is not any objection tx)liie suppo- 
sitiotA, ^^at in 4be^ pmseat instoace this n)^,y be th^ 
case. :Afler aU^ in this^ $tate of limiM faculties 
andimperlect laaowle^^, it is equaUy qur duty and 
mxr happin^s to check timt idle and ^vk^ops euriosityi 
M#ah leads us to confound gienertil and evident 
tmtbs by ei^deayoining to account for particulw 
difficulties, instead of satisfying oupselves miiex 
parttciilar difficuldes, by a reliant^ onj^ne^'al and 
evident truths. We certainly know that |;he sovjer 
TOgn hovd of all, 13 m^, and good, and jilstj 
and, cooisequently, that wisdom^ goodness, ^4 
justice will, mthe^veiitof iimgh be the measure 
of his dispei|sati(»is to all his cre^uros. A dep^« 
anceontbistetemal trutt^ amii^talLthe perplexiticf 
of present ii^xpUcable appearances, is . a noblf 
eifi^rdse of our^ faith and our obedience^ 

' ^ Sappiamoc U 6cttor: na ii m^emo il come." 

' J^ not thindc Dr.^ Iiimbou^g wouH evet dream ' 
of putting aucb a ponvcnsation 9i t^is fmong kf 
ammeMd^i^ideSpa: hxxt you<lraw me intp it, an4 
it may <JH;i< both of us nwofio good perhaps than any 
I might relate to you from the walks of the Ge^. 

ronsterrej 



224- 

ronsterrc ; or any that you cowW ref^ec* to' me firon* 
your dinner or supper parties. - 

You will be disappointed that I can see fautlittiie 
of this romantic country of which you are rt) icAtdi 
but a set of villains lurking about the woodso-enders 
it unsall for me to walk alone; and I shotdd k^e 
all freedmn of rambling and' ofthinkk^ wili) m 
guard. Mrs. Montagu and I .waUced tfai& Jiiotimg 
to the t<^ of the hill, but not with perfect ea^^ 
for she was seized with a panic in the mjdstof :iiie 
wood, which made us walk ou^iselves out of bmatlt 
to get within view: of the town. 

Lady Westmorland and Lady JPrimrose ; aw 
arrived here, and I have the pleasure of in&nnii^ 
you that Lady Primrose loote rensarkahly well. 
There is iK)t at prissent a lodging enixpt^ in Spa. . I 
believe there a^ more English ^ tiitiic:iuiy otiier 
nation; and much fewer French, which you know 
I am not likely to regret Of ail t^efOTeigners.l^ 
Germans are my favourites. I believe I like the 
general character, and I am ^very sure I ftm diarmed 
with one particular specimen in a Lady* with 
whom I have. been iSO happy is. to form ail acquaint- 
ance, and who appears to me^ both: ^ fegard de 
f esprit et du cceur^ one of the* most amiable asd 
f3.greeable characters I ewr Joiew. I long ty^have 

' • * Wadam de ^lum, 

you 
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yon know her, fdr you arc worthy of it, dtid I 
am sure would love and hortoui: her with all ydut 
heart. 

I rejoice to find that your eye iS, updH th^ whole^ 
not worse; but I grieve to find ybiir spirits not 
faetten My head is much in the sa'irie iStatfe in which 
you have alwayd known it, ftiid seems neither the 
better nor the worse for the water*, nor are my 
little idle fevers eiifcreased } so I edntirlue to dHhk 
them, though my nerves arte niore effected dnd my 
spirits more flat than they have bfeeii fdr d Ibng 
while. You may See by Mrs. Montagu's Lettef 
that this is by no means her ease, for she is gurpriiJ 
ingly altered for the better^ and has recovered all 
her vivacity. Lord Bath is exti'emely well, and ill 
good spirits. Adieii, my dear Mrsi Vesey, may 
happier visions than thode whidh haunted the how^k 
of Malvina tranquiliz^ aild enliven your's; 
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beal, Oct. 30, 1763* 

m your expedtation 6f hearing from me, 
i applrehend that you did not receiyi^ a letter whi?h 
^ YQh.iiu Q I wo^a 
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J wrote tp you frcMtn the Hague. If ycta did not, t 
niii doubly obliged to you, for giving me the pleasure 
of a Letter from you. Yet the joy which I always 
feel on every proof of yeur remembrance, was^ 
deadened by the melancholy accoweft which you 
give me of yow friends, and the reflection on the 
piain which a heart like your's must fed on auch aB 
occasion. I perfectly well remember the young 
J^ady that w^s with you last winter, and grieve for 
your loss of her. Yet that strong sensibi^y wfakb 
you mention, though the ^icati(»i of an amiable 
dispositk^i, is such a capacity of exquisite suflfering, 
that her early removal from a world like this may, 
Ito herself and tp those who best ioyed her, be a 
idistingufeljed naercy. 

The dtorms which have produced, such sad effects 
inothel' places, have hem but very little felt on our 
coast. Indeed I belieye th&t you guess right, that 
a taste for the sublime would be very apt to lead 
tne to the fullest view of a tempest, though I cotild 
iWl stand the shot^k of seeing any one suffer by i^ 
but should quit my station ; as you; who are just 
as sublime and just as silly as I am, would do in 
the like case. Biit I retract this last epithet r for 
though the consideration which you mention cer- 
tainly ought to have its weight, yet the person who 
could survey-the horrors of a stiDrm wi|h little other 
sentimei^ t^ ^"99^ re^bctio^ 03^ it3 Jjej^f^l ^van^ 



lages, wcuM be very little the better (of fticb ft 
contemplation. Universal and remote con^equettdei 
would operate very faintly on our reason^ if the 
heart was not by infinite wisdorti formed to feel th« 
private and immediate stroke. By thu H k awed 
and softened to such a sense of huma^ weakt^esi 
and dependance, as leads the mind itltd h state the 
inott friendly to our virtue. Redson^ dti which w« 
are so apt to buUd our foolish pride^ Would perpe^ 
tually slumber over the task of iife^ if it was not 
awakened to the charge by the voice of Ihe affec^ 
tioos. Upon thk principle I cannot help linking 
that a cloyster is by no means sath a school of 
devoticm aa it is represented ; and every observation 
I made abroad served to confirm my opdnioti. I 
am persuaded that the vicissitudes of the %rartd 
much more naturally carry the thought to li imss^ 
9i our depehdance upon the divine protecttoli, than 
that dead vacation frcHn all present hopes taad Ukatt 
that stupifies the retirement of a convetit. 

Do you ever take me along with you, my dtar 
Mrs. Vesey^ in your solitary ramblcap? It is^ but 
fair you should, considering how often you share in 
mine. I hope your eyes will be strengthcaied by 
the repose which you so very rightly give them, and 
will furnish you with amusement, when the weathei* 
is too bad to admit of your walking,. W^k, haw* 
Q a ever. 
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tv^Vj ts often as yoti can, for I am persuaded it wHI 
})e of service to your health and spirit3. 
, I know not to i^hat article in the papers yoa 
allude about Voltaire^ but I suppose by what you 
$ay he i$ expected m England. Tant pis, 1 am 
fiorry for it. As to your dispute, are you not well 
enough acquaiated with me to give it, in your 
thoughts at least, an immiediate decision? If I 
happ€9ied to be aocidenially in a room with Voltaire, 
I do cFot ifoeiieve I should think it necessary to run 
out. screaming fire arid murder; but certainly from 
every . society in . which I had a casting vote, such 
a wretch would be iniiedlibly excluded ''^; and ex- 
eluded particularly for the very circumstance for 
khich he would* daimr to be adn^ired, his being a 
jgimt4S. ^ i «)U9t conSoBSy that to me the idolatry of 
gi*eat .talents . applied to wicked purposes^ is still 
morse ithan the idolatry of titles and riches, as theiv 
infiueboet is qiore. universally destructive. 

t)a not think n>e too severe, my dear ;Mr& 
^efeey; for particular &ults I bdieve few people 
hatemore indulgence; I feel how much I need it 

. *• -Mrs. Carter wsed to fdate an anecdote of her friend Dr* 
Johnson yr'ith particular pleasure. Wheri Abbe Ray nal was 
in England, a lady of fashion invited Dr. Johnson to meet birti 
at Tier house : " Madam," replied he, " I have read kis hook 
iind have nutbing (6 say to- him«" 

folT 
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for myself : but atrocious principles ought to l>6 

treated with the utmost detestation. — ^A wicked 

writer is a much worse character than even a wicked 

man. The temporary example of the last may 

murder a few individuals, l^ut the other poisons a 

river, and diffuses infection through whole king* 

doms; the current of •time rolls it to successive 

generations, and there can be no guessing when 

the force of the venom will be spent The present 

feshionable system of French philosophy, the 

wisdom of the encyclopedisteSj subverts all the 

foundations of morality, breaks all connexion be* 

tween earth and heaven, and tries to cheat n^ankind 

out of all that is worth living for, and all that is 

worth dying for. Can any talents of understanding 

any treo^ures of learning, qx any bfiljianey of wit, 

reconcile one to ttie conyprsatioi) of a person engaged 

in a scheme to thwart every dispensation of Heaveq 

for human happiness ! I am sure you find much 

nio¥6 satisfaction in talking with your rustic dialist^^ 

than you eoulcj from the polished expositor of 

J^ewton. 

Che dc sublime chiaro ingegno adon^Q 
T«tt' altro seppe che se stesso e dio. 

You ask me if I ^ reconciled to the sea^ It.i? 
strange if being v^ry sick should produqp thftt. effect 

Yet 
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Yet I ^lieye I ^hauld very easily get over t|>c short 
iocpftveiiienc? of tbe trcget froip Dover tp Cdais, 
if I hiA no Qth^r objection to travelling, l^xxt indeed 
|he state of piy health waa $q yery languid while I 
vas abrp^th^t every exertion was more than I 
ivell knew hp^ to support. My head is ^s^ bad as 
eyer $ince my returq, hut ikis l^sa difficqlt to hear, 
A& I cm indulge it at presient in perfect quiet. I 
9,01 now going to lay it on a piUow for the remsundc^ 
gf thp df^y, \^\xt I wwld not omit writing this pos^ 
%& yqu de^irecl to h^ from ine« A^^^^ ^^^ 

p. S. Wh^t h^vt I dope to you^ «nd what h^ 
|OQr J)ml ^ei to you, that in your direction yoi^ 
^tiok U9 in the inife pf Sussex, when we are ii^ 
ipeality so happy ^$. to be pla^^d on ^e cpast <^ 
l^ent? 






LETTiLR Y. 

1[ i^vow not how to refuse \yhat you so 
kinc^Iy urge, ai)d therefore wiM send you such an 
accQunt as 1 can of my head. Though such re-; 

- pea^^di 
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fluted proofs of liie inefficacy of all remedies^'- 
renders rae very reluctant to any consultation aboirt 
a case which i am persuaded is beyond the reach 
of medicine, yet as I by no means think ^t psan^ 
wad languor are to be endured for their, own sake^ 
when there is any probable means pf their removal j 
I kave made every reasonable trial to get free from^ 
them. As every external remedy has failed, my 
Bmd has been long aecustomed to submit, quietly 
ai^ chearfuUy ta that cc^dition of health which 
ieems to be inseparably connected with the princi* 
pies of my eonstittidon ^. Indeed it would h^ 
fnexeusable if I was impatient under an evil so 
rery slight compared witii what every human 
<treature has a capacity of suffering. On th^ €on^ 
trary, I ought tb be very t^iankful in feeling no 
worse pain than the confinement ta a pillow cag 
felieve. It used to appear one ©f the leaet tolerable 
ehrcumstances of my state of health, that it rendier^ 
me idle and useless, and is so strong a cheek ta 
m««iy im^provements whiA I should naturaHy-wisb 
|o acquire. Put I have long been oon^ncedr that it 

* Thii( mcoxktii qf IVf rs. Carter's hed4^ach$ would not bavf 
been inserted^ but in prdey to introduce the adnairablc reflections 
which succeed it; reflections, which in every illness and every 
fit of impatience arising from it, all Christians may recall tO 
their minds with advantage ^nd impro^ve^Lcnt* ... ^ 
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k just lis necessary to make one's self easy under 
the want of intellectual attainments, where one is 
restrained in the means of acquiring them, as under 
the want of riches and honours. With regard to 
any degree of usefulness in the world, we have 
nothing further to do than to make the best of tixoser 
circumstances in which He, who best knows what 
is the best situation for our virtue and our happiness, 
has placed us. It is our own fault if every situatioo 
does not contribute to our real improvement. The 
faculties of mind or body which Bxe too weak to 
admit of strong active exertions, are sufficient for 
the exercise of the passive duties ; and these are 
usually better adapted to our natqre than our piidc 
is willing to allow, I have writ a great deal upoa 
the subject of thi§ worthless head of mine, but I 
hope it may have the eifect of making you as easy 
about it as I am: though I v^ry sensibly feel 
the kind concern you are so good as to express 
about it. 

Leave your Italian books to somebody else who 
loves you moderately enough to be tliQ. better for 
^hem. Yet, though I renou^c^ your legacy, I am 
Jjappy in any instance of my being in your thoughts, 
I should have felt very uncomfortable not to have 
Ip^een upon equal terms with you in this parti-r 
gH|2^ instance^ But I remembered my promise of 
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leaving you the best book* in my collection, aiifj 
before I weot abroad I S9.t down and put it into 
(execution. 

I have the pleasure of hearing from Mrs. Hon^ 
taga that she continues to feel the good effects of 
the Spa water. I was afraid that the northern w 
would have petrified all its inftuenqe. I must not 
flatter myself with the expectation of seeing you in 
London this winter : for I am sure If there was any 
probability of it, *you would not jhave omitted to 
mention what you know would give me so high a 
degree of pleasure, — ^Adieu : my head aches and 
my hand trembles, ^nd 1 am as good for nothing 
^ heart can wish. I have no manner of depend-t 
fmce upon your physician ; but a Letter from yoq 
is a prescription 0iat you may be assured will always 
ila me goodt 

^ Meaning, no doubt, some copy of the Bible wbich she 
Ttifri^larl^ valued; but Mrs. Vesey died many years before 



J.ETTER 



LETTER VI. 

Clarges Street, Jan. 21, 17^4* 

Yov^ Letter, my dear Mrs* Vesey, found 
me at Canterbury^ where I spent a few ^y9 in ^^ 
MKlant hurry of attempting more than I had either 
time or health to execute. 1 next proceeded IQ 
Lambeth, where I lived more quietly. Besides the 
bs^piness which I always find in the eonversa^oii 
m that palace, my romsintic genius was- iIhs tiiM 
extremely gratified by the situation of my abede« 
As the more modem rooms, where I need to be 
placed, were occupied before my arrival, I was 
lodged in one of tlie towers, separated frpm the 
rest of the house by the chapel and by other 
venerable buildings ; and through these I used* tQ 
pass every night, under Gothic itfche^'^dinHy lighted 
by pale lamps, with all the winds of heaven whistling 
round me, followed by the echo of my own steps, 
and the deep hollow sound of the closing doors, 
In such a situation you may imagine I felt in great 
force the sublime of the storm qn the thirteenth. 

I came to town on Monday last, and this h the 

fir^t hour that I have been able to sit down quietly 

to write, though there are very few in which I have 

L not 
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^ot thought on you, and regretted the loss of that 
J}appmess which I enjoyed last winter, and of 
which, alas ! you giye me no hope for th^" * Yoa 
pee by this, thgit I am very little qualified for giving 
such stoical lessons as you suppose, which! am so 
ill forn^ed, etnd indeed so little de$irous to practise 
jnyself. 

It seems, no doubt, at first view, something un* 
Conscionable, that surrounded by so many other 
fiends, whom I with so much reason esteem and 
Jove, I should still sigh for the absence of one. 
But indeed, if I had ten thousand, the peculiarity 
which belongs to every individual character would 
make them all preserve their separate and distinct 
interest in my heart I often consider this circum* 
Stance as wisely and graciously ordered for our 
good. If we found that one object of affection 
pould always be replaced by another, the world 
would hold us in everlasting chains : we should b^ 
3,pt to forget that it is merely a passage ; and our 
thoughts would feel little attraction to that general 
home, where after all the interruptions of a vary- 
ing life, every virtuous union shall be completed, 
and we shall meet our assemMed friends of every 
class, without the danger of future separation. 
Neither you nor I have any reason to regret the 
impossibility of acquiring the stoic perfection of 

annihilating 
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aiinihilating our sensibilities*, while w^ may be the 
disciples of that divine philosophy which sanctifies 
and apnlies them to the noblest purposeg, by teach- 
ing us to make them an instrument of quickening 
find encouraging our diligence in the discharge of 
pvery dufy, 

I am sometimes afraid, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
JhaJt you are weary of the seriousness of my letters ; 
but how shall I help it? To you I cannot write 
without thinking, apd I cannpt thi^^k without being 
serious. 

You will be pleaded to ^ear tha^ Mrs. J. pitt f 
did me the honour to call here twice before I pamQ 
to town. I waited on her the day after flay arrival, 
I am sepsij)}e of the adyc^ntage pf sjjcji an af- 

* HoweT?r it wa? ijot so much the passions thei|[iselves thaf 
the Stoics endeavoured to suppress, as it was the outward cxr 
pression of them. They perceived that they led to evil, and 
knew not how to convert thepi to gopd. The great difference, 
therefore, between theiy philosophy and that pf the Go^cl is, 
that the latter dops not attempt to check the passions, but to 
turn them to proppr objects, and a good purpose; so that while 
they lead us to perform our duty, they may also reward us in 
the execution of it. 

. t \yife, now widow, of John Pitt, Esq. of Arlingtoi) Street^ 
That acquaintance soon ripened into friendship, which conti- 
nued with very frequent and affectionate intercourse to ihq 
plose of Mrs, Carter's life, 

C|uaintaqc0| 
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quaintance, firam my opinion of her own metit: 
but I have » very particular degree of pleasure 
from the circumstance of being indebted for it to you* 
Mrs. Montagu looks remarkably well, and I 
hope the Spa water will prove more than a tempor 
fary relief to her. Lord Bath too is extremely 
well, and in good spirits. Lord Lyttelton has a 
slight feverishness, which I hope will prove of no 
consequence. He has long been in better health 
than usual. I hope you will make me all the 
Amends ypu can for being out of the reach of my 
notes, by writing uie as ipany Letters as you 
think the person deserves, who in all places ancl 
in all societies is equally impatient to receive them^ 

P. S. You bid me be acquainted with. Mrs. 
Dunbar, I was too mucji struck and charmed both 
by her own manner and your character of her, not 
to wish it from almost the first time I met her; but 
I then saw no chance of my enjoying that happi- 
ness : however I have since met her at Lady Prim* 
rose's, and she has done me the favour of calling 
on me. I have returned the visit, and here the 
matter rests : but here it will not rest *, if she is 

but 

• Here it did not rest, for a long and uninterrupted inti- 
macy (till Mrs. Carter's death) followed, attended by the most 
affectionate and sincere regard and esteem on both sides. This 
N iady, 



but half as much pfeased yvifk Ine £ts t aiil ^idti 
her, but indeed I am afraid this is by no means th« 
case. 



LETTER VIL 

Deal, June 9, 1764, 

For some weeks past I have been alter- 
nately quarrelling with you, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
for not writing to me because you were idle, and 
firighting myself by an apprehension that you were 
sick. Your Letter; which I have since received, 
too well proves that my fears were not without 
foundation. How is it possible you could do so 
rash an action, as to live for a fortnight in .a damp 
house ! I tremble to think what might have been 
the consequence of such a hazard; as much as I 
grieve to find what has been the consequence. I 
hope you will soon be able to give me the pleasure 
of knowing that this addition to your nervous dis- 
orders is perfectly removed, and that you are at 

lady, then wife to Major Dunbar, is sister to Mrs. John Pitt, 
and is now widow of Joshua Jremotiger, Esq. of Portmaa 
Square, and of Wherwell, Hants. 

least 



least as well as nervous people must ever expect 
to be. 

As I always read your Letters con amorCj I 
always read tlicm with ease : so I beg you would 
bestow all the time necessary to make them more 
legible, in making them longer. The new act 
makes no alteration in any Letters inclosed to 
members of parliament. It only cramps people 
who have not the assurance to beg franks with ti 
full direction * ; which being my case, I am obliged 
to make you pay for putting out your eyes with this 
\dlfi little crowded hamL , . . 

Next to the happiness of conversing with you by 
the side of your river^ is that of knowing you wished 
me there. If thoughts were possessed of shape 
and colour as well as wings, how often would you 
find me near you ! 

I have lieard nothing of the Irislr stuff, for which 
I am obliged to you ; but notwithstanding your un- 
fttvouraWe report of it, I am determined to think 
it tiie prettiest I ever saw. 

* For before that time it was sufficient for a member of par- 
}iaQ|cnt> without writing the whole direction, to sign it with 
his iMtme, aid/rf^. But some advantage having been taken of 
the signature after erasing the word yrec, and at the same timp 
to check the too great frequency of giving franks, this act was 
made, by which the whole direction must be written by the 
member. . -^ 

a Mrs. 
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Mrs. Montagu is at Sandleford vefy well, and 
enjoying the country en solitaire. Lord Bath very 
joyous at the bead of a crowd in Shropshire ; and 
I going on mighty quietly with an aching head at 
Deal. Do pray give me some encouragement td 
hope that I may meet you in town next winter; 
AdieUi you bid me write to you very soon, and 
as little as I love writing in general, I always 
obey you. I leave the inference to your own con- 
science* 
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LETTER Vlli. 

taling, July llJ, if 64. 

I VEEY sensibly feel the kindness of your 
relieving me as soon as possible from the anxiety I 
was in about your health; and I should not de* 
serve it, if I did not take the very first opportu^ 
nity in my power of writing, at a time when I be- 
lieve you must be particularly solicitous to receive' 
some account of your friends in Ei^land. YoA 
will, I am sure, take a very sinceiie share in oar 
concern for the loss of my Lord Bath, and be anx- 
ious about Mrs. Montagu, whom it must so veiy 
deeply affect 

A* 
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As soon as I found by her Letters that there was 
very little hope remaining, I cameto London in 
hopes of being of some little consolation to her, es- 
pecially as almost all her other friends were out of 
town, I got to her on Friday, and on Saturday 
night all . hope of poor Lord Bath was over. The 
tumult oi hopes and fears dtiring some days of his 
illness had hart her health and agitated her spirits 
to a great degree. On Sunday mmning we came 
to Ealing, and I thank God sh$ is now much better, 
tiiough alas ! she must long feel the want of a friend 
to whom she ivas i^ sincerely attached, and with 
whom she so ccmstantly conversed, that almost 
fevery hour must remind- her of his absence. My 
great attention to her, in some degree, withdraws 
my thoughts from myself: yet I very seqsibly feel 
my own share in this melandioly event, for most 
truly did I love him. The immediate^ cause of his 
death is supposed to have been a cold, taken by 
sitting in Lord Besborough's garden. It is an ag^ 
gravation of hjs removal^ tiiiat it did not seem to 
arise from any natural decay. — ^feut all is in the 
hand oi Providence, and our reflections ' oh such 
kmd of circumstances are idle and unreasonable. 
One thing is clear, that all who loved him ought to 
be tbankfiil that he did not outHve himself. He 
left the world in possession of every copifort it ha^ 

YO^, III, R tQ 
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to bestaw : mth faculties unlmpared aod teodper 
unrufl^ ; and after a long enjoyment of the repose 
and dignky €i age, unaccompanied by the painis 
and the iyeakne8$es which often ren(kr the dose 
of life so burtfaen9(»ne to tbeiDwners, so tedious 
to tlieit attendants, and so pitiable to their friends; 
We have tim hotise entirely to ourselves^ and 
live almost continually in the air, which is of great 
service tp Mrs. Montagu's spirits. J believe ve shatt 
return to town next wcek,^ Wfid somi after ftat go to 
Sandlefeyd, where I propoae to.stay.tillliindmy 
friend has tolerably recoysened tiie capacity lof ap^ 
plicatipn to h^r usual emplopaents and amose^ 
ments; md then. I design to cetom to Deal for the 
remainder of tlie y.^r. Nothing, , I hope, will 
prevent my coming to town early in January. I 
feel that tlie bqi>e <?f meeting you therfc, lies too 
near my heart fpr m0 to be aWe itk igive St up> 
though you do not ^v^ me half the enoanragGmenl 
to indulge it which 1 could haye w^ished* You isay 
that if you pttiy tl)§ winter at Lu^n you ^hi^l have 
time enqugh to think. If I believed iH impoesiblse 
for you to think any \irh^re el^^ beaveti Ibrbid I 
should so far prefer my own girattfi^tioirto your 
happiness as to wish y<»u betre } But ym »m5t 
think in all sit^atioas; arid no iii^itiitiuitlcMibiect 
?em bje m^f^ly loqaito % vmfi ttfe^ yotir's ; aad Jwiil 
-1 ' . pteasa 



s 



^3 

please myself with the hope that we shall think to- 
gether in London. 

Our dear Mrs. Montagu desires to be kindly re* 
membered to yoii. She will write as soon as her 
spirits are. sufficiently composed ; at present writing 
would be very hurtful to hen Adieu. I have 
written this Letter a 4i*oef*sei reprises^ as J ne^vef 
leave Mrs. M— — but for a very short time. Your 
Letter deserves a better answer than I am at present 
(capable of making it. 



LETTER IX. 

Deal, Sept. 29, 176*. 

And so, my dear Mrs. Vesey, after 
making me wait so many 'weeks in expectation of 
hearing from you, you really think me so very silly, 
that it can be but a few days before you hear from 
me! — ^Aad for that matter you think very rightly^ 
for just so silly am I. AmcHig many oitbeir motives 
which generally lead me to answer your Letters in 
as great a hurry as if it was upon a business pf 
life and death, I am impatient to thank you foi: 
that enchanting pleasure I received from thatt cxt 
quisite picture which you were so good as tp send 

RSI mo 
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me of your rorQemtic adventure "^^ I owe yotjt &Etd 
Mrs. Hancock a thousand thanks for wishifi^ me ta 
p^urtake k with you. This; indeed^ h thQ only 
circumstance wanting to complete my entertain* 
ment^ibr I tliink it is scarcely possible that I could 
ha.vq been. more, struck by the reality of the $osd£9 
which jou de^cribe> than hy your ^^criptioa cf 
then?. If you had met your poor penitent in a 
popish churclv ^ here pa inexorable reformers had 
demolished the playthings of s^iperstitk^n^ a mind 
like your^s would not have felt so strong an impulse 
to join with him in prayer, as in a scene so much 
better adapted to the temper of true dcvotiom 
The sublime views of wild uncultivated nature, the 
silence of 'a desart, and the melancholy repose of a 
ruin, strike the imagination with awfid and affect- 
ing ideasr. In such a situation the soul expands 
itself, and feels at once the greatqesi^ of its capaci- 
ties, al^d the littleness of its pursuits ; that myste- 
rious contradiction which points ita views to futoe 

♦ Mrs.Vesey*» Letters had probably been aKrctnrned^to 
Iker own ibmHy^ for none of them were fonnd among Mrs» 
Cat ter's. papers.-^Tliey wen Tesuurkahly ibeavtifuV £dc sht bad 
a peculiar talent in dei^c^ibing^iirei^ry; ^m) evented m langaagd 
in the highest degree glowing, picturesque^ ^nd nnafiected^ 
Th,e Editor lias read many of them, both to Mrs. Montagu 
and Mrs. Carter, and it h much to he knicnted that they are- 
withheld ir^m the pMkJic*^ 

bein^ 
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bem^ and fixes its dependance on infinite good- 
ness and almighty power : and thus the thoughts are 
at once elevated by hope, and the heart is awed and 
softened to humility. 

You ask me news of bur d*6ar Mrs. Montagu, 
but why do you not enquire of herself? A Letter^ 
frcMn you, I am sure, would always do her good. I 
thank God siie was tolerably well when I left her, and 
she continues to give me good accounts of her health. 
Soon after I wrote to you last we went to Sandleford, 
and for most part ^f the time we were entirely alone, 
which I beKeve from the state of her spirits was best 
for her, and upon ali accounts best for me. Our 
friend, you know^ has talents which must distin- 
guish her in the largest circles ; but there it is im- 
possible for one fully to discover either the beauties 
of her character, or -the extent and variety of her 
understanding, which always improves on a more 
accurate examination, and on a nearer view. Such 
a composition, I believe, would be very delightful, 
merely as an object of cool speculation, but the 
charm is inexpressibly heightened when it is com^ 
plicated with the afFectioits of the heart *. \^lien 

the 

* Nothing can be more just, or more strictly correct than 
this character of Mrs, Montagu. They who saw her only in a 
crowd, or in companies where she was the object of genera! 
^Ueatioo, and too often wished to be that of general admira«, 

tion. 
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the weather lyas good we spent much of Our time in 
the garden^ or in the post-chaise. Sandleford owes 
the least to art and the most to nature of almost 
any place I ever saw. The prospect from the 
garden is soft and elegant, and riant to the highest 
degree, and has sdch a singular air of liberty as 
renders it very peculiarly pleasing. Indeed the 
whole country, though it Ij^s little of the sublime, 
has the most of the beautiful that can be imagined, 
and consequently the kind of situation in which 
one would most wish to reside. Great and sublime 
views afford a noble and striking entertainment, and 
are at proper intervals very useful to elevate the 
mind beyond the pitch of ordinary life r but the 
cultivated and good-humoured and familiar scenes 
of nature^ are best suited to the general state, and 
to the purposes of social duty. 
. I have ransacked in vain every comer of your 
Letter, in hope3 of finding some mention of your 
coming to England. I had flattered myself that 
you would have recompensed me for your long 
silence by this intelligence, but I now begin to lose 
all hope for this winter ;• and it is looking too far 

tion, (an object which she seldom failed to attain), did not 
](now her.-^They witncs^ied, indeed, the brilliancy of her 
talents, but were ignorant of the real charms of her under* 
standing, the strength of het mind, and the goodness of her 
beart. 

into 



into futurily to form any scliemes about the next. 
If you can revive my expectation, I tiiink you will 
not omit giving me the earliest encouragement ip 
yoqr power.. As you are so very moderate to de- 
sire only a little ot my love for you, I think it right 
to ntake you the compliment of askmg ;^our advice 
how I shall dispose of the rest. 

If you did not, like Sir Charles Easy in the play^ 
put snuff in my Letters instead of reading them, 
you would "have known that I had received the 
gown from Mr. Burke, and that I thought it the 
prettiest I ever saw. As I am persuaded that I 
look younger, and handsomer, and niore good-hu* 
moured in that than in any other, only think what 
an object you will lose, if you do not see me w hile 
it is in its perfection. Moreover, it is very neces* 
sary for you to come, that you may confute the 
malice of Mrs. Howe *, in doubting my being ac- 
quainted with you ; of which she may have ocular 
demonstration, as she has taken a bouse directly 
fronting my walk from Clarges Street to Bolton 
Bow. 

* The Honourable Mrs. Howe, now of Grafton Stnfct, » 
mucb esteemed friend of Mrs. Carter, sister to Lord Howe, 
and widow of John Howe, Esq. 
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LETTER X. 

Deal, DeCm 4, 1764* 

• At a time when I was endeavouring ta 
reconcile myself to your not coming to England^ 
only think how lively a transport of pleasure I felt 
in the revival of my hopes by your Letter last 
night. I had but a few days before had an account 
that there were no hopes of your coming- — I felt 
the disappointment the moi^e strongly, as so far as 
any thing can de depended on, I hope certainly to 
be in town this year. 

It grieves me to find that your health is not good ; 
kut I flatter myself that change, of air, and even 
the inconvenience of a sea voyage may be of use 
to it. You will find too, I hope, some remedy, 
and one of a very pleasant kind, in the sight of 
friends who so sincerely love, and so earnestly loi^ 
to see you. With regard to myself, who am so 
truly of that nun^ber, I am immoderately scanda- 
lized at your objection to the date of our acquaint* 
ance; One would imagine you were addressing 
yourself to a mere visitor, whom you had met for 
twenty years together twice in a winter in a formal 
circle ; instead of the person who for several months 
bad the happiness of conversing with you almost 

every 
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every day. Id^as are no more to be measured by 
kngth of time, than population by extent of coun^ 
try. Apd which do you think contains most inha- 
bitants, the boundless track of Tartarian desarts, 
or the liiifiited space of a crowded metropolis ? 

The description of your walking equipage so ex- 
actly resembles my own, that it did me a world of 
good. Mine, however, does not at present appear 
in the face of the sun, as I generally take my niorn^ 
ing walk of a mile before it is light. Indeed the 
weather is sometimes so bad when I set out, that it 
is prudent not to expose myself to the censure of 
being out of my wits. I derive, however, two ad-^ 
vantages from exposing myself to all the varieties 
of the elements, that I hardly ever take cold, and 
ani always in tolerable good-humour with the wea* 
tjier; which, considering hpw many people pjiss 
half their lives in grumbling at a bad day ^ is no 
trifling point When the weather is fine my j;wi- 
light walks are particularly delightful, I hear the 
owl sing hi* farewell note to the departing ^Imdows 
of night, and enjoy a most enlivening spectacle in 
the gradual illumination of every object by the 
fising day, 

♦ See this (jucrulous temper tireU excused in one of John'* 
*fpo's Idlers, 

I write 
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I write in a great hurry, but would t}ot omt 
tiianking you for a Letter, from which I receiredso 
much pleasure. My best wisheg, my more than 
isoiskeSy attend you in your voyage. 1 shall listen 
to every breath of. wind with a painful anxiety till 
you are landed. Adieu ;-r-may we and the rest of 
our friends meet in health and spirits, and with 
nothing to alldy the pleasure we hope from each 
other. 



r . LETTER ^l. 

Deal, Jan.^, 1765* 

^ A; THOUSAND thanks to you for so kindly 
giving md the' pleasure of hearing from you before 
I set but fcif tins place. — ^Not that it was at all ne- 
cessary^ foi: that reason which you wickedly insi- 
nuate, wilhont believing it. My mind is not so 
tkrtally enslaved to 'external objects, but that I can 
think of my afbseht friends in a crowded circle, as 
well as in a solitary walk : and my affection for you 
is just the same when 

, ** Alps rise between us and whole oceans roll," 

as 
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«$ when I was s6 happy to live within a few doors 
4rf you.* The difference of this circumstance, alas! 
will remind me of you too often in every day, with 
A feeling which I do not experience in this place, 
where I never expect to find you but in idea. 

Do not disturb yourself by an opinion that I am 
deceived in you, and that you have undesignedly 
been playing off a false character. I may, perhaps, 
in some degree be partial to you, as no doubt I 
^m to myself: but be assured, for your comfort, 
that I am not so partial to either, as not to see very 
clearly that we have both our faults, and that it is 
high time to set about a reformation of them. I 
^m apt to think that your ideas of wisdom and 
virtue soar much higher than mine, which do not 
ris-e beyond the pitch of mortal probabilities. 
That, which I supposed you to have acquired in 
the shades of Lucan, was no more than the wisdom 
that helpfe us to discover our faults, tmd the virtue 
Which repents and takes measures for amendment. 
And is this the supposition of which you declare 
yourself unworthy? Heaven forbid! I did not 
expect yo!i to come forth from your retirement per- 
fectly well qualified to frighten all the fine circles of 
Dublin out of their wits, by philosophical decla- 
mations on impeccable excellence; but I could not 
help pleasing myself ^ith the persuasion, that a 

mind 
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mind so delicate as- yours, when lefjt to its own 
sensibilities, would naturally attend to the lessona 
which solitude is so fitted to inspire ; at least when 
the current of the thoughts is n0t ruffled by any 
Dutrageous passion, nor the heart by any dark 
principles rend^ed impenetrable to the whispers of 
instructioQ. Jiyou have either outrageous passions 
or dark principles, I will allow myself to be as 
much mistaken in your character as you seem to 
apprehend me to be. > 

May the new year, and many succeeding ones, 
bring you every happiness of this life, and eveiy 
qualification for a better! You always have my 
afiectiopate good wishes : and the reflections which 
belong to this season will necessarily render them 
particularly earnest on a subject of the most awful 
importance. You say you are as well satisfied as 
** a mind formed for doubt can be." Pardon me, 
my dear Mrs. Vesey, our doubts are our own 
making, and perhaps there never was a mind na- 
turally formed for doubting. The regulation of 
our understanding is a moral quality, and as much 
under the power of the will, as the regulation of 
one's outward actions. The misfortune is, that in- 
stead of resting contented with that necessary de- 
gree of clear information which is allotted to our 
present limited Acuities, we are apt to think too 

much 
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much for our strength ; and this effort must always 
terminate in the perplexities of error, and the hesi- 
tations of doubtl I have not tixue at present to 
pursue this subject^ and besides I am always afraid 
of tiring you. 

^ I think you wW not be so' inl^n^an as to let m<i 
remain. very lo^^ in the swspe^is^ in.ivtich.yoi^ lell 
me at the conclusion of yo^r.I-^ter a)>out: M>ik 
Vesey!s election, aud its effect, on your 'fixture ie»r 
tinatioi^ I hope youf good-naUured jdes^ pcoviod 
successful to the person whoae interest you aeesoed 
solicious to promote. 

I am to set out foi: C^ntiotrbnry on Saturctey^ 
am) £tir Lambeth on the Monday foUowiag* I 
hope, to be. settled in Clarges Street on the 13th 
•-r-'whcre J shall regret your absence every, day; 
It will depend upon yourself how often I tell you 
so. You have alifcered, yo^rdipectton, and c4^iise- 
queijtiy anaihilated my fi^sofes. — ^Do pray smi, me 
some more. f* 
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LETTER XIL 

Deal> Mat/ 21, 17^5. 

If I had writ to you as often ^s you have 
hetn in my thoughts, tiie cabinet in yogr dressing- 
room coi^ld not hare contained the rubbish with 
^\Mi my Letters wwld have filledit But though 
I have been always ait leiswe *o think, it hM beea 
dtffcult for rtie to find a time to write, Jis I am yrt 
unsettled and liable to frequent itttcrruptions. This 
week, I think, will fihish ali my extl^rdinary avo- 
cations, and then I hope to be leftto the^solitary 
enjoyments of my own little quiet apartment, and 
my books, and the convoersatioii of my absent 
friends. • 

I long to know how ycm do, and in what maniier 
your^«cbemes for the gumiher are &x6d. Will y<«i 
forgive the selfish principle which makes me stiH 
more solicitous about your schemes for the winter? 
This is a foolish anticipation, and, perhaps, I ought 
not to hope to see you so soon again ! But it is one 
part of our task to correct that unreasonable extra- 
vagance of heart, which is so apt to transport our 
wishes to particular objects which are inconsistent 
with the general condition of a varying life. What- 
ever be the destination of the next winter, I shall 
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'rfways bd happy in the recollection of the kst. I 
t)We you a thousand thanks for kindly indulging 
me iti so many opportunities of conversing wit& 
you; If an increase of esteem and atfection can 
irepay you ' this obligation, most amply ' are you 
repaid. . ; 

I hope you found all the pleasure ybu expected 
from your party on Friday with Mr. Gray*, and 
that your passion for him contindes in foil force ; 
to which I grVe my free consent, notwithstand- 
ing your Being so very clear that he wa^ made 
on purpose forme. It might be unlucky for us if 
either he or I, singly, were of the same opinion ; 
stnd so, perhapis, it is tetter that I resisted the 
temptation which you endeavoured t6 throw in my 
way. ^I am glad I did resist that, ^nd many other 
temptations to a longer stay iii tbwn, for it w^a^ 
propeir for me to return home ; and while t was 
haunted fey that thought, any'^leasure I could have 
felt must have been imperfect. It was impossible 
for me to quit the society of the friends whom, 
with so much reason, I so highly esteem and love, 
without some pain : but instead of regretting what 
I have left behind, it is now my business to enjoy 
with cheerfulness and gratitude the blessings of my 
present situation^ I shall have great reason to be 

♦ The poet. 

thankful 
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thankful if I feel no worse evil than the laogoor 
which weak nerves must socnetimes necessarily ex- 
perience from any continuance of a uniform life. 
But this may be enlivened by looking forward to 
the return of the social months of winter. To 
secure one's hope against all events, it would be 
wise to extend the piospect beyond the confines 
of disappointment and of change, and anticipate 
the happiness of meeting one's friends in that 
universal sejour, where separation will be i:^ 
more, nor the enjoyment of the society of those 
who are at present interrupted by anxieties for the 
absent. . 

Let me know how you do, and when you are 
to go, and whitliier. 1 find Mrs. Montagu has 
not fixed on the time; of her (departure. 1 1 hope 
before she goes this wretched e^st wind will be' 
changed, which annihilates all ^* vefnal delight 
and joy/' and the zephyi-s attend her at Sandle- 
ford. . 
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LETTER XIII. 

Deal, Jnlj/S\, 1765. 

isTd, I tvas riot angry, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, but I was grieved at having only two notes 
and a card from you in very near three months. 
I am heartily sorry that ill health and low spirits ' 
contributed their share in depriving me of the plea- 
sure I always feel in receiving a Letter from you. i 
^he plea of ill health must be admitted ; but what 
is better for low spirits than conversing with a 
friend ? 

A thousand thanks to you for making me happy, 
*by an account of the renewal of the lease in Bolton 
Row. You Certainly could have little reason to 
apprehend any censure from me for your solicitude 
in a point about which I have been so solicitous 
myself. There is indeed no absolute dependance 
on the enjoyment of this favourite scheme either 
for you or me : yet surely there can be no harm in 
the indulgence of an innocent hope. I can see no 
reason why people who are not agitated by the tur- 
bulence of boisterous passions, ^should stagnate 
into a dead calm. On the contrary, I think one 
•should thankfully cherish every hope which sericea 
only to give spirit to tranquUlitj; and variety to 

TOX. III. S the 
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the uniform tenour of regular life. Though the 
hopes which are founded on kind and virtuous 
affections are liable to the acxidents of a varying 
world, they may be considered as only suspended, 
and not disappointed : the mind may still look for- 
ward to their complete accomplishment, in a state 
where accident and change are no more. 

I found all the consolation arising from the pros- 
pect of^such a state necessary to raise my spirits 
tiie other day, after hearing a long description of 
a person reduced by old age to such a loss of 
all her faculties, that the soul seemed to have no 
other oflfice left but merely to keep the boily above 
ground. The sudden fall of youth and health and 
strength, is, a striking memento of the shortness of 
life, yet its eftect .soon wears off: but the infirmi- 
ties of dotage are often a long continued lesson of 
the vanity of hopes, which extend no farther than 
a duration which, however short, may still be longer 
than any of the powers of enjoying it. It com- 
forts one to consider any such instance, rather as 
a useful example to tlie world, than a state of 
actual suffering to the object. We are apt indeed 
%o shudder at the thought of arriving to the same 
deplorable state, but we feel it by a sense which 
w^ould probably be lost whenever the case became 
our own. In such circumstances, perhaps, the 
soul may be affected in pretty much tliesame raafmer, 

as 
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as it often h in its^ healthiest state by a confused 
dream. This short interval of intellectual slumber 
is of little consequence to a being, who is to aw^ke 
from it into uninterrupted activity and eternal 
day*. 

I am much obliged to you for the very kincl 
anxiety you seem to be under for fear I should not 
be sufficiently attentive to my own interest. I anx 
sure you would not think I really consulted it, if 
I was unnecessarily guilty of an act of wretched 
selfishness. 1 can have no motive at present which 
would justify me to my own inind in purchasing 
an annuity: and, I thank God, there is no great 
reason for me to apprehend that it ever will be 
absolutely necessary. However I do not perplex 
myself with thinking on future schemes of action, 
but will regulate my measures as circumstances 
arise, without forming any resolutions: only your 
friendly concern for me may be satisfied by an as- 

♦ It is a curious and affecting circumstance, that the ami- 
able lady to whom these obserYations were addressed, became 
^lerself an instance of the melancholy infirmity described in 
them. The powers of her understanding failed some time 
before her death, and from that state of mental imbecillity 
she never recovered. But while Mrs. Carter was in town she 
never omitted to visit her every day, though she never had 
the satisfaction of knowing whether her once affectionate and 
still beloved friend^ was sensibly of her pr«ience or not« 

s S surance 
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aurance that I will take all reasonable and proper 
care of myself: and I hope I shall not be tempted 
to do any more; for it is tlicre that the great danger 
usually lies. 

I can easily believe the tranquillizfng efFegt of 
Malvina's bower, of which you draw so charming 
a picture, upon a mind gentle and elegant as your 
own : but I am by no means clear that it would 
have had any influence in checking the cruelties 
of an ambitious usurper, or the intrigues of a crafty 
politician. Remember that Sylla cut down the 
groves of AcademuSj, to supply him with materials^ 
for the siege of Athens. The beauties of nature , 
and of art have little effect on the mind that ii 
destitute of virtue : and wicked and inhuman pas- 
sions deal destruction to every thing which stands 
in their way. 

I hope soon to hear that you are the better for this 
long continuance of delightful summer weather. 1 
long also to hear that all is signed and sealed re- 
lating to the house. Do pray tell Mr. Vesey that 
I love him dearly. Adieu ;. — every happiness at- 
tend you^ 

The pistachio nuts which you gave mej and bid 
me set, pretty creatures,, are come up. 
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LETTER XIV. - 

Deal, Jug.-^S, 1765. 

iNjDEEp, my dear ^Vfrs. :Vesey,, if yoir 
4iti in reality, and not /merely in a drqaui, write 
me three Lettiers, I hare -been most wroi^ully 
(Jefrauded of one of them; which i& the rapre vexr 
atious, beca^use thoMgh a L^ttpr of ypiir'.s,will be 
a priise ,to whoe\^r hits pii^'loio^d it;, I will venture 
to affirm that it cannot be so valuable a treasm^e 
to any one as it wpuld have been to myself. 
. I hope that by this time your heart is perfectly 
at ease abqut Lacjy Primrose, and leaves you (juit^ 
at leisure to. amuse your3plf witti tliose enchanting 
scenes with which your imagination is alwftys filled 
when yoiir mind is* aj em^ 

As I was watering my myrtles aijd i^eranium^the' 
Jother day, in a little court before the house,- I wa^ 
accosted by a beggar. I immediately asked her frpm 
what part of Ireland she came. The woman stared 
iand looked excessively astonished at th^ question, 
but answered, *•' a few miles from Publin." I thei^ 
^,sked her if she knew Lucan; and. on finding $h^ 
4id, I proceeded to enquire who lived there; shQ 
eaid Squire Veset/y and then broke forth into such 
^itoTfent of enconqijiums on the said 'Squire Vesey 

an4 
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and his lady, and another very good lady who 
lived with them (Mrs, Handcock), as rejoiced me 
exceedingly. The woman reiterated her praises, 
and I my copper, till at length she petitioned for 
a shift, li, was very lucky that there happened to 
be one in my drawer, or out of pqrelove tp 'Squire 
Vesey and his lady, there would' have been some 
danger of my partipg with that on my back. She said 
ller name was Carey, or Young ; affirmed she had 
lived in exceeding good credit, and keptan^€house, 
by name, my Lord Kildare's Head. I hop0 this 
shiftless friend of mine w^s not the viery thief that 
stole your Tasso, and repaid you in panegyric, 

I hope part oi the languor which you feel may 
be occasioned by the excessive heat of this summer. 
You reproach nae for saying nothing about my head ; 
hut why should I, as I could tell you nothing that 
would gite you pleasure ? Indeed it has bee^very 
bad ever since I left London; but my spirits arc 
good, and I bear the mortificatiei of an idle insigr 
nificant mannqr of passing my time as well as J 
pan. 
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LETTER XV. 

Deal, Dec, 6, 1765. 

I HAVE too much of your rural enthu- 
siasm hi m^ composition, my dear ]Mrs> Vesey, 
and too nearly resemble you in your hermit state, 
to have iany pretensions for condemning you as 
pastoral-mad. Indeed I am so far from thinking 
it . necessary to check my imagination in this re- 
spect, that I give it free scope, and gladly pursue 
every innocent extravagance to which it directs 
me. There is nothing which so effectually inspirits 
the languor and varies the uniformity of regular 
unbustling life. I heartily pity the people, how- 
ever wise, who are destitute of the pleasures which 
arise from a vivid imagination ; for nothing surely is 
so dull as uncoloured sense ! Among all the faculties 
which different philosophers have chosen for their 
definition of meu; I do not recollect ever to have 
seen imagination assigned for the characterii^tic of 
our species; and yet perhaps there is nothing 
which so indisputably distinguishes the human race 
fix>m other animals as that power, which not con- 
fined by the appearances that offer themselves to 
the senses, nor by the deductions of the under- 
standing, ranges through all the regions of possible 

. existence: 
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existence: which sometimes gives to external obif 
jects a brighter colouring of joy, and a softer shade 
of pielancholy, ^.nd by an inexplicable upion con- 
nects them with the aff Sections of the heart: at 
others, magnifies and varies them till they become 
t»o va^t and too complex for the grasp pf the mind, 
which then most 3ensibly feels the n^ura} great- 
ness of its aims, and the limits of its present c^r 
pacity. You talked of my thinking you mad, an4 
I wjsh you may not conclude me to be so from 
this strange ^rhapsody, injto whiqh I bfive ^)een led 
I know not well how, 

I wish you joy pf Mr. Vei^ey's election, wjii^b 
I can do the more cordially, as he told me Jiis 
being in parliament v^ould qpt l^e d^w igipediment; 
to your coming \o England fis you used to dp. 
You have kindly contrived to render the impossibi- 
lity of yqur being in London this year less painful, by 
saying it is better fof your health ; though it is not 
easy for ypu \o gue^s to wh^t a dpgree J shall 
regret your absence. However I will Ippk for- 
ward to another winter. Wiser people I know, 
condemn this indulgepce pf distant prospects. But; 
one suffers much less by the final . disappointment 
pf cheerful hppcs, than by the perpetual dejection 
of uncertain fears. There can be np hurt in en- 
couraging the pleasure one feels in any particular 
<g?xpectations, if the mind in its general dispositioi^ 

^esign^ 
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resigns its happiness to the care of Providence 
iand is fixed in its desire of ?tcquiescence in everjf 
event 

I will pity you as much as you please for your 
removal from Lucan, where you ipust haye led 9. 
most enviable life. But I suppose it is tiecess^ 
or fit for you to go to Dublin, and one must get 
through this ^' wiorlc-a-day world'^as well jas oi^e 
can. Indeed there are very few conditionii in whid| 
^ long course of solitary repose can be properly in- 
fJulged; as there are hardly any in which, by in- 
tervals, it is not absolutely necessary tp recplleclt 
the scattered powers of the mind, confute the felse 
maxims of the world, and fortify the principles of 
duty- The almost coiistajit effect which a Jong 
pontimied habit, either of society of solitude, has 
or> eveiy (rharacter, is a proof that their vicissitude 
^s best adapted to our moral constitution. A per- 
petual intercourse of mixed society infallibly relaxes 
all the nerves of virtue; ajid a perseverance in the 
contrary ejctreme, gives an uncomplying hardness 
to the temper i^ indifferent thingSt I please my- 
self in thinking what a quantity of wisdotq ^nd 
virtue yqu must haye treasured up in your Jiermlt 
state at Lucan, to fortify you against the tempta* 
jions of Dublm. 

You will not accompany me in my morning 
|r^lks ; yet indeed they are very delightful, and by 

some 
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some means or other I contrive, whether you will 
ox noli to drag you along with me. I rambled 
one morning this week to the top of a hill about 
a, mile and half from the town, by moonlight; and 
ttierejsno describing to you the charming tranquillity 
of the scen^, or it3 effect on my own thoughts* 
I,, cpnsidiered. inyself as enjoying an innoceut and 
miei;ivied superiority over the slum|>ering: world. I 
was not great,, rpjc powerful, nor rich, but I felt. 
great dignity in finding myself awake. I shouMj 
have been inexcusably wicked if I bad not felt 
great thaiikfiilness too, in being awaJcQ to the en- 
joyment of unnumbered blessings, and cheerful: 
speculations. After contemplatii^ all the still 
beauties which ^ l^ndskip received from the soft 
Juatre of the moon, my walk home was enlivened 
by a view of all the spirit and glory of the openings 
day,, and Lh^ud finished my walk jupt aS: the sun 
had (krted ib^ full splendour on the waves. 

If you arje as expeditious in vrriting.as I have 
bjsen, I, may hope, for the pleasure of bearic^g^ 
fro;;n, you befpre I. leave thfe place; if not, your 
letter, will fi^d .me in Clarges 3ti'eet« I .propose 
to set. out fi'om hence aboujt the; 4th of r January, 
to spend a week at Lambeth, and to be in town 
— r-alas, not within reach pf my dew Mrs. Vesey» 
on the 13th. 

1 J-ETTi:!^ 
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LETTER XVI. 

Clarges Street, Jan. IS, 17S6» 

Yqu have always something new to offer, 
ipy dear Mrs. Vesey, but even if you had not, 
every line from you would make me happy, that con-, 
veyed a testimony of your kind remembrance of me. 
It is very true bdeed th^t I seldom meet with so 
enchanting six entertainment a& I always receive 
from your Letters, considered merely in them- 
selves. Yet still the highest, pleasure they give me* 
is derived .frpip, my interest in the. writer, and thi3. 
would; remain even if you should grow as dull as 
a postrrrl^ot tjiat I apprehend this is^at all likely 
to be the case, even if you should live to be as ol4. 
83 yQur intimate friend the Countess of Desmond * 
To be s^rCjOq^ reads in books, and heprs in di^-, 
poijrse^ 21^ great nmny wise positions^ that imagina-., 
tiot> is thejpprtipn of youth: and many profound^ 
pliysical re^-spns are assigned for its decay as we* 
ajlv^^ice in age. All this may in general be very 
true; yet I cannot help thii^king that the change pro- 

♦ ^celebrated old ;lady who. renjembered dancing at a huM 
with Richard the Third, and 4id zii^t die till the reigq of Jame$, 
f;lieRrst. ' ' ' : 

' - ' ceeds 
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i^eeds much oftener from moral, than from physical 
causes. Your iqaaginatipn, for jdltqfnce, is as lively 
and as picturesques now as it could have been at 
eight^n; and for the same reason, that you are as 
little engaged in the turbulenj agitations, the sordid 
principles, and jntere3ted schemes of the world now^ 
as you v7Bve then. — ^These are the Sullen demohs 
which put to flight the fair forms of imagination,' 
and Annihilate the I'efined pleasures,' which* iiever 
subsist but ii) conjunction with'geritfene^S of dispo- 
/sition, and simplfcity of heart. ' : ' ' -f 

Your valley is deKghtful^, and you cannot thiiik 
how much 1 felt myself obliged to you fdr wishing 
me of your 't)artj. ' I agrafe with you as to ihe 
effect such a scene might ha:ye' up6ri' silch* Id vers 
bls are really in lov^; but as iHis is a cirrtimstance 
^hich happens milch less frequently' than the Msse's 
are apt to suppose, a ball-rootn dbes bettei* ifoif siiklt 
talk than an ArCAdiari sditiide. ' I cduld'^not lielp 
regretting tHe disappoihtmeht- of your' ^curtosity, 
vfhich, as cehsprlpus 'as ycfu '^e^ln' td'Uhiril^^ilie, 
I am afraid I aib not liloely to cerfsiird so ttiach las 
it might desetre. Itxie^erved at "great deal, atid I 
am ready to bestow it; if you cltmbered kt any* 
hazard of hurting yourself. 

There can bp no mahnef of doqbt Qf the freqi|ent 
flight of my scraps of paper across St. Geoff's 
Channel, while you gre there to catch them, though 

I shall 
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1 shall be much happier when I can send therif 
from Clarges Street to Bolton Row ! But pray 
take notice, that though I arn as old as a Sibyl, I am 
not so wise, and I hope you will not insist upon my 
composing either verses or oracles. 

How can you regret the want of that indifference 
which would annihilate some of the best dispo- 
sitions of the soul, and so many. of the most ex- 
quisite pleasures of life ! Is it reasonable to wish 
to reject the possession of any real good, merely 
because it may happen not be a perpetuity? 
Through all the various stages of our ^existence, 
our friends are given us to aid our virtue, to 
heighten our enjoyments, and to lessen our cares: 
and with equal regard to our advantage are they 
at several periods removed, to instruct us that our 
hopes of perfect happiness must depend wholly on 
that Friend who Jiever dies, Yet are we never left 
wholly destitute of those objects of inferior atten- 
tion, which are by the constitution of our nature 
so necessary to our support. Amidst the succes- 
sive changes of mortality, all who deserve will 
always find a friend; and whatever we may suffer 
from the absence of those we have lost, there i% 
always sufficient cause for thankfulness in the hap- 
piness which we possess in those who remain. 
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LETTER XVIL 

Clarges Street, Feb. 19, 1766. 

And so, my dear Mrs. Vesey, you repay 
the impatience wi^h which I have been longing to 
hear from you, by telling me at last, that you did 
not " intend to interrupt" me. I know not any 
thing at present that could put me into perfect 
good-humour with you, unless you were to snatch 
the pen out of my hand, and " interrupt" my 
Letter, by making me a visit yourself. The having 
you as near me this winter as the last, is all I 
want to complete every happiness in the power of 
society to bestow. But it is very fit that some- 
thing should always be wanting to make up the 
entire system of felicity. Our enjoyments are 
wisely and kindly adapted to our present condition. 
They are sufficiently dispersed through every 
period of life to cheer our passage through it, and 
to engage our gratitude. They are never so com- 
pletely assembled together as to circumscribe our 
hopes, or withdraw our dependance from Him who 
alone has happiness to bestow, and who has fixed 
it |)eyond the boundaries of varying and uncertain 
life. The tender regret which is felt for any distant 

good. 
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good, is designed for a moral lesson to the hear^ 
and should point its views and animate its progress 
towards that world, from which the pain of separa- 
tion is for ever excluded, and where the sigh of 
absence shall be heard no more. The hopes of 
immortality certainly afford a noble subject of con- 
templation to the elevated faculties and progressive 
powers of the soul : but they ought to be received 
with peculiar gratitude by the social and friendly 
affections of the heart. The vigour and spirit of 
merely intellectual pursuits bear up the mind, and 
in some degree transport it beyond the perception 
of human concerns : but the soft and gentle dispo- 
sitions of our nature exposed to every accident of 
painful sensibility stand in need of perpetual conso- 
lation and support This \u strange kind of talking 
to be transmitted from the metropolis of one great 
kingdom to the metropolis of another;, but it will 
do neither of us any harm. 

I wish you could make good your assertion, thai 
Mrs. Dunbar would steal an hour every evening to 
see me. I have seen her only two afternoons, but 
she has been so good to call on me several tim^ 
of a morning* I have the pleasure of answering 
your question about her health, that it is better this 
winter than the last, and that her looks are as 
angelical as ever. I think you ought to beg my 
pardon for a question which supposes me capable 

<?f 
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yt ertvyhig, you any advantage whatever. Besidci 
I must be very unjust if I could grudgef you Mrs; 
Dunbar^ to whom yO« have so much better a claim 
than I ; as well as very urigrateful, as it is to you 
that 1 am icdcbted fcwr the pleasure of her ao 
quaintance, 

I am flattered by ]Mr. Sbutbwell's * remembrance^ 
as I was by the notice which he took of me at Spa* 
He frighted me exceedingly one evening by venturing 
out of a hot room into a torrent of rain to escort 
me; for he w^as not well, and it seemed to be 
running the hazard of his life. However, as he 
came off unhurt, I am ^ad to mention it, as I 
know not how to repay him so well as by raising 
him in your good opinion ; and I am sure you will 
love him the better for such an instance of attention 
to your friend. 

You gelve me infinite perplexity by the variety of 
your address to Mr. Chambers. It did not at all 
appear whetlier the said Mr. Chambers was two 
men, or only one man divided into two streets; 
and in either case you left me utterly at a loss to 
guess for which of the two men, or for which half 
of the one man, the honour of your note waa 
intended. In despair of any discovery of my own, 
1 left the affair to the sagacity of my messenger, and 

• Afterwards Lord De Cliflford ; father to the present Lord. 

I hope, 
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I hope, by his account, that he delivered your note 
very right 

My Letter was begun two days ago, but I waited 
till I could tell you I had been at your house, which 
I was too ill to do yesterday. I called this morning ; 
and before I received your Letter I had walked out 
of my way twice in the dirt, merely to look at the 
outside of it, and rejoiced in the spruce appearance 
of the door and windows as an earnest of your 
return. 

I have not seen Mrs. Montagu since I begun my 
Letter, so cannot answer your question about the 
author you mention. I shall see her this evening 
at Lady Sophia Egerton's, and will ask her. Mrs. 
Montagu looked better this evening than I ever 
remember, till a feverish cold which confined her 
for a fortnight made her fall away. 

I dined one day with Mrs. J. Pitt. — ^There was 
nobody there but Mrs. Howe, and the party wa» 
extremely cheerful and agreeable. Adieu. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

Clarges Street, Feb. 19, 17^^^ 

You have enjoined me an impracticable 
task, my dear ^ Mrs. Vesey, for I can get no 
admission into your house. — The knocker conveys 
no other welcome to me than the melancholy echo 
of empty rooms, which however is a much less 
unpleasing sound, than if they were to strike me 
with a voice of gay festivity when you are not there, 
I w^as happy too in reflecting that I had nothing to 
lament which would prechide your return, but that 
/ I could look forward with cheerful hope to next 
winter for the pleasure of seeing you. 

To give the utmost possible satisfaction to your 
enquiry about the Letters which you mention, I 

asked Lord L * liimself ; who assured me that 

he had never read them through, and moreover, 
seemed to be very clearly of opinion that he flid not 
write them. — Seriously, you may deny his being 

♦ Probably George Lord Lyttelton, who was intimately 
acquainted with both ladies; but what Letters these were 
which were attributed to him, the £dit<H* does not know. 
Many years afterwards two volumes of Letters were, with equal 
untruth, published in the name of bis son. 
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the author with the fullest certainty. It seems they 
were writ by Lord Corke. 

A weak head and fluttering nerves have obliged 
tne to quit a large jovial company and a heated 
room ; and I am retired to muse, and sip my solitary 
tea in the cool silence of my own apartment, where 
there is nothing to interrupt my conversation with 
you, for which I willingly leave all the philosophers, 
historians and poets on my shelf. — Indeed, if these 
were my only resource for entertainment, I must 
often feel a miserable vacuity : for whatever magni- 
ficent compliments to excuse your ow^i wicked idle- 
ness, you may make about interrupting my reveries, 
they are usually formed 30 much more by my heart 
than by my head, that any intelligence from Lucan, 
instead of interrupting, will only serve to continue 
them with the more force and spirit. 

I am far from pretending to solve your difficulties, 
but let us consider them a little together. " The 
triumphs of bodily strength and agility, mixed with 
savage cruelty," are in truth no picture of our 
species, but properly belong to the beasts of the 
desart : as the " wicked arts of ambition and policy 
in minds exalted by knowledge" are the charac- 
tertstics of demons. But, according to Rousseau's 
system, faut il etre otJt brebis ou mauvais ange ? 
Surely the far greater part of mankind are neither 
the one, nor the other. I agree with you, that if 

T S human 
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human nature, in general, was to be estimated by 
the figure which it too commonly makes in history, 
the consideration would be extremely mortifying. 
But would it be fair to form an idea of the general 
constitution of the elements from the accounts of 
some particular instances of their irregulainty ? The 
earthquake or the storm, which perhaps once in a 
century, lays waste half a province, is transmitted 
to posterity in all the detail of circumstantial de* 
scription ; while the gentle influences of beneficent 
seasons, which for successive years diffuse plenty 
and cheerfulness throughout the globe, pass un- 
recorded and unmarked. It is in the moral as in 
the natural world. The violent passions and per- 
verse principles by which great and striking revolu- 
tions are effected in states and kingdoms, ave the 
chief objects of history, which take no notice of 
the virtues which exalt and ('.mbellish humanity in 
the regular tenour of common life. 

Yet in the most favourable view, there must ever 
be too much reason for your lamentation, that 
\ the noblest gifts of Heaven are perverted." To 
ask why it is so, is to ask in other words, why 
there should be any such thing in the universe as 
an imperfect intelligence furnished with a power ^f 
choice. All created beings must be liable to err : 
in those of the higher classes probably the powers 
ef the understanding are so exalted, that all temp- 
tations 
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tations to ill, compared with the advantages of 
obedience, appear as insignificant as, to our con- 
ceptions, the most trifling toy to an inestimable 
jewel; and thus the choice is, without hesitation, 
determined to good. 

In our terrestrial composition and degenerated 
mature, the solicitations of sense, the violent im- 
pulses of passion, and the madness of extravagant 
wishes, will be continually in motion to seduce And 
hurry the understanding into a false judgment, and 
to pervert the will. Yet infinite wisdom and 
goodness is fully vindicated, when notwithstanding 
all the motives to deviation, such powers and assist-' 
ances are allotted us; as honestly applied and sought 
for, will enable us to fulfil the conditions which are 
required from our frail nature. We are in our 
present state evidently not formed to be cither 
perfectly virtuous or happy ; but merely probationers 
for virtue and for happiness, to which we are 
progressively advancing, if with unremitting dili- 
gence we struggle against our wrong tendencies, and 
use and exert a constant endeavour at unlimited 
improvement, and perpetual approach towards that 
perfection which, when our task is over, will be 
our reward. 

I know not how I have been led on to say more 
than I intended, and I wish I may not have pr6ached 
you fast asleep : but when you throw ^ sqbjcqt in 

my 
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my way, I. am insensibly drawn on to pursue it. I 
am very little qualified to answer your enquiries^ 
I should much rather wish for. such ^ powj&r of 
persuasion as could prevail on you not to raise 
difficulties to ypur own mind by unnecessary curiof 
city. All the truths respectmg our duty are suffi- 
ciently evident and clear; with the rest we have no 
poncem ; and endless speculations about them, serve 
only to withdraw our attention from a more importr 
m^ttastL 



LETTER XIX. 

Clarges Street, Monk 25, 1766. 

It is indeed too certain, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, that I am very little qualified to preach 
from my own example ; but my example neither 
weakens the force of truth, no^* alters the nature of 
things. I acknowledge it to be at least as necessary 
for me to preach to myself, as to ^ou * } ^d th? 

* So argued St Paul, and with similar humility,— /«i^ thai 
hy any means when I hate preached to others, I myself should be 
castaway, I Cor^ ix. 27f • 

mor? 
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moi^e we preach to ourselves, and to each other, 
it IS to be hoped the wiser we may grow. Your 
giving up the case as incurable, I think, arises from 
at v^rohg supposition. We are often, I believe, 
tbo apt to charge upon constitutional distemper, 
tlie disorders which might be alleviated at least by 
a proper exertion of the powers which are allotted 
to Our help. The force of right principles w^ill 
aflways, in some degree, contribute to strengthen? 
the weaknesses of the heart. Though it cannot 
prevent the apprehensions inseparable from insecure 
possession, it will however provide us with conso-' 
Nation under them, and consolation is the very 
remedy we most want in a state to which security 
is denied, and blessing reserved for our reward 
when disappointment is no longer necessary to our 
trial. You and I, my dear friend, owe some of 
our* most exquisite pleasures to strong affections; 
and we must be contented with the proportionable 
share of pain to which they are liable. We shall 
be more than contented ; we shall be thankful for 
it, if it produces that effect on our mind for which 
it is so evidently intended. 

I heartily grieve to think what you must have felt 
from so affecting a scene as that which you describe ; 
but it would have done you more good to write to 
me, than to have fixed your thoughts on an object 
30 very painful. 

Indeed 
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Indeed you may be perfectly easy about my ever 
giving the least hint of any conversation relating 
to your friend, which I could not have done without 
being at once unfaithful tp you and impertinent to 
her. Let your knowledge of her virtues free ypu 
firom any concern about her peace of niind, which, 
by all that I can judge, seems to be founded op a 
rock, which nqt all the attacks of stormy life can 
ever shake. Her character often reminds me of an 
observation in Seneca, which has always struck 
me with a full conviction of its truth, that 
*^ nothing is really great which is not calm and 
gentle." 

Mrg. Montagu is very well, and wishes you 
l^anged, a douceur which probably you might not 
expect, but indeed she expressed it very patheti- 
cally. I believe at that minute she spoke from 
your principle of wishing not to know any body 
worth knowing unless it was possible to see them 
every day. 

I will endeavour to arrange and finish some 
scattered stanzas which I made for you last summer, 
if you will send me a promise that you will not 
ehew nor mention them to any mortal *. There is 

♦ Thii prohibition, however, wits soon withdrawn, for these 
beautiful verses were inserted in the next edition of Mrs, 
Pafter's Ponm^t 

^ kin4 
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a kind of vanity in supposing that you mVi have 
any tempcaiion to do it, but it is a vanity arising 
more from my persuasion of your partiality to the 
writer than from any opinion of the verses, of 
which, to say truth, I have no manner of opinioo 
^t all, either good, bad, or indifferent 

I beg that in your next Letter you will not hustle 
me in a crowd, and then make an excuse that you 
cannot find room to speak to me. Prny take notice 
that Mrs. Howe calls on me almost every day, and 
reform your life and manners accordingly. Thera 
is but little hope of any alteration in mine, for 
after your making me wait so many weeks for your 
last letter, J ^nsw^r it in four days, 



LETTER XX. 

Clarges Street, April 11, 1766. 

Nqw are you not a wretch to write the 
very first post to satisfy your own curiosity, when 
yoi| Qften moke me wait whole weeks in impatient 
expectation of hearing from you? And have I not 

ft fine 
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a fine opportunity of revenging myself? It may be 
so, but I am far enough from designing to make dse 
of it; for never, my dear Mrs. Vesey, shall any 
toch little, arilly, harmless wish of your heart be 
disappairtted as I have the power of gratifying; 
and accordingly I immediately send you the verses,* 
and should be very glad if they better deserved 
your impatience. You will think my imagination 
ftiarvellously fond of sepulchral scenes, which, 
lK)wever-'it'w<:^uld fly with the utmost horror, did 
W)t the perspective extend to happier views. 
' I have at last^t admission intb your house, but 
I '5ee no aKer fiction in it exce{!yt in the outside, and 
the great room below stairs, whi(*h is indeed so 
altered that I should not have known it, and I 
suppose much for the better ; but I have such a 
fond ne s s for any thing that has once been connected 
in my mind with ideas of pleasure, that I could 
not help regretting the change. It grieved me 
to think that I could never mwe in the same situa- 
tion see that solemn opera moon w hich you kindly 
took so much pains to shew me through the green 
cuitain one night, and which formed a picture which 
still remains unfaded in my imagination. Alas, the 
green curtain is now an impenetrable brick wall, 
and' the chimney b as usurped the place oif the 
winddw. * ' 

Mrs, 
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. Mrs. D'O^'ley* and I the otlier night, sitting 
diametrically opposite in a large circle, tacitly 
wished for you, and agreed that you. would have 
thrown a most delightful irregularity into the forou 
We afterwards met atod compared our thought^ 
and I was mortified to find she had so far the advan- 
tage over me as to have fixed the very flower in th^ 
carpet on which you would have stuck your chair* 
I only had you in general full in my view, x 
promised her to write you an account how perfectly 
well our wishes had agreed. 
' t am too #ell persuaded of the justice of all you 
say of Mrs. Handcdck f not to be willing to allow 
an Exception for her; and I heartily wish I could 
express my serise df 'hfeV |merit in an instance 0/ 
n^ore consequence!.' ^ / / -"^ 

♦ Now t>f Curzoi^streetT^Jdow of John D'Oyky, Eiq.* 
and sister to Lady Mendip. Tfais^Lady^ afiectioi^morfrietidshipL 
for, and kind a;Ueptions to, Mrs. Cart£fr, never ce^ised till the 
hour of her deaths And they were returned with equal Tcg^rd^ 
Mrs. Vesey's peculiar art in breaking a circle, and fornung, 
little separate parties for conversation, must be still remeiii- 
bercd with pleasure ty every one who enjoyed ' her ac- 
quaintance. 

t A very exceJlQnt Lady^ J^f^^^Y rela^^id; tp Mr3« Vesey's 
li^'st husband', who always resided with her. 
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LETTER XXL 

Lambeth, May 22, 1766. 

As I am tolerably well to-night, after a 
great deal of head-ache, I will not defer writing any 
longer, though my spirits ar^ very low, as I have 
just parted with Mrs. Montagu, who is to set out 
to-morrow for the north, where she proposes to 
remain for the whole summer, and perhaps the 
autumn. I should see just as little of her if she 
was to spend all that time at Sandleford ; and yet 
there is something in the circumstance of her being 
at so great a distance which renders this separation 
from her particularly affecting to me. I am to 
l^ve London the day after, and go to Lambeth 
Palace, where I shall stay during the absence of 
the Archbishop, who is going on his visitation, and 
I could not resist staying with Mrs. and Miss 
TalbQt, though I long tp get to th^ sea-shore, and 
be fixed in my own little quiqt retreat for the re-^ 
mainder of the year. 

The next I hope will bring me the happiness of 
meeting my scattered friends again in town, and 
make the number quite complete by your arrival in 
Bolton-row. Yet when the hewrt is indulged in 

every 
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ever^ wish which it forms below the stars, how short 
must be its enjoyment! I scarcely recddect any 
passage in antiquity so melancholy as the speech of 
a celebrated orator, who being asked how he did, 
answered, " As well as any one can do who is 
turned of fourscore, and who considers death as 
the greatest of all evils *." Poor Isocrates ! Some 
of the ancients, I think, have censured the. reply 
for the want of philosophical fortitude ; but surely 
it implies rather the want of philosophical pride 
and unfeelingness ; for I cannot help thinking that 
death, when considered without any regard to 
futurity, must have appeared the most dreadful to 
the best and most amiable characters. Such brutes 
as Diogenes and Crates indeed, might treat the 
idea of death very cavalierly ; might throw them- 
selves on the first dunghill and die without regret 
For what motive had they to wish to live? They 
cared for nobody; and the world, which in this 
in3tance is always perfectly just and well-bred^ 
returned the compliment in its full force, and 
nobody cared for them. 

It is not at all wonderful that such philosophers 
as these should preach and practise the utmost 
degree of fortitude with regard to an event' in which 

* See a very different reply to the same question, and which 
forms a striking contrast between Pagan and Christian feelings, 
towards the close of Letter LV. 

they 



am 

they were so little concerned. But a mind adcfrned 
by elegant talents, and a heart attached by gentle 
affections, had too much to lose with indifference. 
The thought of a final separation from every exercise 
of understanding, and frcwi every object of love, 
must have been sufficiently painful to justify the 
most pathetic lamentations. It would, I believe, 
have been impossible for Socrates, with all hi» 
social dispositions, to have parted from his friends^ 
and walked out of life M*ith as much composure as 
if he only quitted them to take a turn in the groves 
of Academus, if he liad not fortified his mind by 
lK)pes full of immortality. 

Your story of the very unhappy mother who lost 
an only child with such aggravating circumstances 
of grief, excessively affected roe. Surely the loss 
of understanding, which will render her insensible 
to such a misfortune, is a great blessing. 

I began this Letter before I left Clarges Street, 
but \^as prevented from .finishing it I came to 
Lambeth yesterday : I am lodged in my favourite 
pait of this venerable old building, and which has 
undergone the fewest modern alterations. My pros- 
pect from one window is a long green court, termi- 
nated by the gateway which forms a fine perplexity 
of arches in all directions. The other side of my 
tower is shaded by tall trees, and through their 
branches I have a view of the Thames which washes 
their roots. As nobody occupies this side of the 
S Palace 
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Palace at present but myself, I have great amuse- 
ment in rambling over it. I think you would be 
delighted with all these long narrow gothic pas- 
sages, which lead one knows not whither. I have 
discovered a little window in one of them, which 
has a view down into the chapel, and I design to 
look through it this evening by moonlight Will 
jK)t you accompany me? — Yes, you shall, whether 
you will or not. For the present, Adieu. 



LETTER XXII. 

Deal, June 20, 1766. 

Nothing could so effectually make jour 
|)eace with me, after such an unmerciful long silence, 
as a representative * which bears your name, though' 
not quite so much as I could wish your resem- 
blance. I owe vou a thousand thanks for this in- 
stance of your affection, which I shall carry with 
me over hill and dale, and converse with at every 
favourite spot. I believe you would have been di- 

* A drawing in crayons of Mrs. Vesey, a very strong like- 
ness, now in the Editor's possession. He has also a small 
cameo, apparently done for her, inscribed Sylphy which may 
perhaps be the representative here alluded to. 

verted 
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verted this afternoon if you had heard the criticisms 
of Mrs. Underdown*, (my chief friend in this 
place, whom I believe you have often heard rae 
mention), and how exactly she pointed out in what 
particulars the face and figure was, and was not 
like, and I think you would have ^adnutt^4:b€r re- 
marks, as a proof that I had drawn a stronger, re* 
semblance of you than the artist. .; 

I obeyed the invitation in your cardr for to-day, 
with as much punctuality, at Deal as in Clarges 
Street, and should have done for Bolton Row. To 
realize this ideal assignation^ and transport myself 
as far as possible; to the cUfFs of Snowden, I took 
my solitary ramble into^^the wildest and most un- 
frequented part of the Volintry that lay within the 
compass of my terrestrial abilities. This is, perhaps, 
a limitation which you do not understand, for you 
Sylphs f who range " the chrystal wilds of air" 
can have but very little notion of the difficulties 
which impede poor wayfaring mortal gentlewomen, 
condemned to trudge up and down the surface of 

♦ A very amiable and excellent lady, whose affection for 
Mrs. Carter began in her childhood, and never ceased till her 
own death. Her only daughter married Mrs. Carter's eldest 
brother. 

t Mrs. Montagu and Mrs, Carter used to term Mrs. Vesey 
the St/lphy from the airy elegance of her fancy, and the flights 
of her imagination, which hardly seemed to belong to a crea- 
ture " of this degraded and degenerate state." 

the 
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«i& far iiitp your element as. I could rea^h without 
Tmigs,, anfl ascending a cliff where all was. unii^-' 
hjabit^d, waste abound me^. and all t^lank oeean bo- 
l^w. — Hjere I sat me down at the cprijer of a little 
Copaie blasted by the sea breezes, and took you out 
of my pocket. The broken irregular scene around 
us, > the tide rolling beneath^ and tiie coast of the 
Opposite kingdom^ which was full in our view, led 
us to converse on that tremendous transformation 
of the deluged world, when the fountains of the 
great deep burst their inclosures, and probably dis- 
joined the solid continent This led me to com- 
pare the present appearance of the natural find 
moral, worlds with their original state J when the 
gay and smiling scenes of uniform beauty in the 
external creation^ were adapted to the internal>v 
calm, and happy temper of the uncorrupted mind* 
But a perpetual course of the gentle action T)f un- 
ruffled elements, apid the unfading bloom of the 
vernal wqrjd, woi^ld lose their influence ort our 
distempered ftBxnp\ which seems to require a mix* 
ture 9f turbul^ce and deformity to awaken the 
Unguid^^powers . of perceptioi;^ md to enable them 
to rec^vc^he gentle impre^ions which are raised 
by the viewrof otdet atiid of beauty. IStor is our 
pleasure more interested in this disposition of thing* 
than, our yirjUie. Objects of vast wxd st^pendouil 
.vox. III. t^ ruin^ 
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fiitU) and iriourhfullristances of our frtiFconditian, 
subdue the niad exceJjsfe of bur pride, caliii thfe 
hurrjr of disordered passports, and sober the ektra- 
vagande of idle wishes.-^lTius the bverthroW of the 
works of ti'rt makeiS; i\s feicken at (he foHy of human* 
schemes; arid the devastations of nature awe us 
by the sense of divine omnipotence* and Justfce* 
To allufe us to this ' nfroral lesson, is perhapis tKe^ 
itason of that strange delight ^'hich the invagina- 
tion feels in the view of objects ^hich in 'them- 
^elve^ are so little fitted to inspire' any pleafsurable 
ideas. ' 

AVhen we had discussed this point, I quitted my 
station, and rambled from one bleak eminence to- 
anothei', till my View was somc\Vhat diversified by 
the appearance of a house which looked rather like 
the mansion of solitary despair, than an abode of 
sbcial life. It was situated in a narrow bottom be- 
tween two high hills^ coveredi with a melancholy 
green. It had a prospect of khe sea in fron^ and 
was shfedted behind by a little dark grove, wbidi 
the crdaking of ill-omcri^d bird's rendered still more; 
disnwd. Not a tree beside 'within view, nor a 
single object of rural 6eauty. We pitied the poor 
joyless tenants of this lonely ab^de^ and left it with 
a new relish for the pleasutes of social life. 
' -I have told you how we past four hours on the 
^lith IWiSland, and tipw'pray tell me i^'feat wtr 
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observecl on the cliffs of Sjiowden : and tell m^j 
moreover, what you were doing in town during that 
jige in which I was wondering what was become of 
yoii. 1 shall be very impatient to hear of your being 
safely arrived. Adieu. 



LETTER XXtll. 

Deal, Juiy 1, 1766. 

It t tad writ to you, my dear JVfrs. 
Vesey, as often as you have been in my thoughts, 
you Would haVe found that a Correspondent at a 
distance might oe just as troublesome as a visitor 
witiiin the length of ia. street Happily for you^ 
However, it is much easier to think than to write, 
Imd my imagination has held many a converSatioor 
with you, for which I have been much the better, 
and you. not at all the worse. But it is impossible 
to doeam on for ever in the world of ideas, and the 
most visionary speculatist must sometimes awake to 
•the cares and solicitudes of real life. In spite of 
all my reveries about you, I remsun unsatisfied, 
and find that I want the confirmation of a testi- 
mony under your own hand atKi seal, to prove ta 
me that you are well and happy, ^and free from that 

IT jj . miserable 
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miserable apprehension, of losing seven or jeight of 
your senses, which haunted you when I left 
London *. When you have, in the first place, in- 
formed me of these particulars, my next subject o( 
curiosity is to know whether you ever think of me J 
for I am not sure that this is necessarily implied in 
my thinking on you. 

I have rambled fiiany b. solitary mile sihceTC saw 
you, in all that rural scenery which so naturally 
tends to sooth the aflfectiims of the heart You arc^ 
twirled round in the Jandango of the world, which 
usuatty jumbles all objects, past, present^ and to 
come, in one general confi^ision of he^^d. After all, 
I will not fight for my system^ nor absolutely deter- 
mine whether people universally think most on their 
friends in town or in ttie country : I am only sure of 
one plain matter of fact, that wherpver I am I very 
often think of yoii, and feelmyself greatly obliged 
to you for furnishing me with a subject so very 
pleasing to my thoughts. 

* From that •< miserable. ^pprfebeosion/' i<^h&*h*Wft» attest 
xeaiized^ Mrs. Ve^^y yf^p Devprfrfe^. Thi^t painAil idea is 
several times referred to in thi5 CprrespoudeaGc.. , It b/ing^ ^ 
mind a similar apprehension of Dean Swift, which he is knowa 
frequently to have expressed, afid^ which ha<f a sipailar tennis 
liation in reality* •. - ' 
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LETTER XXIV. 

. Deal, July 15, 1766, 

Most impatiently haLve'I longed every 
post to receive ^ letter from you, and should have 
been very uneasy, had you not sufficiently accus- 
'tomed me to your idle trials not to wonder. Still I 
cannot resist your desire of hearing from me imme- 
'diately, though a little slow fever has for these last 
two or three days rendered nfie wretchedly unfit, 
and averse to setting about any thing. I am in 
hopes that my having got every body amused 
abroad this afternoon, and being left to the abso- 
lute silence and solitude of my own room, will do 
me more good than lemon draughts. The gaiety of 
that sweet landskip which is 'within view of my 
window, the freshness of the air, and above all the 
perfect repose in which I sit, and the reveries in 
which I indulge my imagination, inspirits the lan- 
^or which any more active circumstances would 
harass to death, - 

' In this situation you will easily believe I am very 
little disposed to wish for a companion, as there 
Hre so very few that could adapt themselves to my 
present state. — And yet I do wish for you. You 
would tune your voice to the languid delicacy of my 
g nerves, 
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nerves, and give a soft colouring to the faint shadows 
of my imagination ; and by engaging the attentbn 
of my heart, ypn would giyo n*B a higher degree 
of life^ without exertion or fatigue. It is well that 
I am addressing myiself to you who will understand 
n;ie ; bqt tQ most people in the ^orld I should seem 
to Ije talking in nay. §1^^, 

I B,m obliged tp jQ}i (pr tb^ |pind ^yip^ j^bput %i 
autiraoriy, I b^ye constantly persevfij?^. in taJ^n|; 
it, fts. I helieye it has in gpneral been of spg^e use 
to nae. It is so undistingi;ishf^ble from ^Cad^ii^% 
that to prevent any body tasting it in any IjuTtful 
quantity, I had labelled the bottle -^ ipore ^aq a 
spoonful, poison/* My maid happened to see it 
on a shelf^ and camp t^ qae latejy v^ith ^ IoqK Q^ 
|he utmost qonstenjiat^on and ter?;pr, and ipost p^ 
thetipally entreated me pot tP take siuph stuff, pr, ijf 
I must take it, to be sure not tp forge^ whpn I h^^^ 
done itj and sw£|.llpw ^ s^cpnd spopnfql. I papiiie^ 
her fears as weU as J could by proij^ising a world of 
caution, At the same tiipe I could not help se- 
cretly reflecting on thp violencp pud rapidity with 
which the generality of mankind hurry on tp the 
absolute and fullest completion pf every circumr 
stance qf hope an4 fear tliat is set before themj 
and that I suppose forms the gre^t diflferepce of in-r 
teliectual character. Tt^^y whose understandings 
are e}(ercised. by thought ai)d .i^bsgry^tipn, trace 

2:5 
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tt^qgs through tb^ir sac?9ssive stage? to probable 
md ^eipote cp^qiieuces- yncultiyate^ mindsf on 
the ^qifiteary p^jcceive no inteo-mediat^ 49S^?^ eithei; 
in Bature or ift actipn^ but pas$ on directly to ex* 
tren}iti|es; and thip discover npfthing in poison^ 
but the idea of irremedjabie an4 instant dieatb*. 

I heartily wisik the tide woyld convey yojii; quijver 
to my walks on the Kentish shore^ I long^ to sea 
all the sportings pf yoar iosi^inatioq a^ Lwjap, and^ 
9ften please myself with the idea that I sl^U sora^ 
lime or other visit you there. Not that it will ever: 
b^ppeg: bjut th^ happiness i%. that it is not in the 
power of co9vid;ipn to annihilate the visions q( 



Mrs. l^pntagut i^ tolerably well> but in a situa^ 
tiofi I bel^eye l)^rtily djsagreeablp to her tastj^ 
Some hours hpw^yer of very exquisite pleasure she 
m«st, ej:ypy in corjyeying re|ief and as^isjtance to the 
djstorfist objcfcta who Ij^ve nothing to hope but from 
her. Tl^ coal mifjp goes o^ prosperously. ^ , 

* In medicine as weU as in food^it is the excess that makci 
the poison. Every, thing that acts violently upon the human 
frame is a poison; and the most beneficial medicine would prove 
fatal if taken in too large quantities, as small doses even of 
aetiive.poispiis, vc^t^\e as. wel} as mineral, are of(;vn admit 
nistered with, safety and success* > 

t. Mrs. Carter's conviction was n^l^t; she nev^r did go, to 
Lucan, 

My 
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My Irish beggar has visited mc again this yeay, 
and talked niie out of a; farther addition to her ward-i 
robe. I expeot to have a regular annual visit from 
her, and feel some vanity in furnishing the single 
instance in wlycb any of her country people ever 
enjoyed an English pension. 

I am very happy in the share which you flatter 
me I possess in Mrs. J. Pitt's partiality. The 
greatet it is, the more I feel myself obliged to you, 
whose friendship "introduced me to her with so niuch 
^dv^r^tage. I always consider every acquisition of 
this sort as one of the real blessings of life. In-- 
deed my thoughts mix so little with the general in-t 
terests, and passions, and pleasures of what is 
called the world, that if it was not for the. spirit of 
my affection for those whom I esteem and love, i^ 
xnind so indolent would fall fast asleep. 

1 was too ill to finish my Letter yesterday, bu^ 
will no longisr delay sending it I am just going tQ 
i^t^ quietly for a little while by the sea side, 

*^ Delia placid^ marina 
Jji frcdc' ^ura f^ respirar,* 

Not that any of the elements are very placid at pre* 
sent, but I hope you have warmer ^uns and calmer 
skies at Lucan. Do pray tell me what you ar? 
(Iping there, w4 sonietimes take me into your solia 

tarjf 
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taiy retreats. Pray, my dear Mrs. Ves^,. Kpp 
yourimaghntl^fQ ^ployed in decorating the banks 
of the IJ%, and it will be the less at leisure Ui 
4i6t(n*K the tranquillity of your heart 
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Deal, Aug. 6, nSe, 

A THOUSAj^p thanjcs to you for your kind 
(soiipern abgut my health. My little fev^r vanished 
iq about a week, yet still I am notwpllj my nerve? 
an^ ii» a wretched s^.te, and njy spirits fluttering 
^xjd low. Yet wbat I feel is rather an absence of 
joy,, thian apy positive addition tp my usual little 
disorders, 



% i . - . ' ■ — r^" 1 fcc| my genial spirits droop, 
My hopes all flat, nature within me seems 
|u all her functioxis nireary of herself/' ' 

Very well-^but I am not blind, nor in prison, nor 
among, heathens, nor betrayed by my friends. If 
people would be just enough to heaven, and kind 
CQOugh to themselves to recollect what they do not 

suffer^ 



^ifffir, ^ would gceaHy; aUeariajbe the scDM of ^^ 
thsy^ia itx^sL It is partumkiiy h99pf. for m« $^ 
present that I am in a situation ivjbidi ^Ua^s me tcr 
pass much of tfaeiddy.alooe. It isi^^^iQuipl^ <^'ft 
duty to contribute as far as may be to the cheerful- 
ness of family society, that I discover nothmg of 
tiie present tanguid stale^ofmyspirits, but talk -as 
usual at the hours when we meet But this exer- 
tion is extremely, p^j;ifu^ tqi me^ sgi4 I always long 
for the repose bf^ solitude^ in which I find myself 
much bet^. tiian when I am obliged to sp^. 
^ti]l I hope that more favourable weather will brace 
my nerves, and that iif I am so happy to meet you 
this year in London, I shall enjoy your society with 
my usual si)irit and pleas*ure. 

In the mean tiine when I am sitting albne on the 
sea-beach, you often enliven the languor of my 
mind, and I send my kindest thoughts to you across 
the ocean. You have no reason to wish at present 
for my presonal appesurance^ tbou£;h it is very pro- 
bable that if my inpl^natiops. we^rcf not fettered by 
external things, I ^qqid/be* sjbfojogjy, tqipflf^ to fly 
to you. Mrs. Montagu I am persuaded would take 

^ sjmm ^oi^^. if ^ t»gyiBS: n$t ffiOcff^.^^^ 

ternqj.tfejogsi fo^, t|) t^ wnjfert^crf Mltlgj Mopjfi, 

feet. I «JiW)t^et tOvJQP. b66*l««. I t^W^ m^ ^ 

post- 



^0$j;;chais^ ; and Mrs. Moctti^uxaijmot g^ to ycju 
|}e?a,i^^ sbQ has a cpajl-nwwB*- Siip is gpn^ ^q^yct^i; 
on ^n eJfc^r^iQn intQ Scotlaud fiaar i^ ivpek. 
^ B^ so gQOjd as tOj tell Mrs.. jpaDdcock tha^ X ^o 
IV^e, the " V^car of Wakefield," and likewise tb^t 
I do not t \fy. which o^^s i^ mj case I hope ]( asp 
BCfiuve of beiflg oif Jjie^ opinioi^u ludeed it l?as ac}- 
xpiralplei things in iit;:( though mht with provoking 
.t^))surditiesf \ at which one should ^o\ be proyok^ 
if tlpi^e book in general h^d not ffe^t m9i:it. A 
si){i^ altej^aUo^ ia the author s plan (night ha.ve fpr* 
aiBh^ I ihifik a v^ useful lesspn* Th^ chjEimc^r 
of Burchell, as it now stands;, is e^tiiiely ^yt of 
pa^re, whether we. suppose him to bp guiq^d, ^y 
good pripcipljes ai^ bad. If the wlljhpf hf d strongly 
^arkfd Ijipjij as. acting by m pripciplci af, alj, eyqi^ 
inst^eeof Jus l^ayioi|r womI^ Ijflive be^ natund; 
for every contradiction and every absurdity is na** 
tural to a humourist; and the satirizing a character 
of all others perhaps the most destructive to tKe 
peace of human society, would have been a very 
instructive performance, r - ' 

I admire the spirit of your polar traveller, and 
shall hope to have a full account of his observa* 
tions heightened and improved by your description. 
One would wish by some enchantment to be trans* 

^ 4s ^ot tb^t also the exact character of its author? 

ported 
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^ported to thQ vie\v^ of Isuch a scene; but I have no 
idea of wishing tblive out of the reach of the sun- 
bean^s. If you are ever a star-gazer, do look upon 
Mars this mottth, for he now makes a most magni- 
ficent appearance, and throws quite a lustre on th^ 
waves. 1 shall look on hiin with the greater plea^ 
^ure on the sea shore, if I fancy you are at the 
same tinie' surveying his splendour oh the banks of 
the lifFy. I thank you for your transcript from 
Fairfax*, whieh is very pretty, but I am so h«Lppy 
to have in my possession some more spirited de- 
scriptions of your own, which ahvays carry the 
stamp of original painting. ' 
I Aditeii I I Wn going to take a walk this afternoon, 
iwhich I hope will gfve me sphits to encounter a 
visit to two or three misses at the end of it. O 
dear, O dear ! how shall I contrive to make talk ! 

* The translajtor of Torquttto T^sso. He was ako aQthoT 
^ some prigi^^l poemf, 
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/ ; ' : LETTER XXVt. . ^ 

• • ' Deal, •-^2/^. so, I76& ' 

v: -.::.;. .:' .'" '. : ;.» . - v/.;, .! > 

. t jHAVE not heaild fi>oin. Mrs.. Montagu? 

sincfc the nttehincholy aqcounfciwiiicli ydu mention, 

W>r can tett in mb».% maiqnertojhe is aflfected by itl 

Iliat sbei.^vili rbe modt^aincerbtyigcicved at thw 

eyeiftt*, Ij^mvery certain.:! but J bn^ noideatbatr 

$bi3 can feel it in tte ^sa^i>^ n^ifioerifis^he loss oft 

Ibfi^t ^Fson t, with i^b^m.i^ p«st sojmany hpur^t 

that she must, for jjoijie ^iipf^ hatfa,t?0en^rieminde<i 

Qfrhim very oftefl .ia^ev^ryi^day., ^Viti^^gdsdtq^ 

general J>pri\ion-an4jth^ hjEgpqsi of the iY9rVl> thep^ 

is^o^ftftljt m^^ gW!S^;er (^iise^foi; her tpfregret the* 

l^ftfQfo^ii8r?«h9 lyast settj«« wA-in thefrf^,.care!gr 

^tfactfulVl¥}gQ^w^of.Jife f>rit!!i]^L^ fwr I>wn9fie of e?-: 

tensiMec.pij}^ ;t^jfi?ln^?i;:,<;l^R/^ iftW: ^ Iw,* 

gnisli8«lAtlie.5fiiwl^^ bip qpMr^^ q^jl^pt^ few pQon. 

tov?g<itigrt$ps}i9fttl^0;/borid4-£^ 0^ ;But( 

th§;^fef^$ <tf<tbe hewrtjaife fliQt cnegylftted by.ger 

ft^cai.cpn«defifttv)nftN ^(4^ 5Li^,5jfesff>pP8ltm«niv<)f 

the «Qth\^&iasj9a p^ a^oiiriajdoiji is n»H5:;h wre eayly; 

* Probably the death of Sir Smaes Macdonald, which hap* 
jjgi^d abroad in tlje jrrec^din^.ii^A*. / ^ , ; . . * 
t LordBath, \ . . 

;,: i «upported| 



aapported, than what touched the tenderness of af- 
fection. I am heartily sorry for the death of this 
extraordinary ydiibg man, whoste- lods must be so 
strongly felt by all with whom he was intimately 
connected. Above all it quite sinks one's spirits to 
think 041 Ihe siituatfon ^ hii jioor mcrtiier *. 

I km gkd you are a star-ga^eir ; my imagination, 
I hestWly thank ^t, often placed you neair tae when 
I am fitting on the beach whene yoii so kindOiy wish 
to he. VVe raty bke many an excursion together 
to the stars, Ihese ctectr autumnal evenings, £ttid 
ehtii'cffyibrgetthe iittiifereet>l*bl^ tmtt between DefiJ 
dtii Ltfcah. Nothing 1^6 irhich Cbnftects the thoughts 
ilh'd isniiisfements of disttot fri^hdis, a^ t taste fdr 
^rii^fefrsai bbj6cts. Ift eVerjr Variety of situatidn, 
Ae* bltte Tifettvens^ kttd <he sun, moon, and >0MrS| 
shine ^^^ Vrorfiinbh Itistte, and forth ft ^oitimm 
siiftjeiQt of dWi^^* anlA ttf cidntem^tetlto, Jidl 
Ikft that^ ftdfii ifcV^ty haturttl ghiVitfltioh lo^arth; 
I somfetirifes i«ish' ^Uld life fac(^iilt^ wto thci 
pfetr4icul«fr SpcMjt^vhith 1 'iHhkWt,^ and '^i* Which f 
afti detertrikied to l^eVe^h&t^bu WouW tft {fteteed; 
Vbu WdiM at tesiit, % thhik, find soril^ atilUdemdM 
ihiibgervingh€l#fa^ the^^Stiefit aWs^^f imltivtttid^ 
have subdued and improved a naturally untractabl^ 

♦ Lady Margaret U9X:ihW^i daii^ttr'td ih^ E^ri o^ tgi 
lintoun* "' '^'"" ^ 

] and 



al6ng the very e9ge of the Pociky cliff, and waving 
hafFvestts are reflected from the surface of the 
o'cean/ ^ri sotteSpot the S'^vage breaks out' jnst 
enough to shevv the original wild feiiafier of thfe 
country. This mjxt appearaifce respects *dniy thV 
parts immediately bordering 6i> the seal All, at 
sbme little yistance from it, is ujiiformly riaht ahd 
beautiful to a liigh degree. 

Do pray, ^riiy dealf iVlrs. Ve^ey, sit dowh and* 
tfeU me a thousand thihgi bf *hi(Jh' ydtarihiquitous 
visitors defraliSed me in your last liettfer. I wiH 
however forgive youi* omission of 9^9, provided thfe 
thoiisandJth gives 'me some information about your 
coming to £hglahd next* yeafi' I' kkow not h6^ 
great your fort^jti^de. may J)e,rb,ut I ani persuaded 
tliat L should, f^ more v^niiy .^ith. knowif^, thafe 
people will ax)ss half a dteen ctmnties (jas Mr$^* 
t)nnbiit vLnd I do about yoii) tfr express their 
wishes and their doubts, tlicir hopes and their feaii' 
about their s^ing and their not seeii^ .qfie, than, it! 
I was the first gediaSj or wo»e the Smt xoff^ei in 
tlie kiilgdotn.- — ]?rom your pri'ofouftd admiratkm of 
a gefnius, and your perfect indifference iaboi^t a 
coronet, you will be violently scandalized at my 
ranging them in the.samie .cjia^s. . But t cannot 
help it; they both "fell under the epMdic^ment o^ 
eternal thmgs, and there is ndthirjig in either df 
" ^ them, 



theo), per se, to make one Ipve the people Ut 
whom they happen to belongs either the Ijjetter ot 
the worse; . , , . 

. And now I am talking qf genius, tavje t tolci 
you, or haye you heard, of a strange quarrel be- 
tween David Hume, and- S. J. Rousseau? Poot^ 
Bousseau to be sure was undone by tKe unmdlested 
repose to which he has been doomed in, England*, 
audit was very fit he should relieve himself fey 
making some bustle, as - nolj^ody was charitable 
enough to disturb- him. Hume is extremely atigry, 
imd wants to print the correspondence, but is ad- 
vised to forbear. Whefi they were together he 
he humoured Housseau like a peevish child, to 
i^hich certainly, he had no^ right unless he could 

"^^ Mrs/Cartdr Seems to' have formed a very just* idea of 
Rotis^eatt^s (^haracterr thotji^ she always refused to read his> - 
Voltaire's^ ot any other .works of a similar tendency; which 
nightt^e said. do,h^r hurt) and could do her no good. 
Perhaps it might be well if other persons whose faith and 
practice were not established upon so firm a foundation aS 
her% had'm^de'a similar resolution*' tlousseau indeed has 
dotae mucb' more hiai^- to soti^ty tban:eith<rr Hume or Yoiiaire 
have dodoi': They lUtad^f^d Christianity, which, even without 
the very; able defenders, it has had, can defend itself ; but 
Ilousseau endeavoured to destroy the boundary between goo<C 
and evil, vice and virtue i aYid *by allowing the fveest scope 
to the passions, without' the imputatton of any guilt to the 
indulg^oe of ttoq, be^ha.*^ confipunded the right and wrqiy 
Qf^qr^ i(»tio{{s, - anid' done incivlcuUbIc onisohief. • 

hare 
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ht^ pleaded the imderstanding of a child in enc^eit 
for ks humours. Natunl infirmities of tempcfr 
are to be treated with tenderness and compassion; 
but when people work up perv^rycae^s into a phi- 
loaopfaioal i^ystem, and contrive to make themselyes 
as troubtesoma a^ they possibly ^an, they foifeit 
all claim to indulgence^ and every enconra^m^t 
tb thmr unreeuKteiabie bumoura is tta injury to M* 
ciefty* 



■ »j* Hw 4**^ ' "< ' i iup i iu w^F»«i#»^wF«4^— WF^^wi 



LETTER XXVit 

I TAKE your case^ itiy dear Mril. Vesey, 
to be ndther more nor less than that of many other 
odd people^ who love their friends exti^^nely well, 
faitt are too laay to give them tiie pleasure of hea^^^ 
ktg it Do not put yourself into a fright about 
the loss of memory. Your present instance was 
only this. You laid it down as a position (w)cked 
croi^ure) tim you could not write to me ^thout 
a frfimk. You comforted yourself with a general 
IKHion &at you liad no frank ; and so if my good 
I^QSiiu^iflsomdgeneralconcttssiQttoftiiechaosoayouir 
touiiu X shelf. 
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^bel/, ha^ not ilirowa the. said. frank . fiill in your 
•,^y€s before you had tia^. to shut Jthem, you would 
;haye gape on for scwne w^eto loftgisr, bemoaning 
.yowr$elf every day most pftthetically. and rhetoricalty 
,tQ Mr&i llandcock, that yoa co«ld not write to Mrs. 
: Carter,, for that,it^ wa^ i^ipoesible to write to 'her 
^withoul a frank, and you did n6t know that you 
.had a frarik in the wjorkk-r-And indeed how. should 
you know it when you had never looked? Alli.^this 
is not want of memory, but the mere sophistry of 
indolence, with which unhappily I am too well ac- 
quainted irotto comprehend all its tricks. 

But you will be angry with me if I do not treat 
your complaii^ of the Ip^&.of jnemory more seri- 
ously. 1 am iriclihed to' believe this defect arises 
frpm the.vxry cause which you seem to think should 
prevent it ; the strength of the afiections, and a 
.constant attaQbment t9 th^ ixiterests^ oflthe heart. 
^' .Waot 0? memocy parobably apisea prinnipalty from 

^;^^nt df attentioii;:' for tilings, are, renjelijbered,. I 
-Wieve, pretty nearly fti propoition bs they are 
felt; which t^iil aecojunt for the force .and exigent 
of this faculty .in yo^iig people. ., To young people 
,every o]pjject, hayvever insignifidant in .itself^ ift 
j^triking. merely. as it is ne:w, itnd whaJever^is strife- 
Jngiseizes a place in the n&emary. in^Qur prjt>gress 

..;tlirough life,, as the char^i.Qf universal, ciu'iosity 
-Alfe>%tes^ w^ ^elqct ainl cpafine; tiie.objppts ftf our/atr 
... * . / i t^ntion,. 
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teiition, and our memory becomes contracted iti a 
proportionable degree. 

The truth of my system is mighty easily |)roved. 
Only banish from your heart its ^tongest g-ffections: 
Annihilate all reveries ott your ' absent friends, and 
amuse yourself no longer with the charming phan- 
toms of a flne imagination ; and I will vetiture to 
engage, that j'ou will soon find your powers of 
local memoiy so wonderfully improved, that when- 
ever you deposit a row of pins or an inch of pack- 
thread, you shall be sure to find them again, a point 
mmmi^ without the least hesitatiori. Now is a 
register for fows of pihs, and isnds of packAread,' 
the important advantage which you would wish to 
purchase in exchaiige for whatever interests the 
heart, ennobles the understanding, or amuses the 
imagination? Certainly not — ^Why then, m^ dear 
^end, let us be contented vrith that limitation of 
human capacity, which does not allow us to crowd 
the scattered emoluments of ^different ages into 
any one : or rather^ let us be thapkful iFor that gra-^ 
cious appointment .iwhich, ttirpugh the sever^il 
stages of mortal existence^ permits us to exchange 
the' less advantages for the greater; thus by pro-' 
gressive steps leading on the attention to nobler 
objects, and raising the mind to bigjier. expecta^: 
tions. . .J 

'-^^ X2 A thou- 



m 

A t%Qus9J^ thinks to yoi^ for making tne bappj 
by your intelligience of Mr. Ves^y's baying named 
his tiffi^ for coming to England. Let ^s look for- 
ward with chei^^ul hope to the pleasures pf our 
3o.ciety nex^ winter Thp varying condition of 
life * doe§ indeed forbid us any nbsolnte dependance 
9n pur ifd^ef^ e^j^pfctatipnaj^yet sorely where na 
present ^npediineipt i^ppef^*s^ it is not r?^t to tor^* 
nient pups^lv^s by conjuring up fdl ttte possibilitief^ 
of dij^ppqintin^t. 

IJpw ^hall I pacify ypnr wratb against me for 
^e ^trocipus ^nonnity erf styling genius ifn carter- 
Tifff? I am ^^ling tc^ allow indeed tb^ it is oo^ 
ijtnck p0 tbp putsi4e of the bead Jike ^ pompons; 
yi5t cm ^e; otbpr bwd> yon will, I ^t^, altow 
that }t i? nq o^yect of cboicCi nor consti|tHt^ any 
par^ pf mpr^ ^bwactprt- P^t you ww^? pre- 
vented 

• Imppflia^ ^c 9^f^ i|?op?f ^m^a^ et fi^^m 

Quae rapit |jOra diem.^ Hor. Ode VI] . Lib. it. 

The difference between the Epicurean and the Christian phi- 
lofophy in the sam^ application of the uncertainty of )iie is 
i^nigrkfthle : the ope^ m^ ^^m iirgiineiit far Ike Qiu<^ymco| 
of pleasure i th^ other fpr \he n^ticq^l ii^l^^r^ of ch^rfvi^ 
and innocent expectation* 

tin thiti definition Mrs. Carter seens to avail herself of th* 
logic of the Porchy with which from hoi intimate acquaintance 
wtlt^ I4>ict«iii9, she might be supposed to be well acquainted. 

^ External 
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vented hftiotapmy frdrti confuting *y asstrtibiS 
tod I am prevented by the head-ache from defend- 
ing it Do. not be m any manner of coricem about 
ine. Tfae head-ache you fenow belongs 16 mc?, e^ 
much as any ^hing external can. 

I cannot compiy with your kijaiictici^ of setfin^ 
my mind to stare in my face, for you know I hat6 
to be stared b£; and conseifueritly I ti^v^ ^fare dt 
.myself, so can gi^^e you no- tfccooht of rty lookS; 



LETTER XX Vlil. 

Turistal, June 20, 1767. 

ft was very mortif^lfi^ W' mie, lliat hi 
t^t test half horn*, when- tJiere were' A ^fetW^arid 
tlhings^ which I wished to sa^ to you; I v^as^tfed ilf 
to be able to $etf aStty thing. I /eg5*ttM Aiy iiot 
being in^a^ capacity to pursue ym Whetf ybfl too^ 

itstt^rnaA aHd' intefti^ pYojAerty i^late tbie oill^ (6 ^hoAf^ tit^ 
other lo the skn^ Now if genms be not a ii)l«»^ quality of 
the soul, it is however much more remotely connected with 
the body : Hn^ if* it be termed a^ faculty of* th^ nmif itiW* it* 
is internal ; and the distinction l^itween t^e mind and thd'sotHT 
ia our present state, u not very easy* ta (Mr uojtiRitOQA 

your 
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your fli^t, which possibly you mi^ do with the - 
more precipitation from the apprehension that if 
you had remained within my jreach, you might 
have been obliged to act oyer a second part of 
that lamentable tragedy to which your vcdubility 
was once condemned by the Duchess of Q. In- 
deed it wa5 prudent in you not to leave me a 
moment for deliberatbn, as I do not think I could 
have cons^tcd to part with you, though I was 
incapable of any other pleasure by your stay, than 
the knowledge that you Mere in the same room. 
How long will it be before I can hope for that plea- 
sure again! 

I aiij at present in a village extremely rural, and 
I believe very pleasant, if my head was not too un- 
comfortable to allpw me to enjoy it. Enjoy it 
however I do, as an agreeably establishment for 
my sifter *, w^o sceips very wqII plea^^^d with it 
It is quite necessary to make one's mind e^y with 
reg£^rd to the sitjiation of others, to b^ persuaded 
of ^ vejy jcertain t^ru^h, that the odd kjqd of ^omc^, 
thing which humiufi creatures ^ubstitut^ ^r h&ppi* 
ness, depends on the particular turn of every indi- 
vidual imagkiation. Some . circumstances indeed 
are universally necessary as a fouqdatioq to the 

f * Mrs. Pennington. Archbishop Seeker's fnendsbip for 
Mrs. Carter had lliduecd him to^re the living of Tunstal i(^' 
htr brother in law Dr^ Pennington. 

4iflferent 
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Ktifferent superstructures which our various tastes 
and inclinations raise : but these are distributed in 
a pretty equal proportion to atl: and the principal 
diffearence in tlie several states of life arises from the 
objects of our own choice. Half the perplexities and 
troubles which we give ourselves and our friends, 
is occasioned by making our own faney the stand-- 
ard by which we determine the condition of 
others. 

I wish you had heard a concert of nightingales to* 
which I was cofiducted by my little prattling 
nephew, who took the utmost cure on tlve road 
that I might not be run over by a horse, or step 
iato a pond. This cai'eful guaixliaa of inine is 
betweerf four and five years old, and such a <x)fni- 
cal sensible little boy, that I believe you would not 
l\ave objected to hk being of the party *. 

I propose to be at Deal on^ Tuesday, and hope, 
tp hear frpoi you soon, J long to* know your 
^emes, for it is by no means a clear poirtt, but 
that in spite of your prepossession for Scarborough, 
jsou may he setting out for Spa. 

* Let the vanity of the Editor be f^ardonc^d foi* the inscrtio . 
of this trifling anecdote. • lie must be proud of every instance 
of the affection of his gpod and revered relation, uliich b<*gaa 
60 early, and never abated till the 'close of her exemplary' 
life. • ' ^ 

."';-, , • ; . • ^ 

' ' LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Deal, June 29, l7€r. 

AiAS ! why coold I not follow yeu, my 
dear Mrs. Vesey, into Kensingtoit Gaitlens, where 
} might have claimed a share of your contempla- 
tions ? I have seldom felt so much impatience at 
that wretched inability of all exertion which I so.^ 
ofkn feql, as when it cfeprived me of that last half 
hour> which for so many months I must n6t hope 
to regain. It would have been quite a sentimental 
luxury to have sat with you under a tree^ and 
treasured up every kind expression which I know 
you would have bestowed on me, to sooth my 
mind during my absence. I am happy however 
itt the kn<Hvledge that you wem sorry to part with 
me, though I was not in a capacity of hearing it. 
This would be a wicked sel^h kind of satisfaction, 
if my own feelings did not convince noe ti:iat the 
very pain of separation fix)m those one lovef, is 
greatly preferable to most of the dull things which 
usually go by the name of pleasure, 

I grieve for your present and harassing situation, 
and long journey to Scarboro^ugb ; but I hope you 
will be benefited by it Perfect health can never 
bt the portage un^ their present form, of" such 

cowti' 
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cofistitutions as pour's and miner Weak ncrvet 
and strong feelings will never be eured by toy 
change of air or water, but the air of paradise, and 
the waters which are bordered by the trees of 
life; where I hope we shall at last enjoy an infi- 
nitely more delightful meeting than we could have 
found in Kensington Gardens : for this will be un- 
alloyed by the prospect of separation, besides the 
innumerable other advantages, of which even your 
imagination can at present form no idea.-^Pray, if 
you do not recollect it, read the last chapter of 
Jlevelations. 

I should very jeyfully ha^ve accepted your ift^ 
vitation to a walk at Ilicb«iond ; but 1 do with 
all my heart renounce your raking supper^r 
Beings 6f your sylphish composition may live withr 
aut sleep, aad think and act without relaxatioaj' 
but my material constitution cannot possibJy aub* 
sist in a state of perpetual vigilancy, 

I question whether you would at present thank 
me for a se^ bree;?e to night, as the heat wUich 
you found so excessive in town^ and which was so^ 
moderate and delightful here, is oow driven avray 
by a cold east wjnd^ Its duration it is ta ba 
hoped will not be long; and when the warnv 
weather returns, you will probably , be sheltered 
:6rop it by the shades, of Winder,, ajod ^nne^ by 
zephyrs fronr the Thames. Write to vm so6vf^ t*(£rtf 

my 
7 
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my thoughts may always kiM>w in what piarlicular 
spot to iiud you. 



LETTER XXX. 

Deal, ^1/^. 28, 17^7- 

Although I had one pacquet travelling 
towards you, my dear Mrs. Vesey, which Mrs. 
Dunbar promised' to convey, I should, according 
to your desire, have immediately dispatched ano- 
ther, to answer your enquiries, and thank you for 
the charming description of your journey, if I had 
Hot been; confined for some days to a close attend- 
ance upo.n my father, who has been very ill. He 
is now well enough to go out, and I am returning 
to my usual trahi de 'cie, settling myself in my 
own apartment, and ready to receive and return 
tJie visits of my absent fiiends. 

I am much obliged to you for your, kind solici- 
tude about my terrifying reveil*. As to liow it 
could happen, the poor creature had been ill for 

♦ The Letter whicfi describes this event first, was not found 
in the collection^* ' 

some 
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same days^ and I feared there was something amiss 
in her head, but had no suspicion of its teing m 
any considerable degree, so took no other precau- 
tion than the having two other servants very near 
her. I thought she was in all respects much 
l)etter the night before, and she did not seem at 
all disordered Between three and four I opened 
i3iy eyes, and saw her with a bandage rowd hor 
head, in a strange undress, ancj juaking a very 
dismal figure, standing with a candla ftt the foot 
of my bed, and talking .absolute disti^actioa.: 
Without lAUch difficulty I prevailed on Jier to quit 
the room, and return to her own. : I. was tluowa 
into less immediate disorder thipi nught . have 
been expected, but felt tlie effect of the surprize 
pretty sti-ongly afterwards ; and indeed she did not 
suffer rae to recover it, as she broke from the other 
servants, and haunted rpe all day; for though I 
soon locked my door, her very approach in the 
passage was sufficiently harassing. The next day 
she grew too optrageous to be suffered about the 
bouse, and was confined to her room. She is at 
length gone away, but was kept here till her 
senses, for the pi^esent at least^ were perfectly 
I'pcpvered. 

'^ O by the mighty theme affected, 
pould 1 but see thy head dissected/* " 

>. 3ay» 
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nys Malilhew to Dick *; dnd riiuch sueh dnotfaef 
friendly kind of wish is yonr's to riie, when yoii 
80 kindly propose to me the amusement iji having 
my cartains Ain^ open by a speetr^. I heartily 
thank yim^ but I want no other donvidtidn than 
what is afforded tne iirom an authority, which^ 
^ided its otbcir cHtims to my submission, solves 
tine d^Kfeulti^ whith upon any other system are 
ioexplicflilAe in the a^peuralnce of things, and more-^ 
4vei* M p^eetly corfe^ofids with the feelings of 
my own hoart-^O but for ^»i^r convictbn I must 
te enabled to gikre a positivd evidence! . If I tras 
to see a whole group of sf>edtre8, I coidd ^ve no 
evidence taoreprntive than what is alreacfy giv^ 
and it is inlpossible £or me to give one of sm:b 
credibility. But this point is decided by him f who 
was intimately acquaioted with the hmtian helurt, 
and aUe to detect ali its fallacies. lade^, my 
de4r firiend, if was I to teU yon I had sden an appa^ 
ritk>n, you would not believe me — ^you woi»)d not 
believe it, even if you at first supposed you had 
sieen one yourself; and in either case ydur doubtd 
might be very reasonable* The testimony of i 
single person, of whatever veracity^ or of what* 

♦ Prior's Alma, 
t Our Saviour, in the parable of the rich Man and Lazarus. 
Jf tkejf hear not Motes and the propheiSf luUker "will they he 
persuaded thgugk one rose from 4he dead. Luke xvi. 31. 

ever 
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fver mn^^ndiRg, in ^ point entirely Qui pf the 
ordinary cfiurse pf thjp^, \s lia^k XQ v^ry ji*8| 
fj^ceptjQO^: fency, distemper, Jgiperfect ftnd ^qui- 
Yocal ftppew^piXJS, h^vp ft «qrprteii)g ppwer of 
impp^itipji, aod tP one or Pth^r qf ibetw you would 
«citbe tli9 gtpiy,'!— But tbe te3tin9Qny of a doaen 
PQTSP^^ $o ^ f^AJt pft§n repeated u of quite anoth^i? 
liod) and carries ail the deippustration that can 
wqyipiiaWy Ve demanded by common sense. If 
you did npt mean to set me a talking on this subject^ 
it will make you take effectual care for the future 
how you compliment your friends by wishing their 
curtains flung open by spectres. 

For the present your servant. I must contem- 
plate that rainbow which is rising put of the sea 
just opposite to my window. The rainbow is* 
vanished, and me void h iotre service till I am 
<?alled off again by a thunder-storm which is now 
growling at a distance* How doubly should X 
fnjpy all this sublime scene if my wishes could 
transport you hither ! 

Since I begun my letter I am made very happy 
by tbe hope which Mrs. Dunbar gives me that I 
shall see her ^Deal. I ^att^r myself a little 
that tbe beauty of this part of the country will 
seduce them from Margate, as the bathing herc^ i^ 
usually at rtie latter part of th« summer very good. 
How coul4 jou sp perversely resiijt th^ temptatioa 

of 
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absolute cure for every evil of body and mind at 
Scarborough, will make me arweud^^ for the loss of 
that pleasure, which I should have felt hi seeing yeni 
here. Adieu* The thunder has msde such feai^lafl 
work in my w^k head, that I am scarcely able to 
get to the end of my paper. Remember you have 
writ me nothing but Notes for thisrage, for which I 
wislx you a most unquiet conscieMe lilt 30U have 
nmde me ample amends. 



LETTER XXXL 

Dc^hSept. 7» ^767^ , 

Before this, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I 
imagine a Letter from me has convinced you, that, 
instead of setting myself to cast up the account of 
debtor and creditor between us, to the great per^ 
plexity of my head, I took the shorter method of 
following the impulse of my heart, and wrote to 
you as soon as I was disengaged from the constant 
attendance to which I was confined 1by my father's 
illness. 

Though I had not the same prepossession in fe- 
vour of Scarborough that you had, L feel disap^ 

pointed 
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pointed that it has done you no good. Let me en- 
'treat yoti, however, to continue the waters w'hile 
you are there, unless you find yourself positively 
the worse for them. . It is a very usual case, I be- 
lieve, in all mineral waters, not to discover any 
good effect at first, so do pray give Scarborough a 
fair trial. I know you are too apt not to give any 
medicine a sufficient time for operating on your con- 
stitution. 

Whatever may be the effect of your journey to 
Scarborough in other respects, I heartily congra- 
tulate you on the happiness you must feel in re- 
flecting on the benefit and comfort which your 
friendly attention has been to Lady Ann Dawson * 
I cannot help thinking you are much bettter quali- 
fied for a companion to her than ybur rfevered 
■ftiehd, who is of a disposition that finds a cure fur 
grief mnidst the. dissipation of a gay party. I d6 
•hot by tliis mean any severe reflection ; to people 
^f quick and violent passions such expedients may 
bq necessary, but a gentle mind requires a very 
different kind of treatment. To such a one all 
noise. and hurry is distraction, and every thing that 
^carries the least appearance of mirth seems a kind 
^f profane insult on the object of '^ts sorrows. 
. ''fcw • .'..■•::' 

•The firs| lady flf the ♦prcstm Viscount Grcmorne. Se« 
her epitaph in the li^t editi9n^f^ Mrs. Carter's Works. 

Your 
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Your scheme of Cveaing excurfiions in your didse^ 
and cottage tea*>drinking;^it seems to be an admW 
table one. The air ba3 an unavoidable effect on 
the spirits, and any amusement which rises no 
higher than sober cheerfulness i3 tlie mo3t likely to 
gain insensibly on the attention. I most sincerely 
wish you good sqcce3S in your endeavours to al- 
leviate the distresses of so amiable a character, 
and of restoring so valuable an example to $o- 
ciety. 

You need not have raised any scruple nbofjit 
talking to me of the sea, from its being a famiHai^ 
acquaintance. All the objects of creation, how^ 
fver the same in themselves, acquire an endless 
variety from their different situations and accompa-* 
Aliments , and your description of ScarboroM^ Cl^ 
has furnished my imagination with a new and veiy 
fine picture. But you made my head giddy by 
leaning over the pale ; I hope it is a strong ono. 
But my comfort is, that Mrs. Handcock i^ with yoiv 
and has too much common sense tp let you risqi^ 
your neck for a prospect, though j/oh tmve notr I 
believe if you were left to yoiffself. Pray ivu 
you looking with so much eames^ess from ^9 U)ff 
of the cliff to thf bottom of the gfjifh ia wpect%' 
tion of seeing the poor Bishop floundering and 
sprawling in the ba^s? Never sa«ly was there 
so perfectly anti-sublime a dignhary 1 

As 
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As you seem to have so laudable an adauration 
of the sea, I would fain flatter myself with the 
possibility of your one day taking a view of '^it from 
Deal. Indeed we have no rocks nor ruins here for 
your amusement, as the awful sublime of our ocean 
is contrasted by a landscape, gay in the brightest 
verdure, and decorated by all the ornaments of 
cultivation ; however, within the distance of a very 
moderate airing you might be entertained with a 
coast as rude, iand with cliffs as high, and with 
sea-birds as screaming, as your heart could wish ; 
and your tea should be made from the water of a 
spring which rises in the middle of the waves *. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar were at this place, and 
seemed as well pleased with its romantic situation 
as I wished them to be. 

I sighed at that part of your Letter which seems 
to leave me no hope of our meeting in town next 
winter. The longer I live the more sensibly I feel 
any suspension of -the society of those I most 

♦ The place alluded to is St. Margaret's Bay, almost di- 
rectly beneath the South Foreland, about five miles from Deal* 
Here is a very powerful spring, which rises at the foot of th^ 
cliff, and in every lide is covered by the sea. As soon as th» 
sea leaves it, it clears itbclf almost immediately from the im- 
purity of the salt water, and becomes perfectly fresh and 
limpid as it runs over the beach. What would this have been 
in the hands of the Rgman foets, had it been found in Italy! 

VOL. m. Y esteem 
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«6teem atid love. But such interruptions in a world 
bounded by seas- and mountains rnust often be mi- 
avoidable. However, I comfort myself that though 
the visible part of me is fettered, my thoughts have 
wings, and wherever you are they w ill take thdr 
flight to you ; do therefore pray make an acquaint- 
ance with some M. P. or otlier, and let me have 
some franks directed for you. It really goes against 
me to make you pay for such trumpery as my 
Letters — not that you will ever be worth a ^roat 
whether I write to you or not, but it would be an 
ease to my own conscience. 



LETTER XXXIL 

Deal, Oct. 19, 1767. 

A THOUSAND thflorks to you for your kind 
sensibility to the anxiety which you so truly guessed 
I must feel frorp the ap[)r€hension of your being on 
the water during these outrageous storms. I had 
begun a Letter to you in tlie midst of one of thena, 
but alas, I soon recollected that I knew not w here 
to direct it, so I was obliged to wait till I could 
receive some intelligence from you. I should have 
been happier to have kno^\ n that you were copi- 

fortably 
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fortobly landed in Ireland, than tbat you Imve stilt 
that wretched trajet upon your spirits ; but as the 
elements have till yesterday been more at peace, I 
hope long before thii a hakyoa sea has safely coin 
veyed you to your port. 

In spite of your reflections on the cowardice with 
which your own tragical exclamatiaw, inspired me 
in the Park, I should be tempted to envy you and 
Mrs. Handcock your passage through Wales, if I 
was not persuaded that your d^u^criptipn ^ave one as 
full and lively an idea of the sublime and teniae 
of your prospects as if I had shared with you ia th«^ 
reality. After so complete, an enjoyment, of the 
vast objects which raise and expand aH the powers 
of the mind in passing through such tracts of wild 
greatness and dreary desolation, your imagination 
is probably by this time glad to repose itself in the 
quiet shades of Lucan, and to indulge all the soft 
melancholy which is inspired by the vi«w. of calm 
autumnal scenes. L figure you to myself contem- 
plating the fading woods, catching the Faint whispers 
of the languid gale, and walking beneath the falling 
leaves, and in these pensive amusements, so con- 
genial to the te^idei^st feeUi^ pf the heart, think- 
ing over all your absent friends. In Htm . society d 
am sure you will not fail tp admit one, who by her 
atfection for you at lesi^t is .entitled to a didtinction 

y S! which 
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which I m«y venture to affirm that very few in s«i 
high a degree can claim. 

' You tliought it unnecessary to ask me tafed for 
you on bidding me farewelL I will not attempt to 
describe what I felt for myself, nor what I shsH 
fed when I am in a situation where I was last year 
so happy as to see you every day. I find, however, 
ft strange melancholy kind of satisfaction in reflect- 
ing, that this is a circumstance of regret in which 
scarcely any one can pretend to rival me, and con- 
sequently scarcely any one can have so real a loss 
l!)y your absence as I shall have. But a time wiH 
eoine when we shall no more be divided by the Irish 
Sea. Meanwhile, 



Tempri i divorai amari, 

O dolcissima arnica, amor piu degno. 

E la Host 'Alma iropari 

Come al Re d^li amanti anoor sia bella. 

Tpsto fia cbe iu 9110 Regno 

Ei ne raccolga : & allor sara comforto 

Del vinto mar coagratularci in porto. 



Before this arrives, however^ I hope we may have 
-in[any a^ comfortable r^twr even in this tempestuous 

world, and endeavour to make ^ach other fitter for 
* abetter,- thfiin either of us is at present* 

" - ' I hope 
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I hope by this time you have the pleasure of 
seeing Mr. Vesey. Tell ine Mhen you write how 
he does, and whether he found more benefit from 
Spa than you did from Scarborough. Adieu ! 



LETTER XXXIIL 

Deal, Nov. 25, irCyJ. 

]Vf«s. DuxcAtt informed me that you 
w-ere safely landed^ and well, which kept me quiet 
from worse apprehensions, and only left me to vex 
at your being so idle. Your Letter last night gave 
me very different impressions, and I shuddered ta 
think on the danger that had threatened me. Alas, 
how insecure are the best of all human enjoyments.! 
•—But we must be content to take the blessings of 
friendship and affection, with the abatement of 
that tax of anxiety which is so wisely imposed on 
them, tiU your " delightful image of death" be- 
-comes a reality, and we wake amidst a society from 
which we shall dread no future separation. In the 
mean time I am happy and thankful for the removal 
of the present danger, and joyfully accept the omen 
of the cheerful hope which you express of our 
meeting next winter. 

By 



326 

By thh time I hope so many calm days have at 
last conveyed Mr, Vescy safely to you. 1 am re* 
joicing in this sullen November sky, as it is ac- 
companied by severe dry cold, which begins to re» 
Jieve me from the miserable state of relaxation 
which I have suffered from the dampness of the 
summer and autumn. 

As you so kindly interest yourself for me, and 
have sonietimes exprest so much regret at my not 
being immoderately rich, 1 have a piece of intelli* 
gerice for you which I am sure will give you plea* 
pure.-— Mr». and Mrs. Pulteney have had the good- 
ness to engage to settle an annuity of a hundred a 
year on me. They have conveyed this favour to 
me in a manner so noble and so delicate, as greatly 
increases the obligation : and I am sure you would 
to the highest degree be charmed with Mr. Pul- 
teney 's Letter * on the occasion, which he wrote 
within a Post or two after the General's death. If 
yoq were upon the spot, you would judge better 
than I can describe to you, how much every -cir- 
cumstance of this affair contributes to encrease its 
value, and how much reason I have in every io^ 
jBtanpe to be happy and thankful for it 



* This and others, relating to this occurrence, are pub- 
lished in the ^* Memoirs of ^lr$. Carter." 
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I propose to be in London early in Jannary ; but 
I hope to hear from you long before I set ont. ' 
Adieu, every good angel guard you 1 



LETTER. XXXIV. 

C largos Street, Jwi. 18, 17^8. 

Your Ixtter, my dear Mrs. Vesey, had 
many a weary step to travel through the snow after 
it had reached Deal, from whence I was de- 
parted before its arrival. After much wandering it 
found me in Clarges Street, where I fixed myself 
last week, after having paid two or three visits in 
my road to town. Aias, why do I not find you 
exercising your genius in decorating the dear blue 
room in Bolton Row, and harassing tlie dull heads 
of poor mortal workmen to realize fairy visions in 
the heart of a metropolis i instead of hearing that 
50U are eage^ed in the mere vulgar task of dis* 
posing wax lights and card tables, at such a dis'^ 
tance. I have nothing at present to regret but the 
not having you within my reach: all my other 
friends are either come, or are coming to town ; 
and I am as happy as any body ought to wish to be 
in jthis " work-a-day world/' It is true, indeed, 

I am 
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I am not quite so rich as you are kindly desirous I 
should be: yet if riches could procure nothing 
better than the things which I see they usually do 
procufe, they are scarcely worth the wish of any 
one who has either a natural turn of head, or social 
aflfections of heart. 

This thought particularly struck me lately, when 
I was paying a visit in a room adorned with the 
utmost profusion of expensive elegance. There 
was no moving to any situation, or turning one's 
eyes to any spot, without being struck by some 
bijou of fancy. After the first slight impression I 
felt myself grow tired and vacant ; and I am per- 
$uaded that if a single wish could have procured 
me the whole set of coUJichets^ I could not have 
induced my mind to form it. Indeed I should as 
soon be tempted to cry for a doll or a coral. It 
would not be prudent in general, perhaps, to own 
myself such an arrant Goth ; but you are accos- 
tomed to my oddities. Nothing seems to m^ more 
fitted to weaken and contract all the noblest powers 
of the soul, than an attention to the elegant trifles 
of minute art, where all is fi^ed and circumscribed, 
and the work of others, and the imagination has^ 
no scope to form any production of its own. Its 
faculties can exert itself only on objects inaccufate 
and undefined, which it paints with its own colours, 
and varies by its own directions into JnnunKrabl*. 

forms 
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forrns. of original composition^ and by an unac- 
countable but delifi^tful sympathy connects its opo^ 
rations with the feelings of the heart I think 1 
know what I mean, and shall be sure I do if you 
understand me. 

Our dear Mrs. Montagu is in charming spirits 
and tolerable health. She bids me tell you that it 
would have been strangely extravagant if Mr. 
Vesey had not taken an empty house, as you are 
possessed of such an admirable art of filling it. 

Lord Lyttelton is tolerably well. Pid I tell you 
before I left Deal that I had been reading his His- 
tory *, and that I was extremely charmed with it? 
You will be glad to hear that his son f behaves at 
present with more decency than he did. 

As ,you were, if any, so very few years in the 
world before me, I do not see any reason why you 
should be stuck so much sooner in the wicker chain 
On the contrary, perhaps, my indolence is much 
more likely to smk into it than your activity. But 
this is a problematical. point which we will discuss 

♦ That of the Life and Reign of K. Henry H. which he 
presented to Mrs. Carter. 

f Afterwards Thomas Lord Lyttelton ; the modern Wharton j 
equally elegant, witty, vain, and profligate: in the morning 
inehiicli#ly, squalid, disgusting, and half-repentant; in the 
eveoingy the delight, the admiration, and the scandal of so« 
ciety: always fearful and superstitious, yet not religious. 

in 
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10 Bolton Row. Be it as it will, let bofli of us 
keep oitt of it as long as ever \ve can ; and let us 
too please ourselves with our little harmless fancies 
of meeting at Lucan, without faroubling our heads 
with the computation of probabilities. 



LETTEK XXXV. 

Cl^rges Street; March 18, 1768. 

As gi-eat a luxury as I have experienced 
this evening in my solitary tea, I would gladly have 
exchanged it, my dear Mrs. Vesey, for a more, 
social entertainment in Bolton Row ; and I would 
have given up my uncontrouled excesses for a 
limited number of cups, and a grave remonstrance 
from Mrs. Handcock's prudence and sobriety, 
between every one of them. I cannot help quitting 
my books, and employing this only afternoon which 
I have spent at home for an age, in writing to yqu, 
notwithstanding your provoking long silence; for 
which however I beg you will understand, in spite 
of all appearances to the contrary, that I am fer 
enough from being in charity with you, 

I fancy 
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I fancy you were not greatly edified by the study 
of Mr. Walpole's * book. There is always some 
degree of entertainment in what he writes, but less 
I think in this than usual, and it is rather more 
peevish and flippant It is great pity that he should 
ever write any thing but Castles of Otranto, in 
which species of composition he is so remarkably 
happy. He would, I think, succeed much betti^ 
as an historian, if he could feel as strong an interest 
in living excellence as in Ae characters of hia own 
creation: and this would nmke him represent a 
Sydney or a Falkland, as beautifully as he has done 
a Theodore and Hippolyta, Would it be too refined 
or uncharitable to attempt to solve this incon- 
sistency, by the supposition that ideal perfection 
may seem to leave an entire liberty to people not 
disposed to regard it : while really ex!isting virtues 
are such awakening and painful calls to imitation^ 
as strongly incline some minds, too lively not to feel 
their force, and too little inclined to yield to it^ to 
make use of every art to stifle and obscure them? 

You will think me out of humour with Mn W -, 

and so I am. His going out of his way to indulge 
a sneering contempt of subjects which, whatever 

♦ Afterwards Earl of prford. It is not quite clear to which 
of his works Mrs. Carter here alludes, but it seems probable 
that it is to his *• Royal and Noble Authors/' first published 
'$t Strawberry HiU in I756, 

may 
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may be his own uoliappy opimon of them^ he knows 
to be held sacred by the greater part of his readers^ 
is (to say ao worse of it) such violation of decency^ 
as gives very just'cause of offeoce. 

Mrs* Montagu fends yoii her love, and hopes 
you have received the gazette which she wrote to 
you some time ago : she bids me add, that after 
having r^aled you with facts, she deigned to have 
sent yoxk$es femiesj nuns qi^eUe ne pense jamais^ 
she. is in such a whirl of engagements.— And for 
that matter so am I, or this Letter, which was 
begun so many days ago, would have been finished 
before now. Miss Talbot's being c<>n6ned with tke 
rheumatism has carried me almost every fnoming 
(Q Lambeth ; and I have bad only just time to dress, 
and sit a little while in quiet idleness to enable me 
to go through my engagements for the. rest of 
the day. 

You love me too well not to be glad to hear that 
L^dy Aim Dawson has been so good to give me 
frequent opportunities of conversing with her : and 
you are too well acquainted with her exalted good- 
ness, not to imagine iiow happy I have been in this 
advantage. I should indeed more sincerely regret 
for you " the loss of two such friends as Lady Ann 
Dawson and Mr^. Dunbar out of Ireland," if I 
did not hope you would have nearly equal opportu- 
nities of meeting them in London. Conversing 

witli 
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^ith them ^eems like getting out of the suffocation 
of the world, and breathing the air of Paradise. 

Mrs. John "Pitt iias not been perfecdy well this 
year ; but, God be thanked, has not b^n SI enoa^ 
in any r^pect to- give you alarm. In spite of a few 
transient disorders in her health, the roses ai^ as 
blooming as evar in her cheeks ; and, in spite of 
the temptali^Bs of the world, the ^rtnes springii^g 
with active spirit in her heart. She has lived a 
^ooddeal at home this winter, and Jtmned delightfiil 
^atoall piarties. Your genius operates in the utter 
conftision of chairs and tables, and the aniiibilatioft 
i)f all circular forms. 

Mrs. Montagu is much too tiiin^ and by no mfeahs 
perfectly well ; but has the same activity and chanii^ 
ing spirits ais li^ual.— She scarcely foi^ived mjr 
^ishhig^M for iie ifmproTement ^f her health tti^ 
could soBftetimes bc^ put t6 sleep* 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Clargcs SMeti Afrii\% 17M. 

Indeed, my dear Mrs, Vesey, I very 
seti^bly feel the kindMss of your quitting aU thcr 
ftmuBihg pictures wbach your imagiqation nt)^ fparm 
iu the mcbiteetiure of a cott^ge^ for the sake of 
giving me the pleasure of a Letter. You do not 
expect me, I hope, to express aAy great com- 
punction for any share I might havi; \^ the diseui*ay 
of your cArd taWes. On the :c!ontrary, if your 
blundering aieortiments put all the good comptmy 
jufficiwtly out of temper with you and with each 
other, to makethfiin fo^swfW all; ^ure :c(Hnmum- 
cation with you, I should viahieapyscjlf ^|;iC|Bed]ngIy 
on contributing to free you from a slavfery, from 
which, by any deliberate effort, you would never 
have resolution enough to free yourself 

I thought the tone of one paragraph in your 

Letter did not seem your own^ even before you 

gave me an intmiation .that it belonged to the 

Sentimental Traveller, whom I neither have read 

nor probably ever shall ; for indeed there is som^* 

» thing shocking in whatever I have heard either of 

* the author, or of his writings* It is the fashion, 

. . . I find, 
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I fiod, to extol him for his benero^eace^ a word so 
wretchedly misapplied, and so often put as a suh- 
jititute ior virtue^ th^t one is quite sick of hearing 
it repeated either by those who have.no ideas at all, 
or by those who have nc^e but such as confound 
^1 differences of right and wrong. Merely to be 
struck by a sudden impulse of compassion at the 
view of an object of distress, is no more benevo- 
lence than it is a fit of the gout, and indeed has a 
nearer relation to the last than the first, Re$l 
benevQlence would never suffer a husband av^d a 
father to neglect and injure those whom the tie^ of 
aature, the order of Providence, and the general 
sense; c^ mankind have entitled to his first regards. 
Yet this unhappy man, by his carelessness and 
extravagance, has left a wife and child to starve *, 
qr to subsist on the precarious bounty of oth^s* 

* Sterne, had died in the beginning of this year 1763, It 
were to be wished that these observations of Mrs. Carter were 
bound up with every edition of his works as a proper antidote 
to their poison. Few writers have done so much mischief to 
the world f for by setting up feeling in oppo&ition to principle, 
«nd casual benevolence as an excuse for the neglect or the 
.breach of positive duty, he has doqc more towards confounding 
the limits of right and wrong than perhaps any other author 
except Rousseau. His descriptions of the power and the effects 
of benevolence are beautiful; but a more ancient writer has 
described it at least as well. See St. Paul';} first Epistl^ to the 
Corinthians, chap, xiiir 

Nor 
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Nor would real benevolence lead a clergyman to 
ramble about the world after objects with whom he 
has no particular connexion, when he might exercise 
the noblest duties of a benevolent heart in a regular 
discharge of his proper function, instead of neglect- 
ing and disgracing it by indecent and btifFo<Mi 
wrings. 

The last has been a most delightful winter, and I 
heartily wish you could have enjoyed it with us, 
but I hope there is no doubt of you for the next^ 
There is no pleasure in this world comparable to 
that which is felt in conversing with those in whose 
principles one has an absolute confidence, and 
whose general conduct so well exemplifies the ex- 
cellence of them. The general dispersion is now 
drawing near. Every separation fix^m an improving 
and amiable society must be felt with a certain 
degree of uneasiness, even when it is unaccompanied 
with any circumstance of distress. But how greatly 
must the regret l?e softened, by reflecting that the 
friends from whom one is separated are, in their 
several situations, all acting on the same plan, and 
all engaged in the same common interest ; all con- 
fiding in the same guidance and protection, and all 
animated by the same immortal hopes.. Such 
reflections in every absence $till preserve the union, 
and ind^d form the only consolation which, amidst 
the various accidents of a changing world, can 
1 reconcile 
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i^ecdricile us to the possibility of meeting ho more 
beneath the sun *. 

I have been confined to my pillow all day, but 
have been dt-lnkirig my solitary tea, and have got 
myself into a tolerable capacity to enjby the evening 
at Mrs. J* Pitt's. Do not you wis^i yourself among 
us ? Or are you better pleased with the society of 
ancient times ; of which I shall hope to hear a very 
particular account in the anecdotes which you have 
promised Mrs. Montagu. 

* Surely the Editor will not be accused of partiality, in 
Jlointiiig out this passage as one of peculiar beauty ; equally 
rlew and original in the thought, atid elegant in the manner of 
expressing it. How unequal to it is the elaborate and justly 
celebrated treatise of Cicero oit the same subject!— ^He 
possessed not indeed the same advantages ; and mere worldly 
friendships miist always want the community of interests, hopes, 
dnd protection, which the Christian religion alfords. With 
such purity of principle and warmth of attachment, it cannot 
seem surprising that Mrs. Carter never lost a friend ; or that 
the aHectiotl which she had once excited should accompanjf 
her to the- tomb. 
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LETTER XXX VII, 

t)eal, June 13, I7ftJt 

If you designed me any share in your 
Letter to Mrs. Montagu, she most iniquitously 
defrauded me of my property, for I never saw it; 
and only heard her read an account of your habit 
ball, without knowing I had any legal right to such 
an entertainment. And so I have been for some 
weeks exceedingly sulky at receiving no jMTOof that 
I ever came into your thoughts. 

I am, as you wished me, returned to Deal^ and 
enjoying the quiet and solitude of the country, as 
much as an aching head will give me leave : for it 
has, ever since I came liome, been in too mucli 
pain to allow me to ramble much beyond the limits^ 
of my own apartment. However, worthless as the 
head is in many respects, if it often prevents my 
going out, it at least entertains me at home. It is 
an admirable picture gallery, and furnishes me with . 
very exact resemblances of all my absent friends, 
whom it sometimes represents in single portraits,^ 
and at others grouped in conversation pieces, and 
in every situation in which I have seen them with 
the most pleasure* 

You 
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You ami I must be of a very discontented dispo- 
skioo if we regret the growing old, while we pre- 
serve this vivid imagination, which is the truest and 
most useful associate of the heart. Indeed they 
both greatly stand in need of the assistance of each 
other. Imagination without sentiment seldom rises 
any higher than painting the figures of still life : 
and sentiment without imagination wants delicacy 
and spirit, and languishes into indifference, except 
in the immediate view of a present object *. I feel 
what I mean, but shall not absolutely insist on your 
seeing it, as I believe from the pain and cloudiness 
of my head, I must appear very embroiiillSe. 

Whatever poetical impressions I might have 
received from the riant and peaceful Arcadian 
scene, which you so beautifully describe, if I had 
been enjoying it t^te-^-tete with you, they would all 
have vanished at the flutter of your three misses. 
Indeed a beauty by profession is a kind of being 

♦ However necessary it may be to guard against feelings 
i^ing admitted ^s a guide in moral action, or a^ a rule of 
duty, of whjc^ it is in reality only the reward, or at most, in 
some cases, the first motive ; still it ought not to be wholly 
extirpated. It should be regulated, not subdued; admitted 
as an aid to piety and virtue, though not the principle from 
which they are produced. For it should be remembered that 
in a ftrture life one great part of our bliss will probably arise 
from the feelings, from the gratification of the higher faculties 
of the &oul in its purified state. 

z 2 much 
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Inuch too hurrying and bruyant not to overset all 
the tranquil ideas of sequestered life, and is support- 
able only in its proper element, a crowded town 
assembly. I have the more malice against these 
Gunnings of your's, for interrupting your Letter 
to me, and defrauding me of at least half a sheet 

How could so strange a fancy come into your 
head as that there was any probability of my being 
drawn to court *, unless it be that among the ten 
thousand people with whom you are acquainted 
you never met with any one so utterly unfit for such 
a situation as I am. When you consider this, it 
may set your conscience at ease for any dislike 
which you feel at sucli an idea. You have more 
need to reproach yourself for saying that people in 
London were too fond of me, which (supposing it 
true) is saying that I fim too happy. Indeqd I 
acknowledge myself to be much more happy than 
I deserve ; but are not you one of the people wlio 
have contributed to make me so, and then take it 
into your head to quarrel with your own work ? 
However, I am sufficiently in charity witli you to 
'rejoice at your going this summer to Dawson 

♦ Probably a reneli'al of the old story of Mrs. Carter's 
having some place at court ofl'ercd to her, of which more is 
mentioned in the Memoirs of her Life, and in some of Miss 
Talbot's Letters. 

Grrovc. 
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Grove. Pray make my very affectionate compli* 
ments tp Lady Ann Dawson. 

Mrs. Dunbar is very busy settling herself at 
Lovell Farm. I hope the disagreeable part of this 
business is nearly over, and that she will soon be 
at leisure to sit down and enjoy all the tranquil 
pleasures to which her mind is so well adapted. 
Mrs. J. Pitt is at Sunning-hill, much improved in 
her health since she left London, probably less from 
drinking the waters than from seeing Miss Pitt 
piuch better than she was in town. 

I inclose you a Letter from Mrs. Montagu, who 
desired me to convey it to you. Her health, I 
thank God, seems to be in a much more comfortable 
state than it has been for some time. It can never 
be very perfect, I fear, while she is harassed by 
so much business ; however, in the country it is 
relieved by fresh air and exercise, and has not the 
additional trial of a town racket. She gives me 
but a poor acqpunt of Mi\ Montagu, whose state 
seems very doubtful. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. and Mrs, 
Pery* at Mrs. J. Pitt's. I think I never saw 
any ipan carry so much sense in his Ipok a^ JVIr^ 
Pery. 

• Mr., afterwards Viscount, Pery, w^ for many ye^fs 
Speaker of the Irish House of Commons, and vyas a particular 
/riend of Mr. Vesey. 
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Peal, 4ifg. 3, 176s. 

A r^ov^ATfdi thWiks to ycKt, hiy destr 
Mi's. Vesey, for the tu^o dMLfmiog dfa^vittgs, ^ith 
which I am inexpressibly (felight€fd, I hope you 
Resigned them for my property, hut it is pretty 
much the S£^me whether you did or not, W I i;ievep 
will restore them, unless Lady Bittghain * ^ill 
render them still more domplete biy the addition of 
your figure j but perhaps yoti mdy procJut? tha^t for 

* La<ly of Sir Chatties Bingham , afterwards Eatl of Lucan, 
This Lady's skill ill drawing and paiitiftg e3tcit^d universal 
adnviration, not less in France than in England. In the former 
kingdom the Editor had an opportunity of witnessing it himself, 
when he was at Paris with Mrs. Montagu in the year 1776, 
and had freqtlently the honour of seeing Lady Binghara and 
her amiable family. The late unfortunate Queen of that? 
unhappy country, then in the full splendour of her power and 
beauty, greatly admired Lady Bingham'fc perfOfmaiKres, and 
honoured her with particular notice, even to friendship, tier 
Majesty gave her indeed a remarkable proof of regard by the 
flattering request, which was of course complied with, that 
Lady Bingham would give her the miniature portraits of h«r 
own children^ painted by herself. 

'me 
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me in sdme other view*. I hope if ever Mr. 
Vesey talked of demolishing this enchanting abode^ 
he meant nothing more by it than merely to give 
you an opportunity for the display of your eloquence 
for its preservation. It is impossible he can be so 
unsentimental, 30 unpoetical, and so anti-romantic, 
as to think seriously of committing so atrocious m 
action against all the powers of imagination and 
against you — ^which all the courts of judicature in 
Europe, that have any degree of true taste, most 
jillow a most sufficient ground of divorce; and it 
is certamly, therefore, very fit that in your stead he 
should take to himself some good, fat, notable 
X'ady Bustle as soon as he has built a four-square 
brick house, with large comely sash windows, for 
Jier reception. 

Your Frencli verses are pretty, but French verses 
can never be either- sentimental or sublime; and 
to mention nothing more, I cannot bear the riom 
ux the last stanza, which might do very well for the 
chateau of Monsieur le Marquis, but the idea does 
not form a proper accompaniment to the solemn 
shades and venerable arches, which you and Lady 
J5inghaw have so well described at Lucan. Will 

• In Mr. Vesey's house in London were a set of views of 
Lucan, from which it appears to be a most delightful place, 
p,boundiug in wild aud picturesque scenery^ 

the 
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the day ever come that I shall visit you there ? If 
it was only to laugh, I should never wish it. One 
may laugh any where, in a regular modern house, 
and \vitli a dull companion; but I should form 
expectations of a much higher entertainment in 
conversing with you amidst Gothic arches and 
ivyed towers. 

When yqu first mentioned the court scheme to 
me, I considered it, as you supposed I should, 
merely as one of the fi^neies formed by your own 
partiality to your friend. But you speak in so strong 
and positive a manner in your last Letter, that I 
begin to be seriously alarmed by a vague object of 
terror, to which I find it difficult to afiix any deter- 
minate idea. Yet surely it is impossible that any 
one who is the least acquainted with me should 
think me qualified for such a part as that which you 
seem to assign. Do pray, my dear Mrs. Vesey, if 
you love me, let me know as explicitly as you can 
whatever information you have picked up on this 
subject; for it will be absolutely cruel in you to 
leave me in the strange perplexity into which your 
obscure intimations have thrown m^. 

Your Letter found me at about twelve miles 
distance from this place, with a friend in the coun- 
try, with whom I spent a week, and it Would have 
been an agreeable excursion if my head would have 
flowed it, I walk more this summer than the last, 

but 
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but my strength is so dependent on the ueather that 
lam often reduced to content myself ^ with sitting 
on the sea-shore, at the distance of a stone's throw 
from my own apartment. 

I admire your conduct with regard to your com- 
pany, and hope they will have the wit to find out, 
that you have chosen the only possible method to 
prevent your growing heartily tired of them. 

I have just heard that Lady Juliana Penn is 
coming to Margate, which is about fourteen miles 
from hence. How vexatious not to give the pre- 
ference to the much finer situation of Deal ! My 
affectionate compliments to Mrs. Handcock: I hope 
she is treasuring up a supply of prudent admonitions 
for me over the tea-table against next winter,— • 
Heaven bless you. — Good night 



LETTER XXXIX. 

- Lambeth Palace, Sept. 2, 17^8. 

Youi^ kind ^nquijies, ipy dear Mrs^ 
Vesey, did not reach me so soon as you intended, 
la^ your Letter went first to Deal, and I did not 

receive 
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receive it here titl yesterday. I am modi obliged 
to you for the concern which you express for my 
friends and rue on the late melancholy c\ent at 
Lambeth *. I scarcely felt my own loss, compared 
with what I suffered from the effect which I knew 
it must have on Mrs. and Miss Talbot, who bad 
spent their whole lives with him, Though I per-, 
fectly well knew Miss Talbot's absolute submission 
in every event, to the divine will, thei'e wa« great 
reason to apprehend thsit hei* weak health might sink 
under the first shock of so sudden an attack ; but 
I thank God, she has been wonderfully supported, 
and I had the coo^fort o( finding tbem both in a 
better state than could have been expected. The 
Archbishop had for many months suffeied constant 
pain, which both himself and his i^ysiciaas took 
for the rheumatism, and there was -no apprehension 
of any danger. You have seen by the papers what 
was tlie i m med i a t e cause of lus death; 1^ survived 
the fracture f only three days. This accident, 
which at first view seemed so grievous a circuni'* 
stance, soon appeje^red to have been a merciful means 

• Part of tbis Letter, conceFning the Archbishop's cha- 
racter, having been published in Mrs. Carter's Memoirs, p« 
27^9 quoito editioin is here omitted. 

t Of his thigh bone, which was become compktely carious, 
and separated of itself without any external violence. See 
Ibe Bishop of loiidon's Life of bimr. . 

of 
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ef freeing bknfrom suffeiidgs vrhidi must haV6 
b^dn ev^ry day inercasing to a terrible degree. 

I kiiQW not how much longer Mrs, and Mm 
Talbot^will continue here j certainly, however, not 
niore than a months and I hope not $o long^ us 
every object within these inelaocholy wg^ls must at 
itvery hour retmdnd them of their losd. The hope 
of beit)g 6f »onie little relief to them keeps up my 
i^pirits amidst theie uncomfortable sceries by which 
I ^m surroofided, The disorder and confusion of 
half unfuraished rooms, Mrhich at every step present 
painful ideas of the dissolution of a £i,mily, lately 
no happily established, you will easily imagine must 
lie extremely affecting. 

Miss TaltK)t b^ some gefil^ral reaiembrance of 
IiQvbg seen you at Batb^ If you admired her in 
lier infency, you wduld hav« been happy, if you 
l^d continued your acqudktanoe^ to find that her 
whole li^ bad €|.nswered etery early promise both 
of her understanding and her character. Her beha* 
viour under the present trial is conformable to every 
other part of her conduct, and M^orthy of the prin- 
ciples by which she has ever been so uniformly 
guided. With the weakest health and the quickest 
sensibility of her loss, she discovers the noblest 
fortitude and the most unrepining resignation, of 
which she gives the best, and, during the ijtruggles 
of recen^ ^rief, the most difficult proof, by con* 

stantly 
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atantly endeavouring to set every remaining bless^* 
ing in the most comfortable and cheerful point of 
view. • 

As soon as, my friends leave this place th^y 
propose to go to Mr, Talbot's, in Surry, till a 
house, which they have taken in Lower Grosvenor- 
BlTG^ti cm be got ready to receive them. As 3o6n 
as they leave Lambeth J return uito Kent I have 
writ to you only on one subject, and indeed my 
present situation will scarcely allow me to fix on 
imy other, but I thought you would be glad to Jcnow 
P§irticujarly hpw we weat on. 

I am sorry to find you are doubtful about going 
to Lady Ann Dawson. I should hope the very 
journey paight do you good, the society infelUbly 
must. Adieu- JjljBm§ipber you giye me hopes of 
l^esuring from you spop. If you write as soon as 
you receive this, your Letter may be directed to me 
ft tl)e Pala^ at Lambeth; if not, to Deal,. 
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LETTER XL. 

Deal, Od. 13, 1768. 

GENTLE gales and halcyon seas convey 
you safely over^ my dear Mrs. Vesey, to the friends 
%vho will so truly rejoice to see you on this side the 
water ! Pray dispatch your affairs as fast as possible^ 
and get yourself ready to come with Lady Ann 
Dawson, for it will be a great comfort to me to 
think you are embarked in the same vessel with hen 
She has goodness enough to save from sinking a 
whole fleet of such poor frail mortals as you and 
I, and I hope we shall both live long enough to 
grow the better by her example. Heaven grant 
our whole society may meet in the same cheerful 
circumstances as we have enjoyed for so many 
winters. I shall regret that so many weeks must 
pass after your arrival in England before I must 
hope to see you, but I shall feel so much pleasure 
in knowing you are within my .reach, that I shall 
still be much the better for your coming, even 
before J. receive any actual benefit from it. Hurry 
over all your ten thousand visits of ceremony and 
eivility, and see and grow tired of all your geniuses 
and all your rational parrots before the middle of 

January, 
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Januafy, that by the time of my ariival you may 
be grown very quiet and very select, and perfectly 
well disposed to give , up tbe things which amuse 
you for the people who love you* 

I did not r^urn to Deal till last week, a§ I could 
not be easy to leave Mrs, and Miss Talbot while 
ttiey remained in that uncomfortable abode, so we 
set out on the same day, and I believe I took my 
everlasting farewell of Lambeth *, I think myself 
lucky in having no acquaintance with the successors* 
It is a very painful circumstance when any rules of 
propriety oblige one to mere common visiting at any 
place where one has been accustomed to converse 
in all the delightful ease of the most intimate friend- 
ship, even in cases where no particularly melancholy 
accident has occasioned the change. If your ima- 
gination kindly wandered with me through Gothic 
scenes, it led you through many a solitary dark 
passage, for the more frequented parts of the house 
are so modernized as to have lost all their ancient 
style ; and by the usual effect of such kind of unna- 
tural alterations, what in its original state would 
have appeared solemn and venerable becomes 

♦ This was not exactly the case, for Mrs. Carter many years 
aftenvards visited Mr&« Moore th.cre, but without &ny kiixi o£ 
intimacy. With Archbishop -Corn wallis (Dx. Seeker's imrac* 
diate successor) Mrs. Carter had no acquaintance, nor with 
Mrs. Cornwallis till she had ceased to reside at Lambeth, 

2 merely 
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merely dull, the only point perhaps ever gained by 
modernizing Gothic buildings. 

I write to you now merely because I know not 
how to refuse any thing you ask, and you wish to 
hear from me before you set out, for I have such 
a miserable head-ache that I can hardly see my 
paper. I am as scrupulous about what is commit*:ed 
to my trust as you are; for though death may 
appear with more bustle and fury in the tempest on 
the Irish Sea, his silent shafts are just as effectual 
on the sheltered shore ; and I have given directions 
to have all my Letters returned to their respective 
writers. 

I should not have suspected you of such an 
unsentimental conclusion : however, perhaps your 
rions may be just as well as the poets' iris; for 
though love may very naturally enter into a train 
of solemn ideas, gallantry, which is all that the 
French mean by it^ wH>ttld iiia;ke a very absurd^ 
motley appearance. 

Be so good, with my love to Mrs. Handcock, to 
desire she will get ready an ample set of prudent 
lectures for my reformation over the tea-table in 
Bolton-row. By way of confutation, I think I 
must prevail on my father to put in execution the 
scheme which I heard him mention yesterday, of 
writing a treatise on the benefits of tea^ by simply 
computing how much he had drunk to the age of 

eighty- 



53^ 

teighty-one *. If he prefixes his picture to it th* 
doge will be complete* 

I had the pleasure of spending an hour with 
Miss Finch I two or three times while I was at 
Lambeth. I left her very busy in preparing for 
the royai masquerade. The King t)f Denmark is 
at liovei* to-day, and most of my family here, 
except myself, are gone to see him. 

Adieu, my dear friend. God send you a safe 
arrival among us. tf you knew the difficulty with 
which I at present write, I am sure you w ould 
think me intitled to have the .earliest account of 
your being landed. Do not forget the' picture which • 
you promised me. The door must be unlocked by 
this time ; if not, if you have any spirit, you will 
break it open. 

• Dr. Carter lived to the age of eighty-seven^ and till he 
was turned of eighty-five, rode on horseback, and followed 
bis favourite diversions of coursing and setting for several 
hours at a time. 

t Now Mrs. Feilding, 
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LETTiER XLL 

Deal, Dec. ^, 17^8. 

Many thanks to you, my dear friend, 
for the conveyance of my billet to Mre. Norman *, 
who has given nae as usual a gracious answer. I 
should before this have acknowledged the favour of 
your first Letter : but the miserable damp weather 
(ot so mtoy successive days has quite overset me^ 

* and ibrougiit back all my feverish and bilious dis« 
orders, fef which I am swallowing lemon and 
wormwood draughts d toute outrance. The day 
which did me tlie most mischief w«.s without wind 
'Or rain, but there wais a close warm damp to a 
d'egree which I seldom remember. There has been 
tio manner of deficiency to complain of since ii 
the article of wind, for every day and night has 
been a tempest, which indeed, with such an immo- 
derate degree of rain, I believe is a very happy 
circumstance f to prevent the stagnation and putre- 

* * in CSafges Street, where Mrs. Catter then lodged. , 
f Especially in 'tbu island, if we may beltetve-the ol4 monMs)^ 

«dfige, Whith >Mbi Cacleff ^eo q\K)ted.; Anglid,«t'»OA ventpsa^ 
Ycnenosa." ' . . ^ 

VOL* 111% A a faction 
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factioni of the water, as well as of ttie liquid in 
human veins. In this country of high soil and 
exposed situation, no great harm I hope is done to 
the fields. Last night two unfortunate ships were 
driven ashore between Deal and Sandwich* The 
wind is changed to day, but that only shifts the 
Storm to another point of the compass ; and the sea 
is so boisterous that no boats can get off to the 
assistance of the poor ship-wrecked people. 

To be sure you bid me think on ^^ my sister 
Chudleigh" in mere malice to mJike me fdel, ashamed 
of a denomination, of wMch in spite of all the wij 
which has biseu levelled a^inst it from Euripides 
to the present time, I never felt aabanaed before;. 
What an anecdote! and.w^at a g^^ius this my 
isister must be * ! ,..).; i .. * .. 

I am glad to hear thM* yPiW disorder went off so 
soon. I do .not think that your neryous visions of 
.has relieft i^i gold, Sec. , aijd , which I suppose were 
imere Grecian, could be h^f so amusing and sublime 

' ' ' '■' * -■ .1 r' ' 2\. . . ' 

• The W4\tov is Igtiafaiit to; what anecdote of ^hi» celebrated 
Lad/s, life this Letter alludes^ Certainly no two characters 
could be more dissimifar thaiV those of Miss Chudlcigh and 
Mrs, Carter* They were not sisters even in the sense whick 
was hero m«anty Usibdng old inmikf for l&JsA Chudlieigh <liad 
^or tnany years' beifore -been Ihe wife of Lord Bristol ; and 
«%m)t ^ix'intmths; altei* this>ivas ^iko marriedito. iheDulceof 
Kingston. ^ . 

r\: , as 
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to a Gc^hie fevei^, which I once had of the same 
tterviJuS kind. This presented me with pointed 
arches, and endleiss perspectives of gi-eat and so- 
lemn arcbitecturei Yet the ehtertainment was 
scar(iely equal to the pain of looking to intermi- 
nable distances, by an effort which tired me to a 
degree that I shall never forget. 



LETTER XLIL 

Clarges Street, Mc^ 3, I769. 

You bid me write> my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
to tell you that I aim very well, and that I wish you 
hanged : but in flat contradiction to both proposi* 
tions> I am qot very well, and I do not wish you 
hanged*— unless it was on one of the boughs of the 
tree which shades ray window, from whence I mij^t 
have pulled you in to drink tea With me this even* 
ing. I know not whether with all my partiality 
for this favourite tree, I might not have exchanged 
St for a walk in the Park,, if some visits in the 
jnorning through these hot dusty streets had not 
tired me beyond all power of exertipn. So I have 
set in indolent contemplation ever since I parted 
with Mrs. Montagu, who is gone to Mrs. J. Pitt's. 

A a a My 
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My diiy. t\iCv^ ycsterdey was exceedingly |)leagaBt } 
iipt a hupacHj^ cre^ttftre to disturb our tfite-a-tfetej 
and tlio ra^7Hig€* of tlie birds, rather gaye. spirit 
than interrruption to tlie cpnvers^lion. Mrs. Pitt 
hrqv^i^,n],e ho0iie a little^ after ^even, and I tbea 
iti^y^eiJibeDe^^i the (Jejight/ul urahrg^ge of the Park. 
to Spring Garden. All this, ai'ter haviiHgJiiCMiJi-* 
fasted in Bolton-row, I hope you will allow ren* 
dcred the day very complete, though it was too 
hurrying from my walk in the mornmg: but I am 
impatient to get all my visits discharged, tliat I 
may be at perfect liberty fioi* the little time yet re- 
maining before the*general dispersion, to enjoy the 
society of my friends. 

,7 1 d^iveWd m well: a^ I could yfour .message to 
Mi^s Mmdtiy ab(iut sending fea^fcthe ma«hjrife,.of 
whicfe I have m> coroprcbeosion, ajod ior which I 
baw no. specific n^nle ;^ inasmuch, afi yowhave der 
scribjRd.it to «ie toi^^r the ^y<^ iid^s^ oi a fun, n 
lcK)kiQg-^as^, ik^^mah^ <rf du^ and cftlwebs, the 
foro^urtJ of a. cottsgp^ tlii^, ori\aJmeipt of a- My* 
drfessr*-ia »h^t « oi^i:* riddl*^, a; pu35d% a coqunr 

. * RamctgCy' tht singing oi birds among the boughs, one of 
the tcfy few French words for which aar language, eopions aa 
it is, has no sfmilar term. It is not in many parts of London 
-wtere this rtf wfl;^e cstn be heard, b^ thfc houses in- AFlingtoft 
•JSli^Mt^, whete Mr«^£itt livedo have gurdetis behind them optSk 
t<3t lh%Gieeu ?aj:li,^a©fl fuJl,<?f^4p>»^ers aijd shriibsjr 
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drum, a something or other utterly incomprehen- 
sible to my understanding. jBut whatever it be, 
^liss Finch promises' to r^um it safely, and I hope 
ypu will receive it with all its contradictory qualifi- 
cations unimpaired, for the world cannot furnish 
«uch another unintelligible curiosity. 

I have heard no new subject' of conversation in 
town since you left it. . Something or othier is said 
in most companies about the masquerade. One 
should not perhaps indulge the habit of moralizing 
-and feeling so deeply on every occasion, but I 
cannot help being affected with some degree of me^- 
lancholy from the reflection that of 300 people 
whose thoughts are engaged on this fruitless sub- 
ject, how many by death, by sickness, or by misi- 
fortune, may be prevented from enjoy iqg the little 
that can be enjoyed from all this waste of idle'pre^ 
paration. The common accidents of life seem to 
strike one with peculiar emoti(»i, whenever they 
interfere with any scheme oqt of the common rou^ 
tine of en^ployments and relaxations. But I am 
conje to the end of my paper, so l^ave the rest of 
my essay for you to finish, 1 hope you will l^^ep 
your resolution of returning McMiday or Tuesday ; 
imd that you are epjoying this fine evening on the 
baQks of the river al fresco. My respects to Lady 
Pfimrose, and best wishes |b|- ber success ftt SoutlMi 
WJpton* 



LETTER XLIIL 

peal, June 3, 17^* 

Sempre n^l tuo camino 
Sempre m avrai vicino. 

And so, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I set sadl 
with you to-morrow, taking / in the sublime Socrar 
tic sense, which allowed no more personal existence 
to the material and visible part of the human com-> 
position, than to the garment that covers it Now 
certainly this speculation is very fine, and likewise 
very true, yet so strong are our prejudices, that 
though this external nothing is the only circum- 
stance beilonging to you, liable to be overturned on 
a precipice, or drowned in the Irish Sea, I should 
feel vei'y ditFerently on any such accident, than if 
it had happened to your respecta.ble crims(Mi furred 

cloak. What strange rambling nonsense am I 

writing, when I meant to assure you of my kindest 
end tenderest wishes for your safe arrival. I know 
not if I had lived in classical times, in compliance 
with your coinmands, how many libations and ode3 
I might have offered up for your smooth passage. 
But as thing? are, I think Christian prayers are so 
xpuch better adapted to so serious a subject as the 
preservation of a friend^ than heathenish scRDg$, 

that 
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Ihat yott must content yourself with thent I fe-^ 
turn Mrs, Montagu s Letter with many thanks ; I 
have since heard several times from her, and my 
last account was, I thank God, more comfortable 
than all the rest. She had had no fever for two 
days, and was mending as fast as she could wish. 

I hope.you will applaud me for running after a 
i^aree-shpw this evening, it was such a one that if I 
ba4 missed this opportunity I must have lived to 
the age of the Countess of Desmond to regain such 
another. You have doubtless by this time disco- 
vered that my raree-show was the transit of Venus. 
The day was clouded and unpromising, but the sun 
shone out in full splendour before the beginning of 
the tr9.nsi!t, and continued bright till it sat; so that 
nothing could be more perfect than our view of this 
fine phenomenon, which I saw through my bro- 
ther's telescope, which magnifies the object fifty 
times. His eyes were so quick that he saw it quite 
distinctly through a common smoaked glass. 
. J Ijave not heard firom Mrs. Dunbar since we 
^w her. I long to know how they all do, and 
what scheme they propose for the summer. It 
would be a great comfort to me to hear that their 
prjjnds had I'cgained some degree of tranquillity. 
Their distress and the ill health of Mrs. Montagu 
fljid Miss Talbot, threw a miserable weight on my 
spirit^ on Jeaying JU)ndop# My accounts from the 

tw(4 
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tivo Iftst are $d much mead^, tbat oij heart beg^ 
to be tolerably at ease about th^m. 

I hope this Letter will find you quietly reposing 
in the shades of Lucan, after the concussion of the 
IV^elch roads and the tossing of the Irish Sea. I 
am sure you will crften think with a tender regret of 
the friends you have left behind : hut let it be 
mixed with the comfortable hope of our all meeting 
again. It is true indeed that the varying conditions 
of life will not suffer us to depend on the fairest 
prospects which present themselves within the limits 
of mortality. From human weakness this reflection 
must sometimes soften our minds into a pensive me- 
lancholy : but it can never become gloomy or un- 
happy while we are in possession of those princi- 
ples, which secure us again3t th< horrors of a final 
separation from those we love, 

I beg my affectionate love to Mrs. Handcock ; I 
hope she succeeded in her unwearied endeavours to 
rescue the poor little innocent mouse from the claws 
of the JVilkite cat, and has taken it with her to Ire- 
land. Every blessing attend^ you, and pray let me 
hear from you soon. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

Deal, June 20, 176^. 

Your Letter, my dear Mrs. Vesey, made 
me as happy as I could be in any account of your 
being safe and well at such a distance, I rejoiced 
in your having so delightful a voyage, ias I would 
wish to have the trajet which is so necessary to 
^nyey yoq to your friends in England, appear to 
your imagination as little formidable as possible. 

Long before this I hppe the arrival of the paquet 
has set ypmr heart at ease. I wrote to you by a 
kind of sympathy on the very day on which your 
Letter from Conway was dated, which I did not 
receive till five days after. Mrs. Montagu has pro- 
bably writ to you herself; but as one is not apt to 
be tired with the repetition of good news, I will 
just mention that by a Letter from her, which I 
received very lately, she seemed perfectly well and 
in good spirits, except a few sentimental lamenta- 
tions on the solitary appearance of London by the 
flight of so many of her friends. She was uncer- 
tain as to the time of her stay there; she is to go 
Jo Sunning-hill this summer, and invites n>e to be 
©f the party : but I cannot quit my post here. 

I do 



I do not think from your description that your 
imagination could be greatly amused by the view of 
N — . A profusion of damask and gilding may 
perhaps be thought a proper artifice to conceal the 
want of natural beauties in a crowded town : hut 
surely it has a wretched effect when contrasted with 
sunshine and verdure, and all the vivid glow of ve- 
getable colouring. Fancy b a iperc fiqe lady ; and 
her whimsical decorations aho^ld be cgnfined to 
fashionable places, JBut tJi{5 iscenes of rural r^tire-r 
inent are tlie range of imagination^ whose niagic 
powers should be exerted in such operations as help 
to lead the mind out of the usual routine of common 
^nd popular life. 

Your unexpected rencontre of your friends at 
Birmingham would have been a delightful inpident 
in your journey, if you could have seen them as 
happy as they were some months ago. But alas, 
1{, fear you must have felt more paiq than pleasure 
from the sight of thepi, it^ thpir present mdaar 
choly situation. It gaye me great joy to hear that 
tlie dear girls looks are so much mended. Mfiy 
God continue to them the blessingjs wh^cl^ are still 
left them. 

I am not in spirits at present, . I have just lost ^ 
relation, whom, though sl^ejliyed till near seventy^ 
^nd prpbably by her death prevented the misforjune 
of total Ijlindness, I cannot bdp regretting. Bu| 
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it is very happ^ for our virtue that the conadera^ 
jtiona which convince our reason, have sometimes 
very little effect upon our feelings. In a mere view 
^f such scenes as that in which I have for some 
days been engaged, the mind is awed to serious* 
pess, and the heart softened to every tender sense 
of human misery and weakness, and in this temper 
it is more fi|lly prepared to grgw wiser wd better^ 
than by all the fine speculation)} of philosophical ar- 
guments* * 

You ask me how you shall quiet your painful ap- 
prehensions. They are certainly unavoidable to 
every affectionate heart, in a world liable to hourly 
vicissitudes. But though they do not admit of a 
curp, and it is better for us that they do not, there 
is a remedy that will enable us to support them with 
patience, and which will alleviate our present suf- 
ferings by future hope. 

I t^eg my kind love to Mts. Handcock, in spite 
of the literal accounfthat she is disposed to give of 
your adventures, and by that means to spoil the 
fine romantic stoi7 that your imagiSbtion would 
raise from them. You had a lucky escape, that 
1^6 good people of B^Migor did not swim you for a 
i¥itcb| when yQ^ were in such a conjuring atti* 
tude: apd you are so little qualified for sinking, 
ttb^t the proofs against you would have been terribly 

Adieu ! 
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Adieu ! my dear Mrs. Vesey, I have as usuil 
imswered your Letter within the week after I had 
received it^ I hope yon will in some tolerable de*- 
gree follow my example, though you are too Idle t<> 
do it s^sdutely. Tell ipe how you do, ^ttd what 
you do, at»d when you are doing nothing but fol- 
lowing your reverie by $unset, or moon light, thinli; 
iSometimes of your most affectionate, ^c. 



3LETTER XLV. 

Deal, J}ily 28, l/fip- 

T»E long experien66 of your being a very 
idle Correspondent, happily prevented me, ray deai* 
Mrs. Vesey, from alarming myselif by assigning 
any worse reason for your Icmg silence : but your 
Letter last night accounts fOf it in a way that I 
heartily grieye t6 find, and which would terrify me 
h^d not you given me the comfort of knowing that 
your cou^ is a great deal better. You will give 
me a pi'oof that you do not love me so* well as I am 
willing to believe you do, if you do not very, t^ry 
60on, write me wordlidw you go on. Consider 
the distance between us, and how many days I must 
' be 
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he in an*iety about you, supposing you to wrife im- 
mediately on the receipt of this. 

Our dear Mrs. Montagu seems, I thank God, to 
have tolerably well recovered her illness, and loofcsy 
I think, not altered jby it, though I believe she lios 
not yet regained her strength and usual spirits- 
By my naming her looks, you may possibly think I 
am talking in my sleep : and indeed the sight I had 
of her seemed tran^eot as a pleasmg dream. She 
has been in Kent, erfifd ^ made me happy by cottiing 
to Deal, but could stay only One night. Yet this 
visit, short as it was, did me good : for there is no 
describing what an^ uncomfortable impression re- 
mained on my mind from my having left London 
without i^eeing her. I hope sooh to have the hap- 
piness of spending many deliglltful hours with her 
at Sunning Hill. She had several times in her 
Letters proposed this scheme to me, but from t)ie 
conviction that it was unreasonable for me to raimble 
^ain so soon> I had constantly refiised it,, and 
thought ^e had admitted my plea. But without 
mentioning her intention to me> when she was here, 
f he engaged my father and all my family on her 
side of the question. As I am perfectly innocent 
of contributing in the least degree to bring about 
tiii§ event, I may with a ^safe conscience enjoy i^ 
^bich I accordingly do, and shall be very glad 
when I can set out, hut when that will be I cannot 

exactly 
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Exactly telli as it doei oot depeud on my o^it 
wishes. 

For this last fortnight 1 havfe beeii in a state of 
almost ab&olute solitude ; my father and the rest of 
my family and friends in this place have all been 
absent on different excursions at the same time^; 
As I hope their respective schetnes would do theni 
all good, I could have found sufficient amusement 
from a variety of playthings, if I had been well 
enough to play > but indeed nay heuid has not al- 
lowed me many active d^ys : so that my solitude 
has been little more than the mere repose of lan- 
guid health. In such a state I have reason. to be 
thankful that when I am not well enough to ramble 
out and enjoy the,country abroad, I have sto light 
and riant a situation at home. I am spending this 
afternoon in great luxury, in spite. of a feveriah 
head*ache : drinking tea out erf Mrs. IlandcQck s 
white, tea-pot, and taking snuff out of the sweet 
pretty snuff-box that you. gave me, and thinking 
with tenderness and gratitude an 41 your kiftdn^ess 
for, n^. To aid this sentimentf^: disposition, the 
be$.utifnl landscape \nthm , my view from, om 
window; and the sea from the other, are tinctured 
with the soft melancholy, coloi^rii^g of a . rainbow 
light. How do I wish ypu were bere to enjoy ijt 
with mey instead of my talking to you without an 
answer. What ft. delightfully painful conversatipn 

... .J could 
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tould we hol^onthe subject of deaii* Lady AtiM 
Dawson, in which we should so perfectly agree, ai 
youf enthusiasm cannot exceed mine, though I had 
not the happiness of passing so many inestimable 
hours with her as you did. Yet short as my ac-^ 
quaintance was, it has fixed an impression on my 
mind which I hope never wiU be obliterated, thoi^h 
it is accompanied with a painfiil feeling of the dis* 
appomtment of those hopes oi the enjoyment ' of 
her friendship which she had so kindly. encouraged, 
and on which I had so earnestly set my heart: 
Heaven grant that the influence of her example 
may contribute to fit me for their accomplishment 
-where, they will be liable to no disappointment ! I 
am much obliged to you for making me happy by 
the account of my having a share in her heart, on 
which I set a value proportionable to my venerar 
lion and affection for her memory. Be so good as 
to priesei^ my kind compliments to: Mrs. Henry 
when you see her, I hope she has not laid aside 
her intention of coming to England, where I shall 
be very happy in any opportunity she will allow me 
of renewing my acquaintance with her. — I exceed- 
ingly approve your design of getting her to write 
down all the particulars you mention, in which I 
have a strong self-interest, as I know you will not 
deny me: an opportunity of improving by them. — • 
Can it be possible, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that with 
■* to 



io noble ad efithusiasm for the excellencSe 6t deaf 
Lady .Anne's character, you should not feel tixe 
evidence of those divine principles which raised 
her to so exalted a pitch of virtue? Such a living 
original carries a conviddon beyond whole volumes 
of speculative arguments. Few indeed, very few 
can hope to arrive at siich a degree (tf* perfection} 
perfection almost angelip: but all, by the same 
means, may acquii« enough to render them good 
and happy in proportion to the various situations 
and opportunities assigned them. 

Since I began this Letter I have heard from 
Mrs. Montagu, dated from Reading, on her road 
to Sunning Hill, where I hope in about ten days to 
follow her. I have had a Letter lately from ixox 
dear Mrs. J. Pitt, which is the first that I have re* 
ceived from her since the mclmwiholy event of last 
spring. She gives me the comfort of saying she is 
in health and tolerable spiiits, and expi^&ses her- 
self on the subject of her loss with so ^ much true 
piety and resignation, and good sense^vaa oofhing 
but a superior assistance could insptreji when one 
considers her very strong affection fop her chil* 
dren. 

I only saw the Cambridge Ode in a newspaper^ 
and have forgot, all about Chatillon* I thought 
there were some fine stanzas in it : but in- general 
it seemed to me to be the effort of a witerstrug^ 

3 gling 
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^ling under the necessity of saying something to a 
patron, and conscious how little cbi^ld with truth be 
sa4d. But. perhaps this may be mere refining. 
Upon ttie whole 1 was vexed and firetted at such an 
application of Mr. Gra/a genius, whom I wishpd 
to have n^ore grace than the University Jiaye shewn 
in their scandalous choiqe. Ti^ough he is pauch 
more excusable than they ar«. lyfy complim^ts^ 
pray) to Mnand Mrs. Perry. I too long to pa^ 
youavisit^ ma quando §ara ! ; .. ^ ;. 

' ' • ' ' , ^ * • ' i. '* 
■ i>' ; -^ t ' '! O i * . ' * 1 < ' ■ * ' ' M M . I' tr ]Hj |. Ml , f • ■ 
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letter' :^LVI. . 

SunniBg Hill, Aiag. fiS, 1769. 

I AM quite impatient, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, to thank you for the pleasure, which 1 re- . 
ceived fi'om your Letter this morning. I am 
heartily rejoiced to find you are.f^eed from the 
troublesome and alarming consequetices of your 
cough. 

I, came here about ten days ago, and found oyr 
clear Mrs. Montagu, thopgh not so well a^ I coul4 
wish, yet better than she had been, and she begins 
to find a good effect from * the wateri^, which will, 
I hope, establish her health to such a clegree a^ 
^ voju III* B b her 
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her constitution will admit of, which must, ala^^^ 
at the very bqst be liable to very frequent return 
of disorders. I have the same limited expecta- 
tions for njyself, for my nerves seepi beyond th^ 
power of any waters to meliorate. , I am making 
a trial of this sprmg, ^nd so far as I have gone^ 
spem to be the bette^r for them, though I feair it is 
only temporary. !^Iow delightful it would be if you 
could make the trial with us. We should at least 
be sure to be the1)etter for ^ach ofher^s company, 
and indeed there is great probability that these 
waters might do yqu good. 

-- - This countr y is a perfect new scene to me; and 
so far as 1 have travelled over it^ appears very 
delightful ; we have not y^t n^de m^ny excursions, 
as Mrs. Montagu went for some days to Sandleford, 
and I remained here to go on with the waters. 
As Mrs. Dunbar went to town about the same 
time, I was in a state of perfect solitude, and 
rambled, witliout any companion but my own reve- 
ries, bverthese wild heaths all day long. . There are 
few things that I ever niore earnestly wished than 
that some lucky event or other might convey me 
to spend some time at this spot, which is placed 
within reach of so many of the friends whom I so 
highly esteeiii and love. But what are the wishes 
that are placed on objects that are perpetually 
exposed to the disapjpointing accidents of this 
' , varying 
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vwying world! At tbis vei^spot I'liow pn. But 
where ar« the delightfol, ideas on \\hidi \wy m\nd\ 
used to dw€;ll withsQ much pl^eauiie ! Dear Lady 
Aflne D»w«on, from^wl^qsi^ conv^e^Batfon q.nd ex- 
ample I hoped to hav^ deriv^ auch iessons of pure . 
and es^alted vi^tufijis ftown to, hpav^: our ami^ . 
able friends Mrs. Dunt^ wd-Mrs., J. Pitt have , 
no); recovered the s^nl^iuteri^ptioa of tlieir doDpe^tic > 
comforts ; Lady^ Jfuli^^ Pepp aad Mi»,s Fre^in^ * 
wjw) had . expres5^;|o ^ much , kind, fkn(^ eordial plea- 
sure in the pri>sp(^ of l^y y^i^nag ^f^i at Stol^e^ .. 
ar£ engaged inrA:^c^Q^.of dee^, disi^esjs by a very t ; 
daiigeipu8 illBepi^:,<)f ]yi^, Pfinn, who has had a 
vej-y violei)); paraljfli^ aittack, ftd^ whid> there ;Gaii j 
be ^it jiqi^pll l^p^ gf hb Fi^CPyay. ^ You will easily > 
beUeve;thatX50i^iBpJ^tipn^.libetb^e .throw a me- > 

lagcholy clpii4;^v^r W.l*^'^^y.^*^l^% ^ indeed 
they raise many a secret sigh in the i33QSt cheerful 
society J though it ^f ori^y^vbile I am writing Jtoj^ 
that I have once expressed the feelings, of my hcaxtt 
Do i)Qt, imagine that by this I, indulge, any repining . 
or ; discontent I hope I' am deeply sensjble, of 
the very many unmerited blessings 1 enjoy, and 

-• Now ViscanntwiCremorne; a lady<«ilibnTth« iiilcrabsii^ \ 
inttattcy of ^ery yeur tooted liiorestrqii^y hi the wafaKst aiee«^ 
tions o£ Mis. Carter's lieart^ aud £ur whom her esteem eifualM 
her k)ve. 

n , - B b 3 am 
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am particularly thartkfol for the Wntiniiance of the 
dear frifend wW %hom I tfm. But humati hap- 
piness, when placed on the enjoyments arising 
from social cdhnetelidns below the'^tars, cah' never 
be complete. The peoplfe of the world, who follow 
eveiy idle fancy of 'th^r 'heads, are usually pretfy 
secure of acquiring their aim, ^ onfe bauble can 
so easily be replaced 6y am^hcfr*. Can it be 
supposed that * while the c6n*ractcd and trifling 
schemes of selfishness and of folly are attended 
with success, the fenlarged and generous views of 
social love should end in ditoppoiatment and im^ 
perfection ! Surely he who i^laHted all' the bene- 
volent aflfections of the sool, triH reward every ' 
virtuous exertion of them, in a state" where the 
present mutual paiticipation of suffering will be 
converted intx> a common enjoyment of uninterrupted 
and immortal happiness. ^ ^ 

Mr. J. Pitt's family arrived here last Satiirdj^, 
their house is within half a mile of us, so I libpe 
wfe shairbe ^ery good neijghbobrs. Mrs. Fitt is 

a good deal- fallen away; but has" noxromplamt: 

• . -J 

* Thus it is that tke children of thU world are in thdr generation 
still wmrjAm tke ckMren of Ughl ; for tbcy ittake (he Aost 
df th^r pemhable and temporary advantages, Mr bile fiU dtHdren 
of light but too often neglect to improve their more noMe and 
important interests. 

pev^ 
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Qfiver with so much tenderness did I see a mom 
noble resignation to a loss by whic^ she wa? so 
deeply struck, Mercia is very much grown and 
less thin than she was, which I hope is a sure 
symptom of amended health. Lovel Farm is about 
two miles from hence. — It is a sweet spo^ and 
has that character of tranquillity and cheerfulness 
which is so much better adpfcd to the idea of the 
country, than that display of art and magnificence 
which fatigues /)ne. in a splendid seat You will 
probably soon see Mr. Dunbar, as h|e talks of going 
to Ireland, but lovely Mrs. D^h^r does not ac- 
company him. Her mind is t^o^ great to feel any 
other satisfaction in their present accession oi for* 
tunet than, as it will furnish ^oatf r opportunities 
of doing good : and in this I hope and believe he 
will concu^r with her* 

Mrs. Montagu desirqs me to tell you, that she 
loves ypu dearly^ even more than she hates writings 
and .therefore you mn^y ^3(pect to heax from her 
soon: but I would not wait for her, as I am sure 
ypu woulcl rather wish to hear soon from . one of 
ns, than to wait Iqnger for both* Lord Lyttplton 
was here, and gone before we came. Mr. Stillingr 
fleet is her^, aiid,dfis]jres,;)us compUineiits to you. 
Your loss erf the power of expressing yoi^ ideas 
IS just as groyndles^ ,a fancy, as your supposing I 
shoved uQt be able, to lead your Letter* I neither 
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In the tast, nor afcy former, ever found any diffieulty, 
nor «ver lost a single- ^ord v 

My Loi'd Chancellor of Ireland does me honour 
by his remembrance, and I beg you will present 
my respects when you • return his visit. How can 
Mr, Vcsey have the conscience to think I am in 
charity with him, after the trick he served me last 
year! However, whenever he makes reparation by 
bringing you to England, I shall be heartily glad 
to shake hands and be friends with him. I am 
just come from the Wells, where I diet all our 
frfefids, who are well and desire ei^ery kind re- 
membrance. The'Duttbarfamil/only took a flight 
hither, and are goiie back to breakfast with Lord 
Irnham and Miss Luttrel, who are with them at 
iLovel Farm. Mr. and Mrs. Pitt are gone to 6nish 
their ride. Mrs. Montagu is drinking the waters ; 
and I am come hoitie to prepare for attendmg^ her 
to Lady Frances Coningsby's, and to conclude my 
L^tt^, whi^h my bead would not suffer me to do 
last Post. . . 

I perfectly agree with y*ou, that all ftittJier en- 
quiries are useless at least, if not hurtfuL' A steady 
attention to the ru\6 of doty fts such, is the surest 
path to conviction. The tmturil feelings and 
intereSIs of a good heart and the divine assist- 
ance, will sooner or later subdue any mere coft- 
etitqtional scepticism to such a degree, as wfll be 

^ »u|lci«Qt 
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sufBcieutto calm the mind iato tranquillity, and 
encourage k by cheerful hope. Tbi$ is^aJl that is 
wcessary to comfort and to virtue: agd hij^ivtrjii«i- 
ports of divine enthusiasm^ thougl) a ^eat blessing 
when founded on real principles of true religion, 
can like other distinguished advantage^; . fall to the 
lot of very few. 

My affectionate love to ISIts. Ilandcock; I kttow 
not how long I shall remain al this place, bu( 
dhact to inc at Deai, and your JLettcr will be ^nt 
after me, wherever lam. I hope soop to t»far 
that your hurrying season is oyer, and that Df^ 
are quietly settled, as it is impossible you shoukl 
be well in such a constant exertion of animal 
spirits. 

_ You will be glad to bear that the youi^ Duehesa 
of Beaufort is likely to do well What a quick sue* 
cession of distress was this unhappy accident to 
poor Mrs. Boscawfen i-^— and yet, perhaps, the 
anxiety arising from the last misfortune may prove 
a sad but efltcacious remedy for the first, as her 
jnind being Icept in solicitous agitattcm from the 
doubtful state of her daughter, would prevent ito 
being totally fixed cm the irrecoverable loss of bet 
son; and the seeing htf* advance towards a state 
of safety will give her a kind of spirits, which she 
would not have felt if every thing bad gone on in 
lite usual track. * 

I have 
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. I have extended my Letter to an immoderate 
length; but must not conclude without giving you.^ 
the* pteasum of knowing that Lady Primrose ii^ 
very welL I taet her twice at Mr, Dunbar*g ; we 
are to visit 'ter at Old Windsor, as goon as it ii 
in our power; but Mr. Montagu comes here to- 
lxk>rrowfor a few days, and our distant schemes 
cannot take place till his return to Sandleford, I 
saw Mr. Dawson last week, who is pretty ^ell. 
3By the Ic^st accounts^ the physicians thought Mn 
Pton would recover, but he himself is strongly of 
a contraiy opinion. He has always preserved his 
#ens6s^ and expressed the most perfe^ct resigna- 
Hon. . 
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" ' ' LETTER XLVlL 

Sunning HiU, &5p/- 22, 1769* 

* I AH too impatient to set your heart at 
rest, my de^ Mrs, Vesey, to delay giving you an 
account of Mrs, Montagu, till I can go to fetch a 
frwik out of my bureau at Deal, as I am sure you 
will most, gkdly pay for the intelligence of her 



bejnr very, greatly better; and it seems evident 
that the waters do her good. 

jPie'w^^ was for^so^ne days so rainy that 

it drove us to London with an intention of not 
^turning here, unless the sun gave us a fair invita* 
tioh: which, after our staying some days in the 
misjei^lble desolated environs of Berkeley Square, it 
condescended to do, and we returned hither' on 
Monday last for another week of the waters. They 
iave done me all the good that on such a constitu- 
tion could reasonably be hoped. 

Om- sweet friend Mrs. J. Pitt set out for En^^ 
combe this morning with her family. We have 
been much together, which has greatly enlivened 
our sejour at Sunning Hill. I esteem and love 
her more than ever. It is quite edifying to see 
the noble manner in which she supports the wound 
which she so deeply feels. Not contented with 
that melancholy resignation, wl||eb though it pre- 
serves the mind from re][>ellion and complaint, too 
often sinks it into indolence and yselessaess ; she 
has been exerting herself with zeal and activity to 
relieve the wretched state of the poor people in 
this place; and to awaken a sense of indiistry 
among them^ which will be a great blessing to 
them, if it succeeds; and certainly to herself, 
whether it succeeds or not. Onr dear Mrs. Dun- 
bar 



bar IS at present in absolute soll&de lei ^f^py^) 
Tarm: as she is as yet uncertain orjicr ^^ektim- 
tion, Mrs. Pitt M-ished nef very^niucli to 'foDow 
her to Encombe, But it is not impossible out^sHe 
may be summoned to cross St.' George's ChaniKl 
to attend those sublime personages, wKo niaKe 
such a pompous detail ' of syllables in jour iLettef. 
If I was thirty years younger, they wotild offer me 
a tempting invitation. However I have the less 
reason to regret the small probability 1 liave of 
seeing the originals^ as my imagination is, I be- 
lieve, nearly as well amused from your description, 
which I can and do enjoy without the , trouble of 
travelling over land and sea. 

On Monday next Mrs. Montagu and \ take bur 
departure from this place, and separate, to our 
respective homes. She goes immediately td Sahdle- 
ford. 1 propose to spend a day or two with Mrs. 
and Miss Talbot at Richmond, the latter I fear h 
worse than she Is willing i|;o ackiidwledge to me'; 
if I find her toi^raMe I siiall* so regulate iny mcP 
tions as to be at home the end* of the' hpxt weet. 
Indeed I am very impatient to ge^ triers; both'' 
as it is right I should, and as T want, after all 
this desultory livmg, to get quietly settled' in my 
own apartment. High degrees of pleasure are at 
proper intervals very useful to ke^p up* a prtper 
spirit and activity of miad| but one soon perceives 

that 
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that mere conveniencies are the things necesffleify to 
oae^s cfase, which is the most natUrsd and per- 
manent Ease and convepiencies are no where 
to be found but at home; and what a blessing it 
is that such principles as these are so strimgly im* 
planted in us^ as frequently to be of the most 
salutary effect^ the spirit wearies with perpetudl 
dissipation, and home presents the joyflil means 
of rest and quiet^ at least such a home as I am 
blessed with. 

Mrs. Montagu » desires her love; she will write 
to you when she is settled at home. Adieu^ we 
are going to Eton to seeTopham's drawings, for 
which I am too much of a Goth to have anj 
manner of taste, but I enjoy the drive through the 
forest. 



LETTER XLVIIL 

Deal, Nov. 13, 1769. 

You have been so much accustomed to 
receive a very speedy return to your I^etters, that 
miserably unqudified as I am at present for writ- 
ings I am not willing to omit i^ from the fear of 
' ^ giviog 



g^viog you, any alarm. I thaqk God, Mrs. Mob- 
tagp is very well : my own health is as good as I 
can ex^t it to be under the deep distress I feel 
ifom a certain intelligence that my dear and most 
excellent friend, Miss Talbot, is past all hope of 
recovery. Her death, whpn I received the first 
account, was^ almost hourly expected. Since, there 
has been, an apparent amendment, but not sudi 
a onp as can allow me to form the least hope of 
her being restored. Judge of my situation, aad 
p£ the fe^lipgs with which I watch every return of 
the Post. In this stat^^ of miserable, suspence I 
find it impassible tQ fix; tp, any thing: my mind is 
all confusioQ, and^urried from one, painful object 
to. another without qpai^ing. . When all is, over, 
and she is released from a state of suffering, I 
trust my heart will subside into quiet grief for 
my own irreparable loss of such a friend, and 
^uch an example. In these sad mements of dread- 
ful expectation my only comfort is to reflect with 
thankfulness on the inestimable blessing which I 
have for so lohg afiiourse oi years' iJeen permitted 
to enjoy, of an intimate connection with a cha- 
racter ot such exalted and uncommon goodness. 
May I be enabled tq make such an improvement 
of so hjig^ afi advanta^c^ as may qualify me to meet 
ber,^ whpre theife will be no danger of any future 
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. I atn glad |o find you gftihed a sight wbicb repidd ' 
you for quitting your bed at so early an houn " 
Indeed Venus made a most remarkably b^utij^l 
appearance; and you saw her splenfloir '>i?ith an* 
accotnpaniment that rendered your spectkel^ <|uite 
enviable. Mrs. 'Mowtegu's, MA. Susati,-^a* 'de- 
puted to watch the appearance oi? the comet, and( 
to call us up when ishe saw it. She made! the same^^ 
mistake which yod did^: *but ah ^hotir afterwartfe 
gave us another* sunamons, Vhetf4he^conifet'reisitty ' 
dfd appeaftr, biit io'i^xJiSoppoMtiiient, a& I i^*' 
member one mudi moi-ft ^^ct and .glaifing abd^^ 
twenty-three yeaf^s ^g(it^''T hope you had a fbll'^ 
ii^ht oir the late glorio\if(* fend *tery rcta 
aurora, wkdh ha» tlfe^mdst bMtitiM' variety iSf^ 
colouring of any 1 eii^ ' siwj I ^^uRT T4ve ^be&i 
the worst pertoii to wiibifi'y<Mi cdtild pdiSibly*^^ 
for any help 4h your sy^ti^tfl of cctoiets^'a^ iyiii 
knbw I never let ^toy Omvt^s run wild 'u|«fti such 
subjects;" '^ /"/. .»•' - * ../..;'; * -- ^-^ i s;';- 

My sistar and all hfer fenrfly arei with mb at 
present, among the rest the IHtlc prattling boy who 
breakfeftedMivith you last year, and ^ois'^ow, 
reading ih- my rocwn:' I told him I was goii^ to* 
write to you, and desiifed to khow if be had^ailf < 
message to you and Mrs. Handcock. '-^ O ywl i 
pray gives my love toth^n, and tell them irhave . 
not forgot them„'* L hope you feel the force irffcis c 

complimrat, 
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ccrqP4>liment| as it plainly proves bow fw^ibly your 
Oscillating mannem strike even a child. ; I sboufal ^ 
very mudi enjoy this visit if I was in a hazier 
disposition,: but at present my spirits are solow 
that I find myself much best when I am alone. 
Siaee I be^n tMs Letter I have bad two accounts 
of ,0^ dew Miss Talbot She, con^ues mending, 
and ^^ay probably contmue for some time in^ the < 
satfie state; but. the, physiciaiis pronounce h^r state 
to 1^ dfsperate^ and I dare laot indulge any )iope. 
She.; is j^cimeved to towoi ^i)d if I receive such a 
Letter as I expect, I shaft v^ry soon go th€;re on 
tiutt; account But my ^tuation is very uncertain, 
tb^efore direct your letters here as usual^ and ^ 
t^ vrill fyllaw me wherever X happen t0;he. 

I^^y Ant^ Dawson^ before she left Inland, ^ 
majii^ me. promise to Introduce h^r tq Miss Talbo^ 
and i felt gr^^ pleasure 19 ^ the jthongl^ts pf being 
iivitnuiHmtal to the acquaintance of tw9 characters 
who bore so striking a resemblance to each other. . 
But tfieir meeting has been deferred tiU they can 
become acquainted upon happier tern^ t^aa are 
posmble to the precarious condition, of piprtfl ,con^ 
nexiom : they are both fitt^i; coinpimio^§ for angels 
and fte. each other than fijr tiie best of their . 
eaiti^y (He^ds, engaged jn the interests andechemes 
of a work! to which tJbeir minds were so much 

' . . ^ . Indeed. 



, ^I\T^d tpi ji}4g? firop.j»y awn feelings I must 
gri^^va/^^^ ii^ beiqg. obliged to.quit the dear, 

tpaixqiuj, poetic sc^es of Lucan, for the hurry and 
iner^ Mulgajr prosaic life of Dublin. — ^But you have 
a better ^rt of amusing yourself in a crowd than I 
h^ye, whpj^in.justa^ many degrees removed from 
the,sgirit\<)f a rq^ke as ever. I hjive writ you a dull 
aivi mplancholy Letter, my dear Mrs. Ve^ey, whid|. 
proyes mv confidence in your kindness for me. I 
thank you. for nut encouraging , Mr. Dunbar's re- 
sidence m Ireland. ^ My best love to Mrs; Hand-^ 
coiQk }; let mp hear from, you soQn. ^ 

^. ii I- *< ■ > » ■ j " > L. ' ' * ' ' " ' . ' i n — »i ■ >i* 

.."> nn3v .•«»>' . 'V.*' rfi ... > 

Your very kmd ^Letter, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, certainly claims iny earliest thanks, and I 
will at least begin a Letter, though my time at 
present is not sufficiently rny own to allow me to 
finish it, but a plusieurs reprises. I will not delay 
the subject on which you are so good as to interest 
yourself for me. My dear Miss Talbot is greatly 

* meqded 
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mended sihcfeTwrdt6 ydu'last; khd Mrs. M6irt4gu 
thinks yr ^bettfer than she lias beeft siiace'^'fler last 
retam from llichmoiid. For thisrespife'I liiii'verjf 
thankful, att^ it gives a feuspknsibn tcl ^ distress 
of ihy niind. As fkr as 'pc/^siSlte 'I' r^Stirdn mf 
tholights'from^ looking f6rWkrd,"as I d^vb no^ ^as ! 
biiild any solid hopes Ion s6 precarious a. louridation 
as the present favourable sympconis, While the 
^rong assurance's which ^were at* firsf given ine ithat,^ 
nuhiamy speaking, ar recovery wa^ impossible^ 
remain uncontradicted. . , 

The prospect of a solitary passage through '^the 
heavy road, and dim twilight of our concluding 
journey is indeed a melandholy idea : but happily 
there fire" tuf^ few casesTrT whicE. it is l^nffed. 
Where we are not wanting to ourselves, the divine 
goodness raises up successive comforts through the 
whole of our ^^o^ss,^ i^hlcA klleviate, if not 
supply, the deficiencies of those which we have 
losi ^ It' is' tJue'dmt every mdividual that strongly 
engages our affection ha^s some characteristic aii4 
distinguishing mark/ wnich ^yes it a!n .appropriated 
place in the he^rt : ,an^ wfiepever it Is removed, the 
vacant apartment remains .unfitted and sacred to 
the memory of its departed guest. , Thus is it ,wiselt 
and gr9.ciously appointed, tha.t while our present 
t^ompanions assist u& to pursije our journey with . 
^heerfiilness andf spirit, the tender Regret for those 

whom 
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whom we have lost extends our wishes and hopes 
ta the end of it; and gives a delightful prospect of 
bnr arrival at that universal home, where the 
knperfect system of human happiness will be ren- 
dered- complete, by the assembling of all those 
who have participated and assisted our trials and 
our virtues through diflferent stages of our mortal 
passage. 

•Why did you start when the particular train of 
thought in which you were engaged, made you turn 
your eyes with an inexplicable kind of expression 
to the opening door? Ah, my dear Mrs. Vesey^ 
the heart is wiser and honester than the head, and 
its unsophisticated feelings often give a powerful 
and sudden attestation to many an important tnjth, 
which our perverse and ^foolish reasonings invplve 
in perplexities and doubts. If at thatj^hour of 
silence and solemn thought, .dear Lady Ann had 
been permitted to stared before you, could even th^ 
appearance have been more convincing than the 
unprejudiced voice of common sense^ which, with 
an intuitive perception, assents to the truth of 
eternal revelation ; and by a quick decisive sentence 
pronounces it absurd and impossible that such 
virtue could ever die. 

If the text of the sermon you mention is *^ It is 
U'ellf &C.*'' I have read and thought it very 

*f f Peihapi from 2 King^, iv. 26^ 
vol. Ill, C c original 



<il^mal dttd ^tfikirtg. tf yDi hate arty dfh^ on 
thfe sume subject, I siidl be obliged to yoa for it: 
iBLB I slioutd be glad to have them rn my pos^sesisioii, 
but know not where to purchase them- . 1 suppose? 
in Dublin they are easy to be had. I long for* you 
to put in execution yOur scheme of ma^riglVfrs. 
Henry write those interesting particulars^, by ^hicfr 
I hope we shall both benefit ; pray my kind lovi 
to hei*. 

Mrs. Montagu, I thank God, continues well, 
and Mrs. Dunbar writes me word, is in very good 
looks, so I hope the Sunning-hill waters may b^ 
depended on, as an effectual resource. You will 
be glad to hear that Lord Winchelsea's health is 
^eatly mended since they left England ; the Idsl 
news was from Dijon. I hope to be irr tdwn ofl 
^w year's day; but if you answer this as you 
ought,. I shall have the pleasure of receiving k 
li»re« 



END OF ^OL. III. 
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